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Hon. J1. CORNELL: That is their opinion
to-day. They are coming round to the views
of the Boishiesl

Hon. G. W. Mfiles: But you are not a
Dolsibvl

Hon. J1. CORNELL: They are forced into
that opinion. The unearned incremrent in
connection with town lands is a great diffi-
culty. If we tax the land, those who own
it will be forced to use it as it should be
used. In the circumstances, I will not sup-
port expediency in the shape of the Bill in
dealing with this problem.

On motion by Hon. U. Seddon, debate ad.
journed.

BILL-PEABPLING ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly 'a Message.

Message fra". the Assembly received and
read notifying that it disagreed with the
amendment made by the Council for reasons
set forth.

BILLS (2), FIRST READING.
1, Supply (No. 3), £1,040,000.

2, Western Australian Dank Act Amend-
ment (Private).

Received front the Assembly.

BILL-COMPA'NIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly'Is Amendment.
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
Bill with an amendment.

110use adJoUrned at 6.10 ps.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.3
p.m., end read prayers.

QUESTIION-MABLE CASE.
M~r. RICHARDSON asked the Premier:

1, Have thle G3overnment received n report
o', the investigation of the ease of Thomnas
Mable? 2, If so, wrhat is considered to be
ilb. amionint of his losses? 3, Will the mat-
ter be give.. imimediate attention, with a
view to effecting a settlement!

The PREMTER replied: 1, 2, and 3,
Yes; the matter is receiving attention,
and will be finalised in a dlay or two.

S ELECT CaM [NflTTEE-INDUSTRIES
ASSISTANCE BOARD.

Extension of Time.

Olt motion by Ron. W. C. Angwvin, the
time for bringing Up the report of the select
commit tee was exten.ded till Wedoesday, 6th
Decenmber.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 3), £:1,040,000.

Standing Orders Suspension.

Thle PREIER and TREASURER (Hon.
Sir James Mlitchell-Northaut) [2.34]: 1
Move-

That so mne), of the Standing Orders be
suspended aus is necessary to enable reso-
tutions front Committees of Supply and
Ways and 'Meanls to be reported and
adop ted onl the same day on which they
shall have passed those Committees, and
also the passing of a Supply Bill through
all its stages in one day.
Question put and passed.

Message.
Message from the Lieut. -Governor re-

ceived end read recommending appropriation.
in connection with the Bill.
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Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Committee

of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell)

(2.37]: 1 move-
That there be granted to His Majesty

onl account of the service of the year end-
ing 30th June, 1923, a sum not ex.-eeding
£1,040,000.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, andt the report
adopted.

Committee of Ways and Means.
Thle PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell)

[2.39] : I move-
That towards making good the supply

granted to His Majesty on account of the
service of the year ending 30th June,
1923, there be granted from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund a sum of £712,000,
from the General Loan Fund £306,000,
frTom moneys to the credit of the Govern-
ment Property Sales Fund £15,000, and
from moneys to the credit of the Land
Improvement Loan Fond £:7,000.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [2.40):
floes not the Premier intend to give any in-
formation as to what this amount of money
i$3 to be spent on? Some explanation should
be vouchsafed for the expenditure of this
enormous sum.

The Minister for Mines: Have you not
thme Estimates in front of youl

Air. A. THOMSON: I have no informa-
tion.

The PREMIER (Honl. Sir James Mitchell)
[2.41]: The hon. member has had the
fullest possible information; in fact he has
nmever bad so much information in his life.
Ninety per cent, of the Estimates have been
passed.

Honl. P. Collier: You have given us so
much information that the hon. member is
suffering from mental indigestion.

The PREMIER: I amn asking for auth-
ority to expend a large amount of money
under the Estimates, to which hon. members
have for the most part agreed.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

Dill introduced, ae.
In accordance with the foregoing resolu-

dions, Supply Bill introduced, passed through
all its stages and transmitted to the Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1922-23.

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor received

and read transmitting the Loan Estimates
for the year 1922-23, and recommending ap-
propriation.

In 4 nnmitte.- of Supply.
The ]tous,, rcsol'ed itself into Committee

of Suppily for the purpose of considering the
Loan Estimnates; M1r. Stubhs in the Chair.

Vote-eartnenital, £83,624:

T~ie PREMIER and COLONIAL] TREAS-
l'REII (lion. Sir James M1itehell-Norham)
[2.47] : When introducing Loae Bills during
the last three years T have told inembelis that
we needed money for dlevelopnment purposes.
I propose to show that money has been satis-
factorily spent in that direction. We are by
the consent *if every section of this House
endbarking upon at policy of migration. It
iH to give effect to that policy that I am
:sding for this authorisation Under the Loan
Estimates. lion. members may ask what has
hapl; cued during the last few years. I will
tell thenm. Last year there was an increase
in tw aucreamge under croip of 400,000 acres
as eompar~d with 1021. This year the in-
crease should be evenl greater. Our wheat
pioductioa can and Should be doubled in three
years. The development of the wet lads of
the State is now% in hand. Thousands of meil
are being placed Upon the land. The de-
velopmnent of the pastoral industry is satis-
factory. Ta the North cotton growing has
been undtitakelL and should become a great
iu'dustry. The goldahining outlook is much
brighter. We have considerably reduced our
imports and increased our exports& Members
naturailly want to know what the money spent
Upon the State will do, and what the result
is likely to bie after the money is Spent. The
local demand for muc-I that wrill he produced
by the expenditure that is being undertaken
con be o'-ercoume. The foodstuffs that are
now imported can be produced locally, such
as fish, ineat, balcon, butter, grain, jams and
preserves. The average annual imports of
tIose things is £1,461,000 worth. Last yewr
over £2,0100,000 worth of foodstuffs were im-
ported into the State. If we had a large
population we should be a rich State. The
payment for all these imports is a serious
matter, and our own people should be able
to buy locally all the foodstuffs they require
without haiing to send outside the Stt for
them.

7Mr. Macallumn Smith: Why dto not the
railways use onr own jain?

The PREMIfEr: Why does not, the bon.
imember use it?

Mr. Macalnm Smith: T do.
The PREMIER: He uses Scotch marma-

lade. It is no use crying over spilt milk; we
must endeavour to prevent all this cash being
sent away. It means idle lands here while
similar lands are being Used in Eastern Ars-
tralia. Their land is no better than ours and
can do no more than OUTS can. The census
figures for 191t to 1921 show an increase
in the population of Western Australia of
50 ,000 persons. Our population is increasing.
We hav-e to meet not only the requirements of
the present population, but make ready for
an increasing number of people.
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Hin. P. Collier: What proportiqu of that
:30,000 increase is in the city and what is in
the country?

The PREMIER: I an' afraid too great a
Proportion has come into the city. T told

7the House the other day that the numbe- of
voters in Perth had increased by 13,000 as
against 3,000 in the country. These are all
consumers, for whom we shall require a eon-
sidlerable amount of production. We ought
to blot out our imports of foodstuffs. These
impose a heavy burden upon the taxpayer.
It means a loss of production and of wealth
frost which taxation can come. Tt mteans a
loss to the taxpayers themselves. We have
working for Western Australia, largely in
the Eastern States, a population of at least
60,000, and these people are patying taxs
to the State fin which they live. The advan-
'tage we ought to be deriving fromt other in-
-dustries Itas been enormously decreased. I
-refer to our mining, manufacturing, and other
industries. If we arc to reap the benefit of
*ur activities in the direction I have men-
'toned, w-e must make a determined effort to
produce all the food we require. The import
figures shtow that we have spent rather too
freely. In drapery and clothing alone dur-
lung the Inst three years we have spent nearly
twice as muc, as wre spent in any one of the
ihree previous years. It may be said that
stocks were low and had run down, but we
,do import far too much in that way. The
avnrnge exports for thte three years 1917 to
J9-20 amoauntedl to £10,933,000. The average
-gold exports for the three years was
E3,-579,000l, whilst all other exports totalled
£7,354,f00O. For the two years I921 and
1922 we exported goods to the value of
£12,94.1,000. Our average gold export was
£2,366,000, and all other exports amounted to
£10,577,000, or C3,200,000 more than the aver-
age for the three previous years. The tale
so far as imports is concerned is not such
pleasantt reading. The average for the three
'years 1917 to 1920 was £9,347,000. This
means titat the average exports for those
three ye-ars exceeded the imports by £1,586,000
per annutm. Far the two years eusded the
30th -Tune, 1921 antd 1922, the average im-
Ports wore £13,488,000. The average ex-
ports were less than the imports by £495,000
per annum. That is a very serions matter.
'The increase in exports has been splendid,
but the imports have grown a great deal.
'That is due to some extent to importations
for development purposes, suich as rails and
fastenings, machinery, etc. T have said tant
there is a brighter outlook for our mining
industry. Our base metals are being worked
anid oil is being prospected for in
the North and I hope successful re-
sits will be obtained. It is interesting
to note that every day someone comes
along expressing the hope that he is on
a good thing, and has found a gold mine in
weine part of the State or another. People
are looking for new mines, and if they look
long enough are bound to find something.
Thte dlevelopments we hear of in the Golden

Mile mtake one feel hopeful about the future
in tha~t mining centre. It is hoped that tho
new pt-cess for the treatment of base metals
will result in greater production for this
State. WVe hope that our lead, copper and
tin mnines will bei-coe big producers. We
mayv yet work our manganese and asbestos
deposits, and could work our iront deposits if
we htail the population and the money. We
should be able to umanufacture a good many
mine things than we dto. For some years
past GAovernmnents have encouraged manufac-
tures to the fullest extent. We ought to pre-
p~are our- soil products for our own use as
well as for export. To this end industries
have bee-n established and others are contet-
plated. I hope that woollen mills will be
established in Western Australia. If so we
shtall he able to utilise some of our own
wool for the manufacture of the clothing we
weal. This would he an excellent thing f or
tlhe country. It may he iaid. that the prs
eat position is not unsatisfactory, although it
is tot a% satisfactory as we would like, be-
cause other counties are feeding and clothing
its to too groat an extent. A review of the
possibilities open to us shows that they are so
enormous as to make the future look b~right.
It is no use talking about progress; we must
strive to achieve it. I have said enough to
show clearly our proposals and our methods
for the development of the country. We now
have before uts clear cut proposals and easily
understood methods. The possibilities lying
before us are enormous. I am glad to be able
to say that all members of the Douse have
taken a keen interest in what is going on,
and in the proposals that have been placed
he fore the people. There never was a time
when members were so whole-heartedly
united iii their desire to see the country pro-
gress. I inn asking the House to approve
the expeuditure of a very considerable sum
of money. Tf w~e are to have development,
we inist hav expeniditure. The amount I
.am asking the House to authorise is
£3,793,289, and rer-otp to Loan Suspense ac-
count £214,191. This expenditnre may be
divided uinder se'veral heads, firstly, advances
on which interest is to be paid by borrowers,
totalling U.235,i00, and including land de-
velopment advances £2,205,000, assistance to
industries £25,000. and loans to local authori-
ties £5,000: secondly, transport facilitie, for
wvhich the users should pay in freight and
eharges, £:613,*25 in respect of railways,
£143,515 in respect of tramways and elec-
tricity- supply, and £171,000 in respect of
harbour,: making a total under these heads
of £928,040: thirdly, water supplies in:d sew-
erage, etc., fer which the users should pay,
92612,080; fourthly, trading and other -'sn-
cerns whieh should return interest, £41,205;
fifthly, permianent conveniences for which the
public pay by taxation, £326,364; a w-nand
total of £!3,793,289l. Last year Parliament
voted (exclusive of Loan Suspens.-)
23,46iS,196, antd the expenditure last Year aas
£2,454,925. The txpenditure from Loan Sus-
p'nst accout was £214,191. The hull: of
this expenditure was under Developmnent of
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Agriculture. Under advances are included
the Agricultural Bank, the Industries Assist-
ance Board, the Soldier Settlement Scheme,
group settlement, land purchased for re-sale,
and assistance to industries. These form the
basis of increased production. The borrowers
pay and benefit, and the general public: bene-
fit without paying This expenditure, and
the consequent increased production, benefit
everybody. From this source comes the wealth
that provides for employment, and for the
payment of all taxation. Every new mn
established on the land is responsible for the
keeping of a good number of people--I think
we may say 10-in the State. No other in-
dustry does so much. Our system of produc-
tion is not followed in every part of the world.
In many countries the system is for men to
have very small holdings, and to produce only
what they require for themselves and their
families. This is not the case here. We en-
courage mn to do the best with their land,
and we provide facilities so that that may
be done. All activity, of course, radiates
f rem those engaged in primary production,
mineral, agricultural, pastoral, and otherwise.
It is often said that we have too many people
in the cities and towns. We have, but, after
all, this metropolitan area of ours is quite
a natural growth. It has never been forced.
The growth of centres. like Kalgoorlie, Gcr-
nldton, Runbury and Albany has been abso-
lutely natural. The settlements have sprung
upl because there is the trade. I do not quite
know how it is that the few people engaged
away front the centres manage to keep up
such a demand as to bring about the estab-
lishment of these towns and cities. However,
we do maintain these trading centres. in
them we have manufactures and banks and
the other facilities which are so necessary
to uverybody. Thea, too, we provide harbour
facilities and build railways. We have done
everything we possibly can to assist the people
in the country to go on with the work of
development. We want all our lands brought
into use--privately owned lands as well as
Crown lands. 11 should like to deal a little
with the "ettlement of the South-West. We
ought to bring into use the land adjacent
to existing railways, and partly settled coun-
try. I hope the Closer Settlemnt Bill will
puss another place. A good deal more is
being done than, I believe, the general public
understand. Thousands of acres of land ad-
jacent to the railways are being brought
under the plough; the owners are doing their
best. As regards the land between here and
Buinbury, it is of course a wonderfully good
stretch of country, and only wants to be
brought uinder the plough. A good ninny
people have been settled there during the last
year or two, and they are doing considerable
work. I should like to see the land fronting
the South-Western railway drained. It wasts a
comprehensive scheme, in order thst the land
may be well drained and carry a large number
of people. To-day we look upon the Pre-
mantle freezing works as beyond the needs
of the State. If a few hundred thousand acres
of this land were brought under clover, as is

done in New Zealand, our freezing works
would be all too small to supply the i-
quiremnts of the South-West alone. The
country only wants to be developed in order
to produce untold wealth. The Peel estate,
Bateman s, and the Paterson-Richardson are
worked together. They represent a total of
81,355 acre;, and the total of the purchase
pirices is £42,588. In the Peel Estate we
are draining, taking ronds, erecting cottages,
fencing, clearing, and laying down perman-
ent pastures. A number of members have
seen what is being done there, and know how
quickly the State is being developed, and what
oiderly development of this kind means. We -
shall have a large number of settlers there
later on. Of course this development work
costs a considerable amount of money. In-
cluding the purchase price, we have spent on
the Peel Estate £;190,096, which amount, less
£43,090 for plant, represents £147,096. To
complete the development is estimated to cost
another £150,000, making a total of £297,06.
From this amount may be deducted the pro-
fit we expect to make on firewood, £30,000,
leaving £267,096 net. We estimate thiat
amount of profit on firewood because there
is a tremendous quantity of firewood on the
estate. About 18,000 acres of swamp land
will be drainedl on the Peel Estate--ia which
I include the other estates mientioned-and
50,000 aceres will be brought under the plough.
We can be pretty certain that when the estate
has been developed it will easily be worth a
million of money, and probably more. If we
did not mnake a penny out of the firewood, the
development work would still pay us, because
it enables. the overnment to lay down. tern-
poratv train lines, which are used to make
roads, and to deliver material for feneing,
erecting houses, and so forth. There are now
140 blocks ready to be settled, and I hope
that before the end of the siumer we shall
have an additional 100 settled. I saw the
general manager of this developmnent work
to-day, and he expects to put up 300 houses
during the next summer. Drainage is, of
course, the thing most needed for the settle-
mnent of the South-West. Along the coast
from Mloore River to Albany drainage will
have to be undertaken. It is not expensive
dlrainage like-

'Mr. Underwood: Herdsman's Lake.
The PREMIER: It is simple drainage, hut

it mnust be done before the land isi brought
into uwe. I want the Committee to under-
stand that we hope to get the whole of the
lands adjacent to the railways used. When
it comes to drainage and road making and
settlement, it is very much better to purchase
the land than to make the improvements from
taxation, because when we do the work we can
control the development of the land. We
have bought up to data mnachineiry for drain
making, and that is coming forward. I have
already dealt with the land which is to be
served by the Jarnadup-Denamark railway. By
the way, I am sorry the member for Forrest
is not here. The General Manager of the Ag-
ricultural Bank and the General Manager of
the Soldier Settlement Scheme have just r--
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turned from Denmark, and whilst they agree
with the member for Forrest that a number ot
people there are not doing well, they say that
there are probably no better pastures to be
found in the State than have been grown at
Denmark by people who have worked con-
sistently since they went on to their proper-
ties. The member for Forrest was quite wrong
I think, in saying that the estate is not doing
well. The land is doing well enough, and the
settlers there will now- be encouraged to do a
bit more than they have done in the past. Of
course they arc, isolated, and the Agricultural
Bank has not done enough for themt to en-
able them to effect improvements. There is
no doubt about that. 'Mr. MeLarty says he
was wrong there, and so I hope that in future
enough will be advanced to enable the Den-
mark settlers to do their work. The proposed
expenditure on railway construction is re-
quiired to meet the cost of railways author-
ised long ago, railways which have not been
built because of the war. During the four
years of war they could not be constructed at
all, and dluring the (years which have
elapsed since the war the cost of material
ruled so high that we could not possibly un-
dertake the building of railways. Bails which
not so many mouths ago were quoted at £20
per ton are now down to £11l per ton, and I
hope they wilt become much cheaper before
long. We are engaged in building the line
we have heard so much about, the line in the
Esperance district. My friend the meinb-r
for Sanown, when he goes down to his con-
stituency again, will find that he has a numn-
her of additional electors.

Hon. T. Walker:- I urn very pleased to hear
it.

The PREMIER: I hope that by the middle
of March the Minister for Works will have
the line ready to carry traffic for at least 30
miles, possibly 40 miles. It will be a sad
disappointment, not to the member for Kan-
owna-because he has always honestly urged
the building of the Esperanee railway-but
to some people when this line is built. The
line has been very useful to the people in
question. They have been able to talk Es-
perance railway to the electors at every elec-
tion.

Hon, P. Collier: "The auti -goldfields Gov-
erment'I'

The PREMIER: Yes; we have been called
that The building of the line will be a
serious loss to some people. When the line is
completed, they will not be able to damn the
present Government, as they damned previous
Governments for years pan. With those peo-
ple- it has not been prohibition, but always
the Esrerance railway, at election time. Then
wre are constructing the Busselton-M1argaret
River line, the N'yabing-Pingrup line, and
the short extension of the Wyalcatehemn-Mft
Marshall railway. The Dwarda.Narrogin lin
is not being constructed at the moment. We
cannot undertake at one time more railways
than we now have in hand. We have not the
staff, and we have not the money to put into
them. The three lines named will soon he
completed, andi then we shall be able

to proceed with the other lines author-
ised. We must, of course, carry out
the long-standing undertakings of Parliament.
There are other railways to be considered.
In every case the development of the land
adjacent to the railways must be guaran-
teed- It is proposed to expend on additions
to existing railwvays, £100,0900; on rails and
fastenings, £40,000; and on rolling stock,
£60,000. In connection with our tram-ways
a suni of £91,515 is provided including
£30,000 required for the Como line, which
was commenced last year. Towards the ex-
penditure to give effect to the Royal Corn-
mission's recommendations and to provide
the necessary rolling stock, £42,500 has been
set aside. The total estimated cost of the
Commission's recommendations will involve
an expenditure of about £144,560. If we
contianue to control the tramway system, we
will be forced to provide facilities for the
increased population. We cannot refuse to
extend these facilities to places where they
aire required owing to the increased popula-
tion. Having extended the tramway to
Nedlands, when some other centre is opened
up and populated, that, too, must be pro-
vided with tramway facilities. So long
as we control the tramway system, we must
meet the requirements of our growing
population. Tme amount provided in con-
nection with the Government electricity
supply is £52,000. The bulk of that mioney
is required for workcs authorised last year.
When the State embarks upon such under-
takings as the supply of electricity, tram-
w-ay facilities, harbours or anything else, it
must ho recognised that one thing leads to
another. We must keep up-to-date and we
mnust meet the demands upon those facili-
ties. In this particular instance, the demand
is for mnure current and while the expendi-
ture is increased, the revenue too will be
augmented. We are providing £171,000 for
harbour works. We require the services of
a first-class harbour engineer in thin State.
We have a harbour at Geraldton that needs
improvement and we must extend the har-
bour facilities at Bunbury and elsewhere.
It would be a. good thing if the States of
Australia, jointly, could employ an officer
specially silfled in harbour engineering. A
single State cannot afford to undertake that
burden.

Hon. P. Collier: In an advisory capacity?

The PREIIIER: Yes. One man could do
nll the work necessary in Australia. 'When
it comes to the development of the Northern
parts of our own State, we shall have to
spe-ad a considerable sum of money, as the
member for Pilbara. (Mr. Underwood)
knows.

Mr. Underwood: I know you are wasting

Hon. P. Collier: But the Government
mean well.

The PREMIER: I hope it is not being
wasted.

Mr. Underwood: At any rate, the inten-
tions are good.

1927



[ ASSEMBLY. ]

The PRE3HIER : I understand that the
road to a certaini place is paved with good
intentions.. In our case, however, the inten-
tions are not only good but the work is
good.

lion. P. (Collier :. The execution is in-
different.

The PREMIER: Not at all. Thre work
dlone is good.

Mr. Underwood. The spirit is good, but
the execution bad.

Tire PREMER: It mnust be recognised
that it is difficult to provide facilities for

handling goods in the -North. At every port,
stock has to be shipped. It would be a
simple th'ing if we only had to meet the re-
quiremuents of people, hut when we have to
Cope withI the export of huge quantities of
livestock andl wool it mneans that jetties
have to be constructed and a lot of money
expended.

Mr. Tnaderwood: You get a return.
The PREMIER : Of course, we do get

some return, but I ant merely telling the
Committee that these facilities have to be
provided and it would be a good thing if
the Australian States could employ an
engineer of the standing T refer to. In
connection with water supplies, we are ask-
lug for £C273,200. Of that amount £75,000
is provided for ilmprov-ements to the metro-
politan water suppl 'y and £657,000 for sewer-
age, a large portion of which is for new
works. The balance of the vote, £141,200,
is for wvate'r suppmlies and drainage in the
country. FPar ahattoirs, coldI storage and so
on, £C21,483 has been provided. A small
amount of £5,000 is provided as the first
instalmnent towards the erection of cold
stores at the Fremantle wharf. Those
facilities are required if our fruit mid mneat
are to be prolseryl handled. I saw hundreds
of eases of fruit in London last year which
had arrived in a dreadful condition. Growers
in Western Australia comoplained ttiat they
dlid not get a fair price for their fruit. That
which I saw in Londonm would niot have
brought nwuch here. No doubt the fruit was
good when it left our shores, tint it was 'I
a shocking c-ondition when it arrived 'in
London. The lirohable explanation of the
wretchedl condition of the fruit is4 that it
went into the sthed hot and there is not
prpe ieals oif ventilatina time chambers in
the ships. The rtsult was that the fruit
developed brwni heart aind other diseases,
'which rendered thle eon sign menits useless.
C'leopuatra apples earriel satisfac-torily but
other vaieties re-pres4ented sa mutch rubbish
when they reachled Londlol. The mon~ey lost
to the growers of this State must 1; .1-P
represented between £50,000 and £60,000,
while time loss for the growers of Australia
generally muist hanve run into huindlreds of
tlhousands of poundls. Fruit for export
should go into Pool stores. We have to
r4ecognise that these lines arc shipped' from
Wcsten Auptralia in the hottest part of
t01e Year :iu~l tin n to 1w- hauiled. over long
d'istauz-es to the4 port. I rio nor know that
I need 4atv muph about group settlementf

toecause nienfloers are acquainted with the
systeit. Doubtless thme administration ot
the seme will come in for some criticism,
hut when we remember that the scbeinw was

satdso reicently and that so manny Men
have been pmiaeed on the groups in so short
a period, the wonder is that we have not had
tnic critivism., We cannot expect work of
this description to operate smoothly from
thre jumip. It is quite a new system and we
are vert- fortunate in having a capable staff,
comuprisedl of umen who want to help) sym-
pathetically, all concerned. The allowance
to a thousand uten uii the group settlements
conies to shout £150,000 a year,

Nomn. 31N. 1". Troy : How much do you
atllow? I.% it £1,000 for each holding?

The PRFMIER: There is no fixed allow-
ance boeause the requirements vary. The
cost of 1,000 mten is about £150,000 a year,
which is not a very considerable sunsi. The
lioldimgs are prepared over a period of about
two years, during which the land is prepared,
houses ereeted, fencing put up, mnd other
re'quircnments attended to. That m10LOV r epre-
scuts sustenance allowances. Already we~ hare
about $00 ircii on thme groups, and other
grou11s are relay.

Mr. Minisie: Arc you including the Peel
EstateI

The PREMHIR: No. The groupis there
a9re only- just starting. The figures T have
rc-ferred to ire aptart from that form of
settleinent. I cannot understand why it is
that there are sn few empty houses to he
seen whenu one remembers that during: the
past few" utoaths we have taken so maniy men
away to the couintry. Of the 800 men who are
on group; settlements at present, about 700
aire married omen. Yet every house in the
country seemus to he occupied. Quite apart
froiti this scemeie and from the settlement of
soldieirs oil repurchased farm, we placed
1,340 men on Crown lands. The mnember for
Katnuning (Mr. A. Thomson) said that the
conditions were not understood by thosie tak-
ing blovks% under the group settlement scheme.
It is esstintial that every man should under-
stanid the conditions and nothing is left to
chaince from) that standpoint. Every mnan
dries know the cnditions. Somethingz was
said about balloting for blocks. T~ese are
balloted for as; soon as the blocks are set-
tler]. There is hardIly a man on a group
settlement who has niot a%.gooqd garden al-
rad v. Theyv take an interest in their work

andgrw vegetables foe themselves atready,
des:-ite the fart that they have been there
for onl 'y .1few months. Rom1e Of the garn
tire reallyv wmniderful. Prom one endl of the
group settlement area to the other, the men
tire concerned about their future and are
doing their nitiost to provide for their re-
quireimnt. We have settled a number of
imen in the Buss-elton district. The depart-
mtental surveyor advises that we are putting
I ,oflh yn-mitam) mu group settlement mvear Bus-
selton. T dlo not know how the presence of so
many pcoplc will be regarded in Busiselton.

ion. It. Celhier: It will disturb their i-rP
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Ta~e PREMIER: The people are delighted
tlint so iianiy new settlers are going there
and they are anxious to do their best for
the newcomers. U dto not know what it will
fedl like to have so nmany men in Russel-
toll.

Hon. P. Collier: Then iudeed will Bussel-
ton hustle itself.

The PREMIER: When between 3,000 and
4,0011 people are settled in that locality, Bus-
selton will be a still more thriving centre.
There is some wonderful country to be set-
tied in the Manjiniup, Penmberton, Busselton,
Margaret River, Augusta, anti other districts.
There are about 2,900 souls oil the group
settliements at the present timoe. This is a big
snork and there is ito doubt that it is chag-
iag the character of electorates. This may
account for sonic of the zeal shown ini con-
nection with these matters. There are 10
farther groups available for married urea, and
others will follow in rapid succession.

'Mr. 'Muitaic: How many mien have yoti to
a group?

The PREMfTFR:- Twenty. We can take
200 men now and place them on blocks that
are ready for them. We can start All the
niarried men we cail get and far more than
are availahle. The expenditure to date, in-
chiding wages, amounts to £E154,841. That is
for wages and for housing, feariag, and so
forth. The settlers are perfeetly happy, be-
cautle they hare no rent to pay, no wood to
buyr no rates or taxes, and, seeing that they
can grow their own vegetables, these things
make a great difference in the cost of living.
I hope during the coming snnrnwer hon. mem-
bers will seize the opportunity of visiting the
group settlements to see whiat is going on.
T should like to see members visiting these
groups.,. because it appears to be thre systenm
suited for the development of the South-
Wes~t, it is julst as well thtat bon. members
should mneet these people on their blocks and
see how they are faring. The soldier settle-
ment scemeie has absorbed a considerable sum
of manor- The total expenditure to date is
£4,9231,281. The Agricultural Bank approvals
for loans to the end of last month repre-
sented £4,619,6889. These loans were made
available to 4,684 soldiers. These settlers are
also taking up wheat lands as they' arc thrown
open at Newdegate, Westoala, and in the
Ronthern C'ross district. At Newdegate the
other day, however, 80 blocks, were thrown
open for selection but only 40 soldiers applied
for tbemn, so that it would seem that not many
more are looking for wheat lands. The total
commitments to date under this heading-
when a man takes uip Crown lands he is told
that he may have so much for clearing, the
erection of a house and for water conserva-
tion-represents £3,540,025, which gives ns
an average commitment of £1,180. This total
includes expenditure on the Peel Estate and
at Herdsman's take. The cost per man will
probably be about E1,100. This compares
more than favourably with the cost per man
in connection with soldier settlement schemes

in the Eastern Atates. The soldiers, for the
most part, have been well settled and nothing
has been deft to chance. They have been
given every opportunity to make good. The
land has been carefully selected and thre im-
provemuents have been such as to give the sol-
dier settler a chance to make good. We have
done as mutch as was possible towards that end.
Occasionally trouble arises but, generally
speaking, the area have been contented and
htave been given a good chance to succeed.
To cover the cost of roads in country dis-
tricts, princeipally to set as feeders to rail-
Ways, £45O(Iok is provided.

'Mr. 'Muici dretv attention to the state of
the House.

Bells rung, aind a quorumi formaed.

The PREMIER: On road work for Litreat-
ployed soldiers £:16,000 is provided, the Comn-
monwealthi Government providing a similar
sum. For public buildings we have set aside
£60,545. This appears large, but it is heavily
affected by the ptrovision of £19,300 for the
Claremiont asyluor, and £10,000 for the
erection aof a reception hone. I draw atten-
tion to the item of 915,000 to be expended on
the provision at Crawley of science roomns for
the University. Years ago the House deter-
mined that there should be a University. The
housing of that institution is altogether in-
sufficient, and somethiag has to be done if
accommodation is to he provided for the
students rouming along. 'Bunbury High
School accounts for the aunt of £8,850. Ahout
two-thirds of the aggregate total of this
mnoney is for the developmteat of agriculture.
Only about £40,000 will be expended on
materials purchased abroad, such as rails
and fastenings. The remainder of the sum
almost entirely represents wages to be paid
to our own people. Probably there baar never
been ant amount asked for which represented
so much expenditure within the State, and
so little outside of the State. This mioney
will be used first to reader unnecessary the
importation of large quantities of food. It
will het usedl also to increase population and
lprodiction, and to foster our export trade.
It will represent a. large increase in pro-
dluctiotn including, I hope, gold production,
and generally' it will serve to improve many
of our industries, and establish others. The
House believes that we can get out of our
financial troubles by increased development
and production. I ask the House to agree to
the expenditure of this money to that end,
We know more abaut our country now than
ever before. T do not know why the full
knowledge of its possibilities should have
come so slowly. It was said we had no gold,
when in point of fact we had gold in plenty.
It was said n-c could grow no wheat, when
we bad wvheat lands capable of producing a
50-million bushel harvest. It was said we
could grow no fruit, when we had the best
fruit coon try in the world, So it has been
all along the line. These possibilities having
revealed themselves so slowly accounts for
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the backward state of our development. But
we know now, and with our increased know-
ledge of the State 's possibilities we should.
take advantage of all that is offering, and
endeavour to increase our population. and so
increase our usefulness to the Commonwealth
and to the Empire.

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Companies Act Amendment.
Returned to the Council with an amend-

ment.
2, Western Australian Batik Act Amend-

ment (Private).
Transmitted to the Council.

ISILL-J-ARNADUP-DENMARK
RAIL WAY.

Report of Committee.
The MINISTER FOX MINES: I move-

That the Committee's report be adopted.
Mr. A. THOMSON; I should like an

assurance from the Government as to the
mnethods to be employed in the construction
of the line, whether it is to be constructed by
day labour or by contract. Public tenders
should be enlled, and the departmental officers
should be allowed to submit a tender as well.
I want to be satisfied that wc are getting
value for our money.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Like the value the
Collie people got with that church. It fell
down.

'Mr. A. THOMSON; They got good value.
The church is still there.

The Minister for Mines: What do you want
to know; whether the line is to be built by
day labour or by contract?

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is so.
The Minister for M1ines: The answer 's

"Yes'
Mr. A. THOMSON; I do not want this

matter treated with levity.
The Minister for Mines: Well, howr can I

say by which system it will be built?
Mr. Underwood; Of course we cannot ex-

pect a reply from a Minister who thinks only
of going off to the Melbourne Cup.

Hot. P. Collier: Let brotherly love con-
tinue.

Mr. A. THOMSON; I wvant an assurance
from the Government that for the construc-
tion of the line public tenders will be called,
and that the department too shall submit a
tender. Also I want the principle affirmed
that when the departmental officers submit a
price, they shall be held responsible for the
price.

Hon. P. Collier: And if there be any loss,
they shall make up the difference.

Mr. A. THOMSON;- No, but if th eir
estimate -be not justified, they shall be dis-
m~issed.

The Minister for Mines: And what if they
make a profit?

Mr. A. THOMSON; Then they should get
a bonus on it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On a point of
order. Is this the stage at which to discuss
the method by which the line is to be con-
structed!

Mr. SPEAKER; When the lion, member
rose, I -understood that he desired simply to
ask a question.

Hon. P. Collier! That is so, but it has
developed into a rambling, discursive kind
of yarn.

',%r. A. THOMSON; The question may
materially affect the votes of members.

Mr. Lutey:- You voted for the second
reading; why this delay now?

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is a principle which
should be affirmed.

The Minister for Mines: This is not the
time at which to discuss that principle.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If I have an aur-
aitee frein the Prfimier-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! What is the hon.
member's question? I cannot allow the hon.
member to ramble all over the place.

The MINISTER FOR MINES; This Is
not the stage at which such questions should
he submitted. I am not in charge of the
department which will undertake the con-
struction of the line. It is the Minister for
Works who is coneerned, and he is away in
his office at the moment. The question can
be brought up when the item of V5,000 on the
Loan Estimates is before us.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Last evening when
discussing the Bill in Committee, I stated
that the amount of f800,000 involved in the
eon struction of this line was the largest an-
thor-ised by Parliament for any public work
since the days of Siv John Forrest, aud the
Minister for M.%ines corrected me by saying
that thle Wongan Rills-Mullewa line had cost
ab~out UOO0,0 00. 1 was not in a position then
tO challenhge tile statement of the- Minister,
but I have since looked up the figures and I
find that the expenditure on thZ Wongan
Thills-Mulflewn line to date is V4320,R;B8

Mr. Lutey: Tha9t was good bluff.
Ron., P. COLutIER: That is lew. than one

hialt of the am1ount stated by the Minister.
The MNTXI'STER FOR 'MINES: In fairness

mar [ say that I first of nll quoted the dis-
tiancef aS being 190 Miles and t was advised
hy one of my colleagues9 that the cost was
£4,000 per- mille. [ ran out the figures aol1
arrived at a total of £760,000. If I was
wrong, I ant sorry.

M1r. A. Thomson; Is it possible to obtain
a reply to my question nlow that the Minister
for Works hias returned to his seat?

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not the proper
time, Thie hon. member will have an oppor-
tinjity on the Loan Estimates.

QUestielL put and passed; repiort of Com-
mittee adopted.

- 1*30
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BILL-PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendment.
Amendment made by the Council now con-

sidered,

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial See-
-retary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 26, Subelanse (1)-Add the follow-
ing words: "If any person shall have any
,culture pearls in his possession, custody, or
control, he shall be deemed to have such pearls
for the purpose of selling or otherwise deal-
ing in the same, unless he shall prove to the
contrary.

Mr. TEESDALE: I hope the Committee
will empty the amiendment. out.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no motion be-
fore the Chair.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move-
That the Council's amendment be agreed

to.
Mr. TEESDALE: We gave this matter a

tremendous amount of attention and I ask
members to maintain their position. The
amendment emanates from a disappointed
member of this House who went to another
place and worked up a man, who knew as
much about the matter as he did, to move
this amendmrent. It is a reflection on us.
Some of us have knowledge of the industry,
but any member is qualified to speak on this
amendment. Would it be fair if I was wear-
ing a culture pearl in a scarf pin, and some
interfering John with a set on me or a
sergeant of police demanded that I should
go with him to the police station to explain
where I got the pearl T It is a ridiculous pro-
visionp to put in an Act of Parliament and it
is a farce to subject people to such an in-
dignity. I do not suppose there are two
people in the city who possess culture pearls.
It is a mad proposal to put into an Act of

-Parliament, and I ask members to-
-Mr. Underwood:. Show their contempt.

Mr. TEESDALE: Show any-thing they like,
so long as the amendment is not tarried.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Every effort possible
and in reason should be exerted to prevent
the culture of pearls, but we should not agree
to the amendment. This is what might be
termed the third degree. The accused person
will have to prove his innocence. I am al-
ways suspicious of a proposal of that kind,
and Parliament should hesitate before pass-
ing it.

Mr. Munsic: The same applies to gold.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The amendment is

not likely to prevent the culture of ijearla,'
hut it might prove an aggravation to a few
Individuals.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The onus
of proof should rest on the person in posses-
sion of culture pearls. The amendment is
not intended to apply to a lady or gentleman
irearing a pearl, or a string of pearls as
jewellery.

Mr. Heron: It could be applied in that
way.

M r. Teesdale: *That is exactly what it says.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Such a

person would not be called upon to give rea-
sons f or the possession of culture pearls. The
object of the amendment is to prevent illicit
dealing in culture pearls. The fears of the
member for Roebourne are unnecessary in
respect to the possession of an odd pearl or
a string of pearls.

Mr. Underwood: How can you tell?
Mr. Teesdale: the amendment says he shall

be deemed to have them for the purpose of
selling.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Unless he
can prove to the contrary. There would be
no difficulty about p~roving that a pearl worn
in a tie was carried for decorative purposes
and not for trade.

Mr. Heron: A man might carry a cul-
ture pearl in that way and then eell it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
essential that the onus of proof should be on
the person holding such pearl.

Mr. Underwood: The onus of proof should
rest on the prosecution.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
the usual practice.

'Mr. Macallum. Smith: Well, ,we shall
stick to the good old British practice.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A similar
proposal came before the Committee pre-
viously but was rejected owing to a misun-
derstanding. Certain words were struck out
with the intention of rendering the clause
effective in the direction sought hy this amend-
maeat, but the deletion of those words spoilt
the sense of the clause. Hence the amenid-
ment by another place. It was suggested
that for offences of this kind, a fine or im-
prisonment would not be sufficient, hut that
it should be obligatory on the magistrate to
impose both fine and imprisonment. That
was not agreed to, but the onus of proof
should rest opn the person possessing culture
pearls.

Mr- LUTEY: I oppose the Council's
amendment. There was a time when it was
our proud boast that every person was con-
sidered innocent until he was proved guilty.
Under the Gold Buyers Act a similar pro-
vision was adopted. It is time we took a.
stand and blocked legislation of this descrip-
tion. It is uiseless for the Minister to quibblB
regarding the intention of the amendment. It
is very explicit. Any person possessing such
a pearl wilt never know when the hand of a
policeman might be laid upon him accom-
panied by a demand to prove his reason for
having it in his possession.

The Colonial Secretary: Hie could explain
it-

Mr. LUTEY: We should purge our Acts of
such provisions and not harass people in this
way.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The clause makes
it unlawful for any person to produce or

1931
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attempt to produce or- to sell, offer for sale
or deal in culture pearls, or to have any
culture pearls in his possession or control for
the pu~rpose of selling or .dealing in them.
No stronger provision is iequired. I doubt
whether the Minister is so anxious to put
down the culture of pearls as he would have
us believe. When the Bill was before us pre-
viously, I pointed out that the only way to
stop the culture of pearls was by making the
penalty imprisonment.

iMr. M.%acCallwn Smith: Are culture pearls
produced only in Western Australiat

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No. A fine will not
stop) this sort of thing. It the eame of a
conviction under the Gold Buyerst Act the
permit concerned is rarely fined and nearly
always finpris~oned. If a person is found
with, a culture pearl in his possession, he must
go to the court andI prove that it is not for
sale, and will thus he put to great expense.
I am opposed to the amendment.

iMr. M~UNJSIE: We should refuse to agree
to this amendment.

Mr. Teesdale: It amkounts to an inquisition.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. All the laws on our
Statute-book providing for this sort of thing
should he repealed. There have been eases
of great imposition in the last and the public
should be proteeted. People should be deemed
to be innocent until they have been proved to
be guilty. If I wore a culture pear] in a
scarf pin~ I miight be arrested whens walking
down the street. The Bill as it stands should
be good enough for the protection of the in-
dustry.

Mr. MANN: There is a section in the
Police Act which covers the position, even if
this Bill is not sufficiently strongly worded.
1, too, mn opposed to thle amendment. _

*.Ti. TEESDALE: A good deal has been
said about culture pearls which cannot be sub-
stantiated. Such a pearl can be identified
immtediately by people who understand the
busines. When culture p~earls were first
placed upon the market, they gave rise to a
good deal of trouble. It is to the credit of
British commercial men that when some of
these pearls were sold, before it was realised
that they were counterfeit, in almost every
instance the sailes, 1-crcaencelled Rnd the
money' returned to those who had suffered
over this transaction. There would be no
chance of culture pearls being sold in Lon-
d]on, for only the best pearls tire sent there.
This is not a matter of importance to the
pearl-fishinig industry.

Question put and negatived; the C ouncil's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported and the report adopted.
A committee consisting of the Colonia

Secretaryv Mr. Teesdale and Mr. Mfunsie drew
up reasons for not agreeing to the Council's
inunti dnent.

Reasons adopted, and a messtage accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

HILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier im

charge of the Bill.
Clause I-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendmnent of Section 16:
.Mr. MARSHALL: I move an amsend-

mont-
That the following paragraph be added:
SISection 16 of the principal Act is fur-

tit amended by adding a proviso to Sub-
section 1 as follows: -'Provided also that
if any person, being qualified to receive an
01ld age pension, continues to work, and the
income chargeable of such person does not
exceed £300 a year, such income shall be
exempt from taxation."l

I desire merely to protect individuals who,
fromt a feeling of personal dignity, do not
wvish to become old age pensioners so long ais
they find themselves physically able to work,
and thereby support themselves and sometimes
assist members of their families. Any old
age pensioner who struggles along and man-
ages to earn £100 is immediately subjected to
taxation, if he is a single man. Such cases
are to be found, and there are also women
who scratch for a living and thereby
avoid what they consider the undignified
position of living on the Commonwealth
Treasury, The State Parliament should say
to such people, ''We will exempt you from
paying taxation.''

The PREMIER: I hope the Committee will
not carry the amendment. I do not see how
a juan earning anything like £300 a year
could be qualified for a pension. Age of itself
does not qualify for a pension; there are other
considerations. If a man were earning £50
a year, he could not qualify for a pension.
Really the amendment does not mean any-
thing; no one can benefit from it.

Mr. MAMEHALL: I dlid not draft the
amjendm~ent, and anyone reading it might
overlook its main feature, namely, that it re-
fers to qualified old age pensioners. I wish
the amendment to refer to anyone over 60
years of age. I do not wish it to refer to a
person who is drawing what by some is termed
charity from the Commonwealth Treasury. I
say that persons, male or female, over 60
veairi of age should he exempt from taxation
in the period when they have largely lost
their industrial usefulness. Frequently these
people have battled all their lives, bringing
lip families; and the Government proceed to
tax them as if they were just 21.

Mr. WTILLCOCK: I feel inclinied to sup-
port the amendment, though not exactly as
drafted. There are many people fully en-
titled to pensions, hut too independent to ap-
ply f or them because they feel themselves able
to work. They earn just sufficient income to
keep them, and then they have to pay taxa-
tion on such income. If a man without do,-
jiendants-and very few people over 65 have
dependanmts-flrns £101 in a year, he has to
Day £10f or £12 out of it for taxation. That in
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not right, since the man need nut work at all,
but eould draw an old age pension. I know
4) a stonemason 72 years of age wvho earned
£E4 a wveek. There came a time when he was
unable to work, but because he had earned
shout £201 during the preceding year lie was
billed for £3i tax. That is latterly wrong. The
man who is sufficiently indeppendent to obtain
a living by personal exertioni after arriving at
the age of 65, should he exempt from taxa-
lion. It is the least we ears do for such
people, arid the State would show its prac-
tical symnpathy with the pioneers by adopt-
ing the amendment. I would suggest an al-
teration to the amendment by stipulating the
age of mn at 65 and that of women at 60.

The GflAI7RMAN: Perhaps the member
for Murchison will withdraw his amendment
to permit of the mnenmher for Oceraltton sub-
mitting his.

Mr. Marshall: I ask leave tu withdraw my
amendmneut.

A mendment by leave wvithdrawn.

MUr. WILCOOK: I mnove an amiendment-
That the following paragraph be -added:

"Section 16 of the principal Act is fur-
ther amended by adding a proviso to Sub-
section (1) as follows:-' Provided also
that any miale person over the age of 65
years, or any femiale person over the age
of 60 years, whbo continues to work, amid the
income chargeable of such person does not
exceed £300 a Year, such income shalt be
exempt from taxation.' "0

The PREMIER: J hope the Committee will
Daot -agree to the amendment. There are many
men in the civil service who would eanme un-
der this provision.

Mr. 'Willeock: But you push them out at
65.

The P1ERMRl: There is no logical reason
why a man of 653 should be exempt any more
thank a man of 21.

Mr. Wiliec: There is, because he can
knocki off work altogether if lie likes and draw
a pension from the State.

The PREIER: This will not afford the
relief intended. So far as the womnen are con-
cerned, when they reach that -age, their tastes
change, and they hare no desire fur silk
stocking"4 or other expensive things. There-
-fore, they arc relieved of certain expendi-
ture

Hon P Collier: What an argument-silk
stockings!

Mr. WILLCOCK: Let me cite an in-
stance which may induce the Premier to
change his mind. There are many ald
Women inl this State--

Mr. Mfarshall: And there are aniny in
this Parliament.

Mr. WILCOCK: -who are entitled to
"n old age pension. Some are getting £1 a
week and their keep by working, and they
are liable to taxation. Suppose they choose
to continuie to work, the heavy hand of the
tax gatherer will not miss them. Many of

them are willing- to continue to work rather
than to receive charity at the hands of the
State, and the least we can do for those
people is to encourage themn to go on by
freeing themn from paying tax. There is
nothing unreasonable in the amendment.

'Mr. CHESSON:- Old men over the a-ge
of 60 who may earn up to £E300 from per-
sonal exertion should be entitled to cxemj$-
tion. We know that many who are receiving
£3 a week and their keep must pay income
tax, and, as has been pointed out, there are
many who pr-efer to iuorc than to draw re-
lief. The amiendment should receive every-
one's support. In my district there are a
lot of prospectors, sonc receiving the old
age pension. But as that pension does not
amount to inuch, these old mien go on toiling
with their rlryhlowers, and though they make
very little, the Taxation Department never
nises them.

'Mr. MNARSHALt: It is not surprising
to find the Premier desirous of extracting
the last ounce from the mnost deplorably cir-
cunistanced sectioni of the community. It is
hard that while there are other avenues of
possible taxation, the Premier is willing to
sit back and smile at the idea of levying
tribute from pioneers and others* over 65
years of age who have no desire to become
a burden on the State.

Mr. 7%eCallura drew attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung.

Ron. P. Collier: 'Where are the loafers?
Mr. FRerun: Where are those members

who voted for rmeeting at half-past two?
Mr. -Ye~allunr: There were only three on

the florerinnenit sidl! and they were all sound
asleep.

Quorum formed.

Mfr. MARSHALL: The people included
in the amendment are entitled to an exemp-
tion. There are other avenues for the Pre-
mier to exploit.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

A.yes
'N oes

Mfajority far

Mr. Angwla
Mr. Cherson
Mr. Collier
314' Davies
M r. Heron
Mr. Hugliex
IMr. Lamnbert
Nfr. Loitey
Mr. Marshal

- . - - 16

2

rri a
Mr. McCallum
mr. Munsle
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Troy
Mr. Underwood
.Mr. Walker
M r. Wiliecek
.NTr. XWilsAnNMr. Corboy S~(Teller.)

1933
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Mr. Carter
Mr. Geors.
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickmett
Mr. Latham
Mr. C. 0. Maley
Mr. Mann

Note.
Sir

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Amendment thus passed.
Mr. MUNSIE: What is

James Mitchell
Plese
Sampson
Scadidan
Teesd ale
A. Thomsn
J. Thomison
Mullany

(relter.)

the meaning of
this clause?

The Premier: You have assisted to pass
it every eso for years.

Mr. =USI: Not in this Bill.
The PREMIER: Last year the House

directed that it should appear in this Bill
instead of in the Taxation Bill. We amended
our Standing Orders, and the transfer be-
come necessary.

Mr. MUNSTE: This clause deals with
the amount to be paid by way of dividend
duty and the effect on the income tax to be
paid.

The Premier: We agreed last year to
put the amount of the tax in the Taxation
Bill.

Mr. MUNSIE: Ant . correct in assuming
that no alteration has been made?

The Premier: Yes.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 84:

,\r. MUNSTE: Why the alteration from
three years to two years?

The PREMIER: The alteration is conse-
quential.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5-Amendment of Section 54:

Mr. A. THOMSON: Why should taxation
be paid before the expiration of 30 days from
receipt of assessment notice, subject to a fine
of 10 per cet Every business firmn allows
SO days for payment. The proposed amend-
ment is unreasonable. I shall vote against
the clause.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why does the Premier want
to strike out the 30 days?

The PREMIER: Because the matter is
already prodided for in Section 53, and does
not need to be provided for tWice. Of course
one does not expect a man to pay his tax
before he gets his assessment notice.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 6--agreed to.
New Clause-Amendment of Section 30:
Mr. MUNSIE: I move-

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clause 3-"Section thirty of the prin-
cipal Act (as inserted by Section seven of
the Act No. 17 of 1922) is hereby amended
by adding to paragraph (d) of subsection
(5) thereof the following words:-'Suchi
expenses shall include the cost of travelling

from the place of living of the taxpayer to
the place where his income is earned or
produced not exceeding fifteen Pounds in
any year: Provided that the travelling ex-
pess of a member of Parliament shall be
.allowed and assessed as follows-If a meem-
ber is the representative of the Metropoli-
tan, Metropolitan-Suburban, or West Pro-
vince or of an electoral district therein?
such expenses shall be at the rate of £50
per annum; and if such member is the
representative of any other province or dis-
trict, such allowance shall be at the rate
of Z100 per anu. "'

Paragraph (b) of Section 7 of the Act of
1921 provides for a deduction of reasonable
travelling expenses incurred. in earning, pro-
ducing, or protecting the assessable income.

Mr. A. Thomson: That was an extract from
the Federal measure.

Mr. MUNSTE: Yes; we were under the
impression that a man would be allowed to
deduct reasonable travelling expenses for get-
ting to and from his work. The Federal
Act allows this deduction. Mfy amendment
will prevent the Commissioner of Taxation
from interpreting the Act in a manner other
than that intended by Parliament.

Clause put and passed.
Ifr. WIrELCOCK: Section 310 of the Act

provides that any taxpayer with dependants
under a certain age is allowed £40 per year
in respect of them. Any taxpayer with a de-
pendant, instead of being taxed over £1090,
like a single person, is allowed an exemption
tip to £1-56. But any youth or girl keeping
his or her mother and young brothers aned
sisters and receiving over £156, is not allowed
ony exemption whatever. I understood that
we amended our legislation three or four
years ago to Make provision for such cases.
The breadwinner dies leaving a family of
five or six, and then the eldest son in a great
many eases-Mr. Whitely informs me that
200 or 300 of these eases have been brought
under is notice-keeps the mother and the
other children, and if he has an income of £4
per week be gets no exemption whatever.
He ought to receive the same exemption as
the father would receive. The same remarks
apply to a girl similarly situated. I move-

That the following new clause be added:
-'Section 30 of the principal Act is here-
by amended by adding a new subsection
to stand as Ila, as follows:-'Money tip
to £40 per annum for each dependant actu-
ally expended during the year by a tax-
payer in or towards the support of de-
pendants.'II
Hon. Md. F. TROY: I know of a lad 21

years of age, earning an income of £208,
whose father died leaving the mother and
seven other children, and this boy has to
maintain the whole lot of them. Out of his
£:4 per week he gives £3 10s. to his mother.
He is taxed on the whole £208 of income, and
is allowed no exemption whatever. He is the
only one earning. He took his father's place.
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The father, under the Act, would be entitled
to certain exemptions and deductions; but
the boy is not so entitled, merely because be
is single. The Federal Commissioner of Tan-,
tiin informs me that there are quite a num-
ber of these eases. The boy is not b eing
taxed under the Federal Act; but he is being
taxed tnder the State Act, and he ought not
to be. Mr. Whitely says that undoubtedly
it is a wrong uinder the State Act. It is not
very often we find boys of that age sticking
to their mothers and young brothers and sis-
ters in that way, and we ought to encourage
them.

The PREMIER: This amendment only
alters tile amount of exemption from £26 to
£40.

Mr. Wilicoek: No0 . That is where we are
tinder a misconception. In such cases, if the
income is £158, there is no exemption.

The PREMIER: But such a taxpayer
might he supporting children of 17 and 18
who are at school.

Mr. Willeork: Not at all.
M\4r. Chesson: A taxpayer gets no exemp-

tion for a lad or girl over 16 years of age.
The PREMIER: I do not think any such

exemption should be granted, either.
Mr. Willeock: The amendment provides for

exemption up to £40 a year for each depend-
ant.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: Don't you think a
married man keeping his mother should get
some assistance?

The PREMIER: Yes, you want to take
the lot.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is all we want.
The PREMIER: How can the State main-

tain schools, hospitals and so on unless we
get taxation? Apparently the request in
some districts is for more and more grants
and no taxation at all.

Mr. Wilicock: My amendment refers only
to the money actually expended.

The PREMIfER: I do not know tha~t there
arc many such cases.

Mr. Heron: There are many.
The PREMIER: In many cases, these peo-

ple are living on their parents and not con-
tributing anything towards their support. I
do not know how far-reaching this amendment
will be. If it means that the single man
contributing towards the support of his mother
is to get more consideration than a married
man with a family, I will oppose it. It
would be ridiculous to make such a provision
and should I find that it has that effect,
I will ask the House to recommit the clause
and move to have it struck oaf.

Mr. A. Thomson: You are agreeable that
such a person should be placed en the same
footing as the married man.

The PREMIER: Yes, but he should not
hare any better treatment than that.

Mr. Latham: Hear, hear!
Mr. Chesson: That is all we ask.
The PREMIER: I am afraid a good many

people will get the exemption without con-
tributing a penny towards the support of
their parents.

Mr. Willcoek: I certainly hope not.
The PREMIER: If I find the amendment

goes as far as I think it does and further
than the member for Oeraldton says he wants,
I will have it recommitted.

New clause put and passed.

New clause:
Hon. P. COLLIER: I move an amend-

niet-
That a new clause be added to stand as

Clause 4 as follows:-''A section is in-
serted in the principal Act as follows:-
'In the case of a person other than an alp-
Sentee there shall be deducted, in addition
to the sums set forth in the last preceding
section, the sum of £200 less £1 for every
£3 by which the income chargeable exceeds
£200.' 11

The object of the amendment is to raise the
exemption from £156 to £200.

The Premier: That is against your own
proposal. What about paying for the hospi-
tals, education and so on?

Ron. P. COLLIER: This is not against our
proposal. I want to get away from the prin-
ciple embodied in our present Act whereby
if the exemption were £200 and the charge-
able income of a taxpayer amounted to £210,
he pays on the whole £210 because the cxcmp-
tion disappears. My amendment will mean.
that for every £3 of income over £200, £1
will be deducted from the exemption, until
it will gradually be reduced altogether. In
the ease of an income amtonting to £800, the
exemption would disappear entirely.

Mr. Dlavies: Is that the Federal proposal?
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is similar to the

provision in the Federal Act and my amend-
ment seeks to bring our legislation into con-
formity with the Federal measure. During
the session just closed, the Federal Parlia-
,nent increased our exemption from £156 to
£200. If the amendment be carried, it will
simplify the work of the Taxation Depart-
ment. Instead of separate calculations hav-
ing to he made for the State and Federal
taxes, the one form and set of figures and in-
formation will do for both.

Air. Davies: What is the exemption under
the Federal Taxation Department?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is £200, and that is
what T was proposing in my amendment.

Mr. Teesdale: Did they do that recently?
Mr. Heron: Yes. Just prior to the elec-

tion.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Prior to that, the ex-

emption was £.156 but the same basis of re-
duction existed. My amendment is similar
in wording to Section 24 of the Federal Act
No. 3 of 1922.

The Premier: Cannot you go back further
than that?

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is reasonable. I
would like to make the exemption £250, which
is what the Labour Party stand for. Prior
to 1918 the exemption was £200. The Act
was amended and the exemption was reduced
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to £156 in. tle ease of a married matt and to
£104 in the tase of a single man. Hardship
has been worked, in consequence of that
amendmnent, to a large section of the corn-
ianity. Parliament should not shut its eyes
to the fact that we are not justified in levying
taxation upos those who are not in a position
to pay it. X. married moan who is getting
£4 a week to-day is not in a position to pay
taxation.

The Premier: A man who gets 15s. 4d. to-
day is better off than LL man who got 8is. a
day some years ago.

Hon. P?. COLLIER: But £4 a week to-day
it not equivalent to more than £2 15s. some
year~s ago. In any ease, a married man who
receives £C200 a year is not in a position to
pay income tax. Those in receipt of a large
income often wonder how the man in receipt
of such a small income can live.

Mr. Teesdale: Such a man would probably
not pay any income tax at all on £2030.

Mr. Hietmelt: The tax paid would be only
£2 or £3 a year on the existinug basis.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but the fact re-
mains that such a man cannot afford to pay
anything. I hope the Committee will agree to
increase the exemption and to adopt the Com-
mnonwealth sliding scale method, which is a
scientific one as against our rule of thumb
method. Since 1918 we have bcpn taxing
a large number of our citizens who have not
been in a position to pay taxation.

Mr. Davies: Does the exemption apply
equally to sinigle men and married menf

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes.
Mr. Davies:- Thea it is not very scientific,
The Premier: A single man ought to pay

more than a married man.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Until 1918 there was

a distinction between single men and
married men. The Commonwealth have
abolished the distinction between the two
and made a general exemption of £200 for
both. My amendment is taken from the
Commonwealth Act, and I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to it.

The PREMIER: I move-
That progress he reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes -- -- - .18

Nos . . . 13

Majority for ..

Mr. Carter
Mr. Davies
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
M1r. Hlckmott
Mr. Wtam
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell

5

Aris.
Mr. Plesse
Mr. Season
Mr. Scaddon
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. 3. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Muliany

(Telter.)

Mr. Aogwln
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr, Hughes
Mr. l.Ambert
Mr. Lutey

Noe.
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCsam
Mr. Walker
Mr. Willcock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Heron

(7611*W.)

Motion thus passed.

Progress reported.

BILLr-DAIRY INDUSTRY.

Council'Is Amendments.
Message receiiv.1 fronm the Council, noti-

tying that it had agreeZ_ to the Bill with
amendments.

BLLL-A:GRICTILTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

BTIL-PERPETUAL TRUSTEES, EXECU-
TORS, AND AGENCY COMPANY
(W.A.) LTD. (PRIVATE).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 9th November.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.401. One
might well compliment the bon. member in
eherge of the Bill on his ability to get
priority of consideration for this purely
private measure. I do not know whether it
is because of the gratitude which the Pre-
mier feels for the loyal .support given him

-u- -h43. ho. ta'-aced the
Bill in the fore-front of the Notice Paper
for the past week or two. It is ineompre-
hengible to me that a Premier with a
crowded Notice Paper, who has asked the
House to meet two hours earlier each sitting
and, no doubt, will be asking the House to
sit many hours later than the usual
time for adjournment, and who has
displayed anxiety to carry into law the
many Government Bills which we have on
the Notice Paper, it is incomprehensible
that, notwithstanding all these things, the
Premier should give a purely private Bill
precedence over Government business, a Bill
that nobody has asked for. If ever the
House was entraged on a measure of a purely
private character, one which is designed, not
in the interests of any solitary citizen out.
side the circle of shareholders of this com-
pany, it is now. The N1ll is not required in
the public interest. Nobody has asked for
it. On the other hand, very considerable
re-tions of the community are asking for
legislation which in some eases has been
pressing for years past, bat the Governmsnt
arv unable to findi time to meet their wishes.
Yet they can find time and opportunity for
the cons~deration of a Bill of this kind. I
have endravoured to be reasonable in assist-
ing the Government to get through their

loss
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busittess. Without making any threats I
ay I nti itot going to Sit iu this House Until
the saill hours of the tttorititg, iuid comle
here early tile next day to assist the Gov-

-ernmneu t to get throutgh their business,
especially when the great majority of. their
supporters tire so indifferent to thle legisla-
tion before them, or to the interests of the
electors whlo sent theni htere to perform
their ditties, that they cult seldott iweter
six or seven members out of 34, or to
facilitate tlte passage of business such as
this purely boodHng Bill which is given
precedence over imiportanit legislation affect-
ing, this coutntry. Why is the timte of the
'House taken tip With thisi 13111 rf it latid
bxei b routght down earler in the session,
and ample tinie givetn in whiech to consider
it, t o objection wvould hlave been, raised. A
Isrivate member is entitled to introduce illy
Bill that is in thte interests of even asimll
seel.iott of tle coimmiutnity, as this is, if lie
so desires, bitt it is not expected Of the
House that it should set aside the interests
Of tlto 0 onti1try aVtid( Of thle taxpiayers li order
to fai Braito thle passage of it Bill of this
kind tit this lute period of rtse sesiion.
WhVlt lst comm tetii uif tpon thle work of thIt
session it may itot be out of place for me to
make referencee to a paragraph which
appeatts lit this evening's ''Daily News.,

When is the Parliamentary session
going to cold? Preuiar Hiteltell is optitn-
istic eiioiigs to hope that tile business
listed will be eonclitded before Christnmas.
Thle Notice Paper is somewhat forbiddinig,
!tid the Oppiosition is disincl'ined to help
t,,wards an early risintg. Mr. Collier, its
ita ,tnther of tilie Lab ouitr Party, is Inc rely
i-onss tcuit int wansti ng to ''go show."'

Thle iniseralble squiib who wrote that, tIt,,
miserable iteiny-a-liiier jouralistic prosti.
tote-

M~r. M~arshtall: Atid] tha~t is too cotli-l
31eittary for hint.

Hron. P. COLjLTRR: -knows he Wrote a lie.
That is tile class of gratitudle inenibrs of tle
Opposition get for assisting tito Ctovernment.
There has never been intiany Parliament of
Australia anl Opposition which has been mnore
generous townards thle Government than the
Opposition in this Chamber, and this is the
instal sort of tlmatks we get at tile end of it
all, no matter how we many have cootperated
with tltose in power to transact tlte hiisiiisss
of the 'Outitty. We have these tmiserable
squibs who will wvrite a paragraph like this,
saying that as a mnemaber of the Labour Party,
I atm ontly adopting the policy of the Labour
Party ond gointg slow.

Mr. Munsie: H~e is a liar of the first water.
li-on. P. COLLIER: If hie is so an~xiouis

hottestly to entttstent utpon thle go show policy,
he might reasonably conmment upon thle large
hproportioii of members in this Assembly who
pay nohttly no heed or give no tinie -to the
work they are elected to perform here. The
House is practically enlptv tmost of tile time,
and in thait, these so-called critics con find
food for comnmtent ott the questioni of gfog

stow. So far as titenhers of the Opposition
re coaceriicd laid the attention they pay to
their duties al the wvork they have been, seat
here to perform, F. saiy that no one could lteon-
estly lay at their door :ay charge cettctedI
with a got-slowv policy. Wht ever our views
lay hie we :ilways eiideavouir to give a reatson-
able antonuit Of titile it td attetion to tile
worlk thtat is platedl before Parliamentt for
contsiderattion. The Preitier is anxious to
secure adlditionat revenue because of the n-
fortnttate fintancial positioni lif thle country.
Even, though he0 Wants to obtain an additional
£1 00,00 under his Hospitals Stil, which
m~ean~s a difference of f]lO10,000 to tile deficit at
the end tif til- year, th-jt 1Bi11 has to stottd
do wi, aid this private sue;, 5're, wvh il will ik
itot oil, J eimmy if iliffre, re it) thle Treus try,
or to ally itlividaal in tile eotiitrv e'xept
the sliarehloltdetrs, is ito take ijrceedemit:e ovet it.
Tile Preienr kitows tliat ny fSW1. tat does
nt pass tI rongit this (Chamtber by thle, end
of text week statnds a good chtance Of lcfAtn'g
lost lit tile etti] of tte sessiont. twell though
the THospitails Rlill, plis the £100,000, were
tlt rn Overboar :i-is well as titi: otiter fill-
poritoant t tensit i-s i tit,' Not ice Poiper, be-
cau se thiere ii ty be man lii eien~t title itn which
to consider then,, atliplo opportunity is to 1)0
given for tile cotisideration of this Bill in
another place. This Bill ait i'll] events most
noat ])e ntuimered saongst tile slatughiteted
innocents. This Bill seeks to set tip a trustee
comttpany to deall withI estates, particularly
those of deensed pers'ons1. Otte Wouildl itgile
that tltottand~s of people iii thle State were
wVaitiiig nit1til this Bill1 'was passed to app 1 oit
tlte compqaniy their trvstees before mia~king
tlteir lost will and testamtent; thtat, is fact,
thousands weore wvaitiat'g to (lit' who ,voold 'lie
ltalpy and comifortable if Otnly they eould
)land over their estat s to the conduct and
conttrol of thisi cotuaijl y. 7 notice that thle
list tf provisional tire-ttors contains ntames
that are familiar to us. ',They are the names
of men] who have served On this comitttee,
that trust or this board, every,::"Qcro that offers
an opportunity for thle exetrcise ot power or,
iadluettee, or may influence the adtsinistrattot
of the affairs of thle country. rt somtehow
htappens thtat practically all these tnamtes occur
fromt time to tinme in conntection with the
leading institutions in the State. As chair.
nil of these pt'ovisiottal directors we have
AMr. A. S. Manger.

Mr. A. Thomson: That name hans never
been mentioned in this House.

Hon. P. COLLITER: Oh, not Then there
are Mr. Alexander, Mr. C. S. Nathan, Mr.
J7. r. Holites, M.T1.C., Dr. A..T. I[. Saw,
TT.C., and Mr. W. H. Vincent, merchant.

Arr. Latlta: The enterprising menl of the
State.

Haon. P. OOLLTE.R: Yes. So influential ire
titer. that they are able to crnntnand the G ov-
erinent to put aside all Governmtent work,
anld p)ossibly pirCeett thle PaetactIttnt Of a nuitt]
letr of imtiportant Bills, in order thant a matter
which affects their ow pa rtietalar interests
itiy he consul ered1. ThItis Bill serve4 tn ini-
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terest except that of the shareholders, who
desire to establish a company tlhat will afford
thenm a profitable investment for their surplus
cash. There are twoe evils that stond out
prominently, almost as prominently as the
Darling Ranges, when one walks down St.
George 's-terrace, between WilliarT-street and
Harraelt-atreet. At the one end the Terrace
is given. up almost entirely to those enter-
prising gentlenmen who wield the pencil,
niamely the street bookmakers. The rest of
this part of that fine thoroughfare is given
up largely to groups or coteries of men of
another type. If members have visited the
Zoological Gardens they wilt have smeil the
model house that is called the Guinea Pigs'
castle. Thre guinea pigs dart in at one end
anl[ out at the Other, flitting in and out of
the various entrances and exits that are pro-
videdl for then,. So it is with St. George's-
terrace. We s'e qeroups of four or five men,
who, afttr 'atoking at. their watches, will mid-
denly dart into this or that door. After a
t#9nlec they will come out again, and join or
make up another group, only to dart into
other doors; a little later.

Mr. Tcesdale: Perhaps they aiie dodging
their creditors.

Hon. P. COLLIER: These are the guinea
pigs of St. George 's-terrace. Perhaps they
are darting in for some meeting of directors,
to attend which they draw their fees. The
only effect the Bill will have will be to add
.another opening for these St. George's-ter-
race guinea pigs, to enable them to draw fees
for the services they render to timis company.
People of this class ought not to be encour-
aged. The3' are not producers.

Mr. Manin: Some of the gentlenmen whose
names are oil the directorate are producers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wh~ey may he pro-
ducers; in other walks of jlife, but not inl their
rolotionyship to this to npauy. They are
merely parasites, dra'&ing their fees or
dividends, and produek.ng nothing. Not one
pounds worth of w,;tl is added to the com-
munity, or produh8d an the result of the
efforts of tbe . jkoypley in regard to this corn-
panly. 'V%6 may, therefore, refer to these men
as St. George's Terrace guinea pigs, in whose
interests the Hill is designed. I might refer
to them in the picturesque language of Prime
Minister Mlukhles, who has a matchless
capacity for describing an opponent, whether
he he a bondler or a Labour man. Whotever
his opponent is for the time being, Mr.
Hughes has no equal in Australia for describ-
ing in condeminatory terms what he thinks
of him. H1e must have had in mind such mnn
as these guinea pigs, perhaps such men as
thoem T have mentioned, when he referred on
.another Occasion to men as being "s9mug-
faced, round-bellied men, upon whom the sun
shines every day-'' That is the type of man
which infests St. George's Terrace. Some of
them are here too.

Mr. MIullany: They must be migratory
birds.

Holy. P. COLLIER!:- No doubt they are
such "'en as the immortal bard had in mind

when he said "Let me have mna about mne
that are fat-and such as sleep o' nights,''
not Cassius-Ilie men who have a lean and
hungry look, bat fat men who sleep o' nights,
and often sleep o' day too. This is the class
of man we find engaged in promoting this
company, men who are in every good thing
that is going. We find the sme list of
names connected with the Chamber of Come-
mnerce, the Chamber Of Manufactures, and
the chambers that govern the insurance and
banking business of the State. They con-
trol practically all our financial institutions,
and exercise altogether disproportionate
powers inl the control of the government of
the country. It wast just such a notion that
Mir. Hughes had in mind when hke said that
the Chiamber of Commerce, the Chamber of
Manufactures, and the Employers' Feder-
ation did not hesitate to bring to bear what-.
ever pressure was possible upon the Legisla-
ture in order to secure what wvas desired. How
truly Mr. Hughes depicted the conditions of
things we find here to-day. ''They did not
hesitate to bring pressure to bear upon legis-
lators in order to obtain what they desired.''
The very fact that we are now engaged in
considering this Bill before many others, is
proof that this little section to whom I have
referred are able to bring pressure to htear
upon legislature; they are able to have their
desires rind wishes granted, even though the
whole business of the country must stand
still or give way. These are the men so wetl
described by Mr. Hughes. Hero are more of
his words-

The sacred band of privilege and mlono-
poly-men den-ationaflised, knowing no
country, affecting a bastard patriotism.
Mr. Mann: I do not think that is fai-.
Hoyt. P. COLLIER: I am quoting Mr.

Hfughes's words. He was referring to ien,
of this class.,

Mr. Mann: Anyhow, it is not fair.
Harn. P. COLLIER: Mr. Hughes wra re-

ferring to members of the Chamber of Com-
meree and Manufactures, and of the Em-
ployers' Federation. Theo people we are new
discussing belong to one or other of these
institutions.

Mr. Underwood: And- are you accepting
what Hughegsaiidl

Holl. P. COLLIER: I am quoting the
language of the hon. member's National
lender.

Mr. Underwood: Do you believe in Hughes?
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that T

believe in him, bitt I believe that there werey
times when he spoke immortal truths, and
this wai one of them.

Mr. Richardson: What was the occaysion V
Mr. Carboy: It wast before ho got his

£25,000.
Haln. P. COLLIER: I an' quoting from

an illustriousy work which, 1. am sorry to any,
is not to he found !in our Parliamentary
Library. The title of it is, ''The Case for
Labour," written by W:M1k. Hughes.
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The Minister for Mines: It must be out of
print.

Mr. Mann.- Anyhow, it is not your opinion,
is it

Mr. McCallum: It is the opinion of your
Leader.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I would not apply
these words to the gentlemen to whom I am
referring. The opinion is that of the hen.
member 'a Federal Leader, and the leader of
those members around him who are respon-
sible for the Bill. But let me continue to
quote what Mr. Hughes said-

They are screaming- with jingoistic hysteria
when necessary to "rig the marker'' ryr
befool the people. Gold is their god, the
stocik exchange their temple, the world
their hunting ground, their fellow man the
game they bunt, capture, sell and degrade.
From their fellows they wring the fruits of
their toil, save the means of bare sub-
sistence; and with this ill-gotten gold pur-
chase the mercenary ones of the earth body
and soul.
Mr. Richardson: It sounds like Lenin or

Trotsky.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, it sounds like

Lenin or Trotsky.
Mr. Lutey: Lenin or Trotsky were never

in it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: If I were to employ

such language, I1 would be classed with them.
That was the opinion held by W. M. Hughes
before he became associated with these very
people. I do not know what has hecoine of
those men whom he described in that work.
They must have got oiff the earth, because
he denies that they are behind bun to-dlay.
They have not attached themselves to the
Labour Party. They certainly are not to be
found in Beau fort -street, but you will find
them in St. George 1s-terrace. To which body
or party they belong, I do not know. But
certainly Mr. Hughes will not admit that they
are associated with him to-day. So, I sup-
pose, they have gone off the face of Australia.
Regarding the Bill, I can only con-
clude that the Government are not
anxious to get on with the business
before the House. If the Government are
not concerned about the passage of their
Bills, I cannot be expected to use too much
expedition in connection with this Bill. As
an inducement for the public to snbscribe to
the shares of this company, the directors
have made statements regarding the success
of similar organisations in other parts of
Australia. This is what they had to say in
their prospectus-

Tue experience of similar companies
shows that they become sound and sub-
stantial concerns and form very safe and
profitable investments for capital. There
is not ain executor and trustee company
formed in Australia that has afterwards
c-eased operations or failed to make pro-
gress. In Western Australia there is only
one company carrying on this business,

and when formed in 1893 it was consid-
ered not only necessary to the community
hot also a prudent investnient-tor capital.
The success that has attended the opera-
tions of that company is well known, and
it is apparent that the great growth of
this State (practically all of which has
taken place during that period) and the
futnre development of the State, with its
increasing population, affords an opening
for the establishment of another executor
and trustee company here.
'Mr. Mann: That is a reasonable pros-

pectus.
Hon. P. COLLIER: What benefit will

such an institution be to the StateF What
service will it give to the people of 'Western
Australia which they cannot freely obtain at
the present time? That is the point. What
will it add to the wealth and production of
the State, and what will it do other than to
provide a profitable investment for the share-
holders? It is an absolute waste of money.
We have a trustee company operating in this
State at the present time, and that company
finds itself able to cope with all the business
that is offered. To set uip another company
to dLuplicate the staff, as it were, to employ
a. general manager at R2,000 per annumn, an
assistant mna iger at £1,200, and the attend-
ant expenses of office and the staff-all this
means unnecessary and costly duplication of
sen-ices. The people have to pay f or it all
and the clients of the rompany will have
to provide the money whereby the salaries
will be paid, as well as the overhead ex-
penses of the company. Why set up two
businesses to cope with something that ran
be attended to by one?3 This is not the
question of the establishment of an indus-
try. This House does not give much of its
time towards the consideration of measures
having for their object the establishment of
now indlustries in the State. With the con-
dition irk which we find ourselves, we might
well devote our attention to the considera-
tion of measures to assist in the establish-
meat of new industries or to aid the develop-
mnet of existing ones. That would be doing
a national service, doing something for the
well being of the community. But to spend
our time creating a new body, as we are
asked to do, means nothing more than to
set up in the State another of the already
numnerous parastitic organisations, another
drain upon industry. If these peope were to
invest their 1150,000 in some of our indus-
tries, to benefit the people on the land, or in
connection with manufactures, some service
would be done to the country. The proposal
to establish this company will not return
onte additional pound of wealth to Western
Australia. All it 'will do will be to provide
opportunity for the payment of substantial
dividends to the shareholders. Can we not
he better employed at this juncture, within.
three weeks of the close of the session, in
trying to do something which will work some
good for the country rather than to help
those who spend their time along St.



1040 [ASSEMBLY.]

George's -terrace collecting fees and divi-
dends?

Sitting su1spended fr-om 6.157 to 7.30 pa.

Hon11. P. COLLIER: Before tee.- I was5
pointing out that the business which this
Company w-ill varry fon is4 ,Ireadr 4-ntered for,
that its establishment will mean merely the
duplication of an enterprise already in .exist-
ence, and that whatever money be put into
this company will be withdrawn from legiti-
mate and desirable industry. A number of
men are engaged in scouring the State in
search of capital for tile establishment of
woollen mills. T understand they are meet-
ing with a good deal of difficulty.

Mr. Arant Investors in this State have
dlone their share in conltributing that capital.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Rot those concerned
in this proposedl enompany would be doing a
national service if they were to put thle
£1I50,000 eonlstitutinv thle capital of this
company into the establishment of woollen
mills, for they would thus liw aiding somae-
thing of real value to thle State. Alterna-
thvel tiley' would be rendering a service to

tecommunity if they were to lout the
money into agriculture or mining or the pas-
toral industry, or even into any of our sec-
ondary industries. For years past the cry
has been for increased production. The solu-
tion of the State's difficulties depends largely
upon increased production. The two essen-
tial factors affecting increased production
are population and* capital. The Premier
this afternoon introduced Loan Estimates
providing for the expenditure during the
next 22 months of more than four millions
of money, ev-ery' penny of which will go to-
wvards the development of our resources, and
so will serve to increase production. By
that mnenus we hope to see the position of
the .Sta te greatly iuxprove&V There is no
other way. If there be any moffey available
for investment, the Housa should do all it
can to turn it into channels where it will
result in increased production. On the other
hand we should do everything possible to
prevent its investment in an enterprise
where it will serve only to furnish profit
for capital. A valuable building will be
utilised for the carrying on of the business
of the proposed company-, and an expensive
staff will be engaged merely to do work for
which ample provision already has been made.
It means wasted energy and wasted cnpital.
The House ought not to encourage it, for it is
all tending to intensify the policy of centrali-
sation. It will be another parasitic company
drawing its profits from the producers. The
great problem confrontiak the people of the
Commonwealth is presented by the concen-
tration in our capital cities of more than 50
per cent. of the total population, in couse-
qut at- of which the smaller half, engaged in
primary industry, have to provide sufficient
wealth to maintain the whole of that large
parasitic section dwelling in the cities. Has
ny- member been asked by any citizosl to

aoi4t in the esrahlishmunt of this piropmosed
nepw eouiptfliy? Nat one. 'No public rvquire-
nient will hi met by the new company. Tt is
eveluisively fior the beniefit of the shareholders.
The lion. ineiiiler responsible for the Bill
;tould lie dloing iomiething much more ndvan-
tageinis tii tile State if he endeavoured to
divert ito inure, wholesome channels; the
money, which will be pout into this company.
Sonic day thcre wvill he established in this
State a public trustee. The member for Mt.
Maginet (Mon. Mf. F. Troy) has shown from
the recorils if New Zealand thle value of a
business of that kind. This, and insurance,
are two of the functions which the Sitate
Might toF undertake. Strangely enough, at a
time whlen mneiy is scarce and the State iq
langishiling ill financliial difficulties, when we
have to go to the oversasi nmoney lender to
citalle is to c-art-v an even some of the ordini-
Ary servives, we hare no Bill for the appoint-
nieiit Of: louhlic. trustee, but instead we are
asked to sanction. the appointment of this
paorasitic (conIjuair. A perusal of the exp'endi-
tur- fromi loaln fund lust year will show that
we umNi been spenading eonsidernhle, sumsn
from lonu onl work and services wholly oif a
non-promluri-ive v ha rat-tir which oughit to Ihave
ben pirovided (lilt of ordinary revenue. That
being so, one would think the Government
w-ould avail themselves of this opportunity to
introduce legislation providing for the ap-
pointnment of the public trustee, It is tin-
douhted that a public trustee, charging the
ordinary fees now charged by the one insti-
tution of its kind existing in thle State, would
represent a profitable investment. Similarly
in respect of insurance, we find from the re-
port at the Agricultural Department that a
very substantial profit, amounting to some-
thing over £30,000, was made last year by
the inisurance companies doing business wvith
the Industries Assistance Bolard. All these
things which stand out us being desirable for
Governmnent undertaking, which ensure almost
a ertainty of great profit, are left to the
''mu inea pigs." They are left to the in-
vestor. It is oinly wh~en a proposition is
doubtful from its profit earning poissibilities
that it is left to the Glovernment. .The Gov-
ernwat are alwaiys asked to embark on those
things in respect of which the private indi-
vidual buttons up his pocket. considering the
risk too great. Some again do not mind
being interested in a conecern if the Govern-
ment finid the major portion of the capital
required. In directions such as this and such
as insurance where a quick and safe return
is assured, the Government stand off and
leave it to the elass of men whom Mr. Hughes
described] a.s being smug-faced, round-bellied
men upon whom the sun shines every day.
These smug-faced, round-bellied men should
not be encouraged.

The Premier: Are yen referring to the
member for North-East Premantle or the
member for Leonoral

Ron. P. COLLIER: No1 the majority of
flien in Western Australia who come within
11r. Hu"ghes ' description akre to be foUad iii
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and around the Terrace--the St. Georgea'-
terrace farmers and the Barrack-street miners,
upon whom the sun shines every day. I sup-
loose there has not been an opening for safe,
sound, secure investnient for some little time,
and that the sun of their prosperity Iras been
suffering an eclipse and so, in order that
their sun may shine again the lion, member
was induced to conic down with this innocent-
looking little bantam to provide for these
geatleme-n, whose nanmes so frequently appear
in desirable eaterprises of this kinad. lIt has
nlreadj been stated tit. a public trustee
has. been established in Great Britain for
inn ' - years. I know there arc opposed to
the prineiple of State trading those who,
under a milsapprehension or misconception of
the whole principle of State trading, consider
that the State oughit not to engage in enter-
jriseus of any kind. To those I would say
that Coi-ernmeat control of business of this
kind shoes not come within thme -ategory of
Stt.- trading in the ordinary acceptation
of the term. That is es4tablished by
the fadt that Great Britoin, at country
whicht up to date has not embarked in
the slightest degree on a policy of State
control of trade or Glovernmient trading coan-
erns, bars had a public trustee since 1908. As
showing that the people of that country ap-
previate the existence of this institution and
have given it their business and custom to an
ever increasing extent every year, I propose
to quote from the latest report available to
ie. The report was laid before, both Houses

of Parliament and is signed 11C. J1. Stewart,
hib Trustee' It states:-

The chief features of the present report
may be summarised as folllows-(1) The
continued remarkable expansion of the work
of the Departmaent; the business transacted
in the 12 months now reported upon being
312 per cent. greater than that of the pre-
vious 12 months and 175 per cent, greater
than that of the first complete year. (2)
The satisfactory financial position reached
by the Department. The surplus in excess
of expenditure is now £E11,000.

That may not seem a very large sum, but it
will be evident from the succeeding portion-4
of the report why the surplus is not greater.
It is duo to thme fact that She object was not
to make large profits, b ut was merely to
eharg- such fees as would cover thu coat of
administration so ,that the general public
shiould get the benefit.

(3) An annouincement of a reduction ot
the income fee by the New Fees Order,
191.2. rendered pos~sible by this satisfac-
tory financial position. (4) An explatra-
tion of the amendment of the Rules and
Fees Order carried out by the new Rules
and Fees Order, 1912, and (5) a notice
of certain suggested amendaments. of the
Public Trustee Act which from experience
gained in the practical admnistration of

-trusts and estates since-~the Act came into
operation, appear desirable in the interests
of thme public. It will be seen that after
chbarging the Department in full with every

expen~tse incurred s'.-ce the ist October1
1907, to the 31st March, 1912, and allow-
ing for depreciation upon furniture arid
typewriting machines, the deficit unavoid-
ably incurred in the first two years of the
depart ment, which at the end of the first
two years amounted to £5,208, has now
been entirely obliterated, and I enter upon
the fifth year of office with a clear surplus
of 911,000. in the four years a large husi-
ue s hals been negotiated with all classes,
in all 1 ,artq of England and Wales, ap-
piroxinntig in value to some £70,000,000,
whieh bousiness has been secuired, and a
wide econnection built up entirely out of
r1't'Vut.

There iS the re'sult of four years operations of
the Act in Great Britain. Surely it it was
thought desirnble boy the British Parliament
to engage iii this biusiness, it is sound and
goutd enough fur 'Western Australia, Deal-
ing with the 1articuilars of the business trains-
atieed, the report says-

The current business upI to 31st March,
1912, is £24,681,987. Applications from in-
tending testaLtors requesting tirat the pub-
lie trustee should act as execut or, 2,029-
£E44,01311,000. Total value of the business
of all kinds negotiateti since 1st January,
1908, £6,711,987. 1,166 wills have been
deposited for sae custody. It will be seen
that the busines-s of all kinds shows a
steady' and remarkable expansion. It has4
come from all eludies in England and
Wales.
Mfr. Davies: It is not many out of 45

millions of people.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The lion. member should

hear in mind that the business has been con-
ducted for only four years.

Mr. Davies: 'Yes, and that not too many
people leave wills.

Hun. F. COLLIER: Exactly; the great
Majority of those who pass over are not
worried with the leaving of estates.

It has come from all classes in England
and Wales. Persona of means above the
average have availed themselves as freely
of the advantage of the statute, as any
other class. It -would seem that these value
the security of State guarantee, the econo-
my of a permanent trustee, the freedom to
nominate an executor or trustee who will
certainly survive them, who from the meas-
uire of his success is necessarily highly
skilled and experienced in his duties, and
who, being remunerated, acts without any
sense of personal obligation arising. More-
over, the fact that the fees are not to be
profit bearing gives a mutual character to
the Department; so that those who resorb
to it assist each other in effecting a re-
duct ion in the cost of administration. It is
undeniable also that the success which hans
attended the work of investment has proved
ain attraction.

The report indicates that a very consider-
able proport ion of the people 1who have been
doain!! businesis with the nublic, trustee in
Eteland are those of the middle class at any
rate--they are not drawn heom the working
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class setion-but they were quick to appre-
ciate the value of doing business with an in-
stitution which has behind it the guarantee
of the State, as distinct from doing business
with a company s~ueh as the present one wfln
a capital of 9150,000t. Should disaster over-
take the State and the company be over-
whelmed in financial ruin, those who hare
placed in the company's hands the manage-
menit of their estates will have no redress.

Mr. Mann: The company would do just as
the State would do-reinvest the funds.

Hon, P. COLLIER: But with this differ-
ence: If the State's investment of the funds
turned out to be unsucessful, the whole secur-
ity of the State is there to make good the
loss and the persons concerned or the estateS
would not suiffer in any way. But not so with
the company. Undoubtedly they would en-
deavour to invest their funds and administer
the estates to the best of their ability, hut
we know that even in the recent history of
Australia, some of the most astute business
men and men credited with being keen fian-
tiers have brought ruin not only to them-
selves hut to a large number of people who
were doing business with them. We cannot
tot-get that in Victoria in 1893 nearly the
whole of the banking institutions went broke.
Many building societies in which large num-
hers of people especially workers, had their
all invested, also closed their doors and the
financial collapse brought absolute ruin upon
thousands of people, who had no redress what-
ever. Peoule who went to the bank the
next day found it was impossible to with-
draw their money.

The Premier: They all recovered.
Hon. P. COLLIER: All the banks did not

recover.
The Premer: They paid their notes%
Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall maintain the

truth of my assertion until tbe Premier
-proves that I am wrong.

The Premier: I can prove it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier will have

plenty of time to do so before I sit down.
The Premier: When we adjourn the de-

bate, I1 will show you the proof.
Hon. P. COLLIER:. We shall not be

adjourning the debate for a little while.
The Premier: We will put the question.
Ron. P. COLLIER: The Premier cannot

do that while I am on my feet, and I am
not exhausted yet. Fortunately I am in
fairly good health. Under the heading of
the investment of these funds, the report
has something interesting to say-

Investment to-day has become as com-
plicated as it is extensive, so that a pri-
vate trustee in estates of any value can
rarely hope to do more for a. trust than
give it the benefit of his judgment in
selecting those upon whose opinion In
such matters be must largely rely. Nor
can he usually provide any Organisation
far keeping nder ready observation the
investments when masde and thus mini-
mise the risk Of loss and depreciation. On
the ether hand, the Public Trustee corn--

pares favourably withI other Corporate
Bodies in that apart from his experience
and organisation, lie has no business in-
terests which may conflict with his duty,
nor has he anything to gain by recom-
mending any particular stocks. With these
advantages' working under the guarantee
of the State hie presents a favourable
medium for prudent and profitable invest-
meat. His ser-vices in this respect in con-
nection with large estates have often been
of marked assistance; while there is a
growing tendency for ladies and others of
smaller means who may be under serious
disadvantages in knowing how best to
invest their funds to resort to the Depart-
ment, evidently primarily to obtain the
security and benefit of sound and profit-
able investment. In this connection
declaration of trusts which have the ad-
vantage of leaving moneys handed to the
Public Trustee at the call of the owner
have recently proved to be extremely
popular, and it is now becoming more
generally known that moneys or invest-
ments whether large or small, represent-
ing savings or the like, can be transferred
to the Public Trustee and invested in
sound securities so as to produce well
over 4 per cent. This class of business
must largely in crease in the future.

An important point is contained in that
paragraph. The public trustee has no in-
terest likely to conflict with his duty to the
public. It is conceivable that members of
the Perpetual Trustee Company, even those
prominent, powerful, influential, smug,
round-bellied gentlemen-

The Premier: Don'It be rude to the mem-
her for Leonora.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Who are interested in
this , may have personal interests which will
conflict with those of the clients of the
company. That is an important point in
the administration of estates particularly
those of deceased persons, in kavour of the
public trustee. I presume the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) has an effective reply
to these points. He is taking ample notes.

Mr. Mann: I am just jotting down your
name.

The Mfinister for 'Mines: He will want
youir address next, from force of habit.

Mr. Corboy - Keep your hands in your
pockets.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has been found
possible in England to reduce the fees when
the revenue of the department has been
sufficient to cover the expenditure. Wher-
ever there has been a surplus, the benefit
has been passed on to the clients of the
department by way of reduced fees. Can
one imagine this private company, finding
it has a substantial surplus at the end of
its year's operations, giving to the general
public the benefit of reduced fees? One of
the arguments advanced in favour of the
creation of this trust is that there would be
coumpetition between it and the W.A.
Trustee Company.
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Mr. Mann: The manager of the W.A.
Trustee Coy. said there was room for
another company.

Hon- P. COLLIER:- He could not say
there would be no room.

Mr. Corboy: He did not soy another corn-
pany 'was necessary.

Hon. P. COLLIER : If a town with a
population of 100 people had a dozen grocery
shop;, there would still be room for one
more.

Mr. 'Mann : You do not agree with
monopolies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It all depends on enr-
cumastances. A monopoly in itself is not
an evil. "Monopolies arc sometimes good
things. A monopoly conducted in the inter-
ests of the general public eliminates waste
and the cost of-

The Minister for Minecs: Competition.
H~on. P. COLLIER: Yes.
Mr. Davies: We bare no monopolies like

that.
Hon, P. COLLIER: A State monopoly, Ihi

one that is effectively controlled by legisla-
tion, may be a good thing. If there are
several establishmie nts of a similar character
in a small community, there is the collective
tost of maintenance, overhead charges and
the running of such establishments. One
business might be able to cater for all the
requirements of that community, thus
eliminating waste and the needless expendi-
tire associated with competitive businesses.
I san in favour of monopolies controlled in
the public interest. The hon. member's
argument is of no value unless the com-
petition is for the benefit of the general
community. That canl he brought about
only by efficient service and reduced costs.

Mr. Mann: And a desire to get better in-
vestments.

I-lon. P. COLLIER: All those factors are
present in the case of one compan±.

Ifr. AIManin: Another company would mean
that both companlies would look for the best
possible investments for their money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would mean insteadl
of one manager there would be two; instead
of one building housing the employees there
would be two, and the costs would he dupli-
rated all round, the espenditur-6e having to
come out of thle pockets of the clients of the
two concerns. Can it be imagined that two
-nmpanies of this character would cut each
otner's throat by reducing charges and fees?

M.Nr. Mann: Thle fees are fixed by statute.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The fees cannot exceed'

a certain amiount.
Mr. Mann, The maxiniuin is fixed.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Liter onl I intend to

move an amendment that will mean the fixing
of the fees to he charged by this company.
I ho;le the lion. member will'sulpport Inc. ft
it is intvnded only to serve the puimlic interest
hi- means of this comupany-, he ought not to
object to what 'would amouint to a fair return
onl the capital invested.

('apt. Carter: Would you 'nate it apoply
to both companies?

[7A]

Hlon. P1. COLLIER:. That would hardly be
possible.

Capt. Carter: It could not be made to
apply only to one company.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We mast make a start
somewhere. If we have been going along
wrong lines in one ease, there is no reason
why we should perpetuate the wrong. There,
will still be a monopoly, whether one com-
pany exists or both exist. They will not com-
pete with each other. Tbhera will be an heon-
ourable understanding between them, and
their fees, charges anti commissions will be
arranged by agreement. They will have anl
association to fix prices, in just the samie
way that prices are fixed for nearly all our
requiremuents of life. There is no suich thing
as eoiiipetition. The day of competition in
entirely past. There was a time when men
might logically argue in favour of what is
known as the law of supply and demand, in
that if the law had free and full operation
the public would get the benefit in more effic-
ient service and probably in lower cost. Hut
in these days competition has been entirely
abaudoned; there are monopolies and com-
binations which fix fees and prices that the
puiblic hare no alternative but to pay.

Capt. Carter: It depends on the amount of
woik turned out per day per man.

Homi. P. COLLIER: It is a remarkable
thing that some men and some newspapers
are always commenting on the amount of
wYork turned out per day per man. It is'
time that the people who talk and the hews-
papers which print such stuff should produce
sonic tangible evidence of the existenice of a
policy of go slow. If a man who from boy-
hood has been chained to a workshop or a
factory, chained to it for 40 or 50 years
fromn the blowing of the whistle at 7 in
the morning until the whistle blows again
at ?5 in the evening, living a life of economic
slavery, finds himself becoming a little weary
as he approaches the close of his life's jour-
niey, we are told that he is going slow. -

MIr. MrCnllum: The member for Leeder-
rule will be seeking the votes of such men
before long.

Mfr. SPEAKER: Does this apply to the
Bill?

lion. P. COLLIER: No, Mr. Speaker; but
I think I ann justified in replying to the in-
terjection. We never hear anyvthing about a
policy of ao slow in the ease of capital. ]But
the iico-)e who feed and clothe the world are
slandered day after day in the columins of
the newspapers andi on the platforms. There
was no question of going slowr when the war
was on. It was. the pecople who are now
charged with going slowr, the workers'-asing
the term in its broadest sense, as including
the vast bulk of our popuilation-by whom thp
suprernacy of the British nation was main-
tained. Thme place to find the essential policy
of go slow is amiong the smug-faced, round-
belied geatlemnic of St. George's- terrace,
who smoake large cigars and casually drift in
and out of offices to draw fees; the men who
enjoy life, upon whom the sun shines every
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day, and a very bright moon in the even-
ings.

Mr. Corboy drew attention to the state of
the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; it is just as well
to have some of the loafers in, the go-slow
people.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no doubt what-
ever that we shall see the go slow policy in
operation again before very long so far as
the benches opposite are concerned. This re-
p ort indicates what baa been accomplished in
Great Britain-

Reference has been made to the support
which the department has received from per-
sons of menus. The average value of an
estate for probate in this country is about
£4,000. The average value of the estates
in the hands of the Public Trustee is £8,000,
which in like manner, as he has small es.
tates and conpensation eases, implies that
there are many large estates there. It has
been thought just, therefore, that a reduc-
tion of fees should be first applied to the
large estates, where the rate of fee has
been felt to be somewhat high. Accord-
ingly, where the income is over £2,000 a year,
half the former fee is to be given up on
the excess; that is to say, 10s. per cent.
only will be charged where £1I per cent, has
hitherto been collected.

On those estates, therefore, after only four
years' operation the fees have been reduced
by 50 per cent., undeniably a substantial con-
cession. The report proceeds-

The Act provides that the fees are not to
be profit-bearing.

Imagine our putting such a provision as that
in this Blill

Although the department is at the end of
only its fourth year, and carries a liability
on current trusts valued at 21 million
pounds, compared to which a surplus of
£11,000, entirely provided out of revenue,
is insignificant, and although a large num-
ber of small cases, which the Public Trustee
is expected to take, and feels it his duty to
take, are not remunerative, nevertheless a
business which has behind it the guarantee
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund is mot
concerned to accumulate unduly large re-
serves. It is the intention of the Public
Trustee, therefore, to keep the economi-
cal prin'iples of the Act closely in
view, and make concessions as quickly as
prudent. Should the prosperity of the office
continue, as there seems no reason to
doubt, further reductions will be effected
as soon as possible.

That paragraph indicates the very striking
difference between a public trustee and a
private institution of this kind. This comn-
pany is being formed for no other purpose
than that of profit earning, which the public
trustee expressly disclaims. The people who
are promoting this company do not care about
the public needs, Xea doubt we shall find in
the annual report of this company a repeti-

tion of such information as we had last night.
I can imagine Mr. Monger, the chairman of
directors, rising in years ahead at the annual
meeting to congratulate the shareholders
upon the wonderful success of the year's
operations, and announcing thtat a 20 per
cent. dividend is available after payment of
dividend duty, and that a substantial sum
has been carried to reserve, and a further
sumn carried forward for future operations.
There are big profits in the business.

Mr. Teesdale: Not if you fix maximum fees.
Mr. M.kann: They are fixed in the Bill.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Then I shall claim the

support of the member for Perth in fixing the
maximum in such a way that there will be
no escape. I think the provisional directors
are men who will desire a free handl as to
profits and dividends. The administration of
estites of deceased persons should not be a
matter for profit making. It is essentially
a matter to be undertaken by the State.

Mr. Mann: The passing of this Bill will not
prevent the State doing so, if desired. It will
rather educate the people.

lon. P. COLLIER: The passing of the
Dill will hinder it to this extent, that it will
create another vested interest adverse to the
establishment of a public trustee office here.
By passing the Bill we shall multiply the
number of men whose interest will be dir-
ected in opposition to the State embarking
upon this business. Can one imagine the
five directors whose names I have mentioned
-Messrs. Monger, Nathan, and Alexander,
Mr. J. J. Holmes, M.L.C., and Dr. Saw,
M.L.C.-in the event of this Dill passing, a~nd
in the event of a Bill for the establishment
of a public trustee coming down next year
or the year after, remaining indifferent ms to
the passing of the latter measure? Can bon.
nmembers imagine them being silent and un-
concerned as to whether the State intended to
embark in competition with theml Earlier
In the evening T quoted the statement of the
Prime Minister whose Word will sorely not
be discounted by those whose Australian
Nationalist leader he is.

Mr. Latham: He was not the hon. mem-
ber's leader when that statement was made.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He may not have been.
Mr. MAann: He has probably changed his

views since.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Does the member for

Perth know that the Prime Minister stated
that tese people concern themselves in in-
fluencing the legislature regarding both legis.
lation and administration?

Mr. McCallum: He has had a good ox-
perience, too.

Ron. P. COLTITER! If only be would speak
from the fulness of his experience of recent
years as to how far these people have been
able to influence the Government of the coun-
try, he would be able to describe it in still
more graphic language than he indulged in
when he put up the ease for Labour.

Mr. flavies: It is only fair to say that
some of them want to scrap him now.
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Rion. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
that section belongs to the class known as
big hnsines men who -want to control the
legislature.

Mr. Davies: They showed their hands in
Victoria anti $outh Australia.

Ron. P. COLLIER: But they are not in
the inner circle; they are in the second or
third dlegree tower down.

Mr. MlcCallum: It is only in accordance
with the natural order of things. that they
will adopt that attitude when they have
finished with him. it will come the way of
the member for Guildford yet.

lion. P. COLLIER: The member for
Perth suggests that the pasng of the Bill
will not prevent the Sta:te undertaking
this business in the future. The more
we permit people by Acts of Parliament
to establish themsaelves in this business, the
stronger will be the opposition to the State
embarking in it in the future. If we were
living in normal times and if the country
were governed by Parliament or by the people
through Parliament, it would not matter. Tn
such circumstances, we might reasonably rely
upon Parliament being influenced only by
considerations of public welfare. When we
realise that we lire in times when the Govern-
ment are run and controlled by out-side cot-
eries, cliques and individuals, it is a different
matter. When we hare men sitting on
directorates, issuing ultimatums to the Gov-
ernment that unless funds are handed out at
once-probably the next order will be? " ,If
yea do not pay up, get out'"-I have no
doubt that these gentlemen exercise sufficient
influence to bring about the downfall of the
Government at any time they like. ft is be-
cause I am convinced beyond the shadow of
a doubt that the passing of the Bill will inili-
tate against the State embarking upon this
business in future, that I oppose the Hill.

Hon. A. Thomson interjected.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Do not dlisturb the

sleeping "go-slows' 7 !
The Premier: We were not asleep.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I was not referring to

the Premier; I was referring to the ''go-
slows'' outside. Dealing with the general
administration. of the office the report goes
on to say-

As this report deals with the first four
complete years of the work of the depart-
ment auid the four and a half years of the
fire years for which the first public trustee
was appointed, it may perhaps be expected
of me that I should conument briefly upon
the position which has been reached in the
fivre years .'overed in the appointment. The
conviction and judgment of the founders
of the office have been proved to be well
founded.
!%r. Mann: Do you know how many pub-

lic companies there are in Great Britain?
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know.
Mr. Mann: There are some, I believe.
Hon. P. COLLIERW Of course there are.

There are criminals in every country, but are
we to welcome criminals here?

Mr. Mann: Apparently the public com-
panies do not fear the Government trust in
England.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Perhaps not, but that
may be because the House of Commons is not
so much under the influence of outside gen-
tlemen and corporations as is the Parliament
of Western Australia. I know that powerful
money interests may influence legislation in
the Old Country, but I also know that the
constitutional history of Britain shows that at
times when the actual well-being of the
people was concerned, they did not hesi-
tate to take definite steps, even if
those steps involved the cutting elf of
a loing's head. Many times during the
course of history the Parliament of Great
Britain has shown that it has not been sub-
servient to moneyed influences outside its four
walls. I hope that explanation will satisfy
the member for Perth. Continning, the re-
port states:--

There was, and is, evidently a wide-
spread public need for a public tr-estee.
.Nevertheless, in an undertaking of this
character, to invite the public voluntarily
to place their most important, confidential,
and personal matters in the hands of a
Government department was something in the
nature of an experiment. It might easily
have failed, or have reached onlyma onstant
moderate measure of success, whereas on
the contrary the business has increased at
a remarkable rate year by year. There is
little doubt that the success experienced in
treeting the public need is due to the adop-
tion of the busginess-like policy of organi-
sation stipulated for, with wise forethought,
by the Parliamentary Committee on Trusts
of 1895.

Later on1 the report states--
As referred to in my former reports the

policy of the depar-tmcnt has developed in
the staff a capacity for initiative, for tak-
ing responsibility and for promptness in
administration.

The report concludes with complimentary re-
ferences to the services rendered by the staff
during the year, and it is sigtled by C. T.
Stewart, Public Trustee. I hops the member
for Perth will consider the advisability of
withdrawing the Bill even at this stage.

Mr. Mann: Yen have been more serious in
somne of your statements than in that one.

Eon. P. COLLIER:- Not at all. Does the
m~ember for Perth, think he is serving a public
need? Why do not these gentlemen who are
interesting themselves in the establishment
of this trust, turn their energies and atten-
tion together with their capital, into more
legitimate channels?

Mr. Mann: You will admit they have done
their share in that direction.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- They are certainly
doing their share for themselves in connec-
tion with the Bill. They could invest their
mone~y inl a hundred ways, all of which would'be of greater advantage to the State. Our

im
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industries are crying out for money to assist
iin development.

Mr. iMarsball drew attention to the state
of the House.

'Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the House,
and there is a quorum present. The hon.
nmeiber may proceed.

M r. Teesdale: That was a false alarm!
Honl. P. C~OLLIER: A quorum consists of

17 nmenmhers, and I trust they can hear the
strain.

Air. Mean: Some memnbers are tired from
unalking in and out!

Hion. P. COLLIER: I have no doubt the
Bill will receive whole-hearted support in e-
tain quarters. There are people willing and
anxious to assist in promoting schemes and
ventures of this kind. They spend their time
ferreting round to see whether it is possible
to form a company here or a trust there, not
with the object of rendering any service to
the State or assisting the material welfare
of Western Australia, but solely for the pur-
pose of finding means to augment their own
bank balances. That is what is behind this
particular company. The men who are con-
cerned in promoting it are those who exor-
eise considerable influence, not only in the
private life of the State, but in thle public
life and Government of the country. There
are to be found along St. George's-terrace
men who are able to influence the course of
administration and of legislation. The time
of the House is taken up in order that a
Bill might be passed solely in the interests
of certain persons. Rave w~e nothing bettor
to do than devote our time to work of this
description? Will the well being of any sec-
tion of the community be affected if the Bill
fail to pass? Certainly not. With a Notice
Paper full of important business, we are
asked to give attention to the consideration
of this measure, and that, too, at an early
hour in the evening. YFet before the session
closes we shall be asked to sit into thle small
hours of the morning dealing with Bills of
the utmost importance. Next week, when
the Rouse will be discussing the Loan Esti-
mates, involving the expenditure of over
£4,000,000 of money on projects intimately
affecting the life of the community, members
will be giving sleepy, indifferent considera-
tion to the business. Only a small propor-
tion of members are prepared to concentrate
thought on the questions before the House.
Hour after hour we have but a dozen men,-
ben dealing with business affecting thou-
sands of taxpayers. Nevertheless we are now
asked to give consideration to this Bill, dles-
cribed as a hoodlers' Bill, a description not
altogether inapt. It is from the industries
of the State that all the cost of Government
comes. If we overload those industries with
taxe and charges we shall he doing some-
thing which will seriously hamper the de-
velopment of the State. What money may
be available should be invested in productive
industry instend of being put into parasitic

4tuilpalies. The more opportunities we pro-
v-ide- for the establishment of that class of
enterprise, tin, greater the burden we im-
piose on the taxpayer.. This company will
require a fairly large office staff. How much
better would it be if that staff were engaged
in productive industry' , instead of being oc-
tupied with somiigthiu of no real benefit to
the community! it i-i because of companies

ash 1 this that "e have in Australia the
speetai-le of bloated capital cities and a
sparsely poopulated hinterland. About 4.5 per
tent, of the population of Western Australia
are concentrated between Midland Junction
andl Fremantle. No wonder we hear of empty
spaces and their danger, not only to the
State but to the Cou... louwenlth I We are
merely' in the pioneering stage. All our
wvork lit-s ahead of us. We have this great
vountry to develop. To do that we require
me~n and women, but not in city offices. We
should avoid the multiplication of offices in
tile city. Mlen and women should be assisted
to enu'nge in tile industries that count. It
is a wronig policy for Parliament to aid in
tile estaliilinent of a company such as is
proposed in the Bill, a company which can
have no beneficial influence on the life of
the community. The borrowing of large
alung of money each year has the effect of
creating a fictitious prosperity while piling
up the national debt and creating interest
and sinking fund charges the annual
payments of which tend to load down
the State with a burden of taxation.
Every spare hour we have should be devoted
to dealing with Bills to promote the welfare
nf the State, and not to the consideration of
a paltry measure of this kind intended to
benefit meremly a few individuals. Because a
coterie of men who spend their leisure hoors
along the terrace and have considerable in-
filence in the commercial life of the com-
inanity think it desirable, purely in their own
interests, to form a company to provide in-
vestment for them is no reason why we should
endorse their attitude. I ask members on
the cross-benches; to disregard the fact that
Mr. Monger is chairman of directors.

Mr. Latham: Re will not be taken into
conisiderationi in dealing with the Bill.

Mr. McCallum: Has this Bill been before
caucus?

The Minister for Mines: There is plenty
of time yet.

Haon. P. COLLIER: All the profits dis-
tributed i the city from corporations of
this kind are drawn from industry which is
mnainly' agricultural, and country members
would be serving the interests of those they
represent by refusing to sanction such legis-
lation.

Mr. Davies: People are not compelled to
go to the company, are they?

Haol. P. COLLIER: Of course not, but
what will the company do? The people who
go to them will have to pay the fees and
charges for the maintenance of the institu-
tion and the £2,000 a year for the manager.
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Mr. "Maan: They are sure of having their
estates well controlled, and this is not always
the case when you go to a private individual.

Ron. P. C'OLLIE: They awe not comn-
poelled to go to a private individual; there is
already a trustee company in rerth.

C'apt. Carter: ('an you trust them?
lion. P. (OILIER: If they are evil, I (10

not wish to add to the evil. If there is need
for another trustee, the sound and sensible
course is to create a public trustee. There
can be no question as to the success of it.
The Labour policy is not involved. England
hast had a public trustee since 1008 and New
Zealand has had a public trustee for 20 yews,
and neither of those countries has had a
Labour Government.

The Minister for Works: Polities does not
enter into it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, and no question of
Labour principle is involved. It has been
accepted in the most conservative countries
that it is a good thing, in the interests of
the people, to have a public trustee. There-
fore, why do wre hesitate? I hope the Bill
will be rejected on the second reading so that
we may devote our attention to business which
counts.

Mr. Mann: I thought you were going to
move something in Committee.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I intend to do so if
the Bill is taken into Committee, but we shall
save the time of the country by rejecting
the Bill on the second reading.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bato adjourned.

ANNU-AL ESTTMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 23rd November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of the -Minister for Justice
(Hon. HI. P. Colebatch, Mf.L.C., Minister; the
'Minister for Mines, Hon. J. Scaddan, in
charge of the votes).

Vote-Minister for Justice, £78,528:

The ?ATINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan-Albaur) [9.8]: The Estimates of
the Department of the Mfinister for JTustice
call for very few remarks by way of intro-
duction. Members will observe that the
figures for the year disclose an estimated de-
crease in the expenditure of £2,704. This
department controls the Crown Law offices,
Electoral, Land Titles, Stipendiary Magis-
tracy, Supreme Court, and the Arbitration
Court transfer from the Colonial Secretary's
department. During the year the Chief
Electoral Officer retired and a fresh appoint-
mnent was nmade.

:Mr. MceCALLUM (South Fremantle)
19.91: 1 am pleased that the administration
of the Arbitration Court has been central-
ised and brought uinder one heading. Pre-
viously half the administration was under

the Colonial Secretary and the other half
tinder the Minister for Justice. Anyone
having business with the court now has only
the one head to deal with. This will facili-
tate the business considerably. There is no
eomparison between the value of the work
earrie1 out by the Arbitration Court and
that of the other courts. The expenditure
of a couple of thousand pounds is all that
the Arbitration C'ourt is costing the State
for administration, as against something
over £70,000 for the other courts. The
Arbitration Court is undoubtedly the most
important court. Whereas other courts sit
for days on end to determine the ownership

Of a few pounds, this court decides the
ownership of hundreds of thousands of
pounds during the course of a year. It actu-
ally fixes the standard of living for the W.-
dustrial community, and has uinder lBq con-
trol over 1,000 apprentices. TIhe work it is
doing, theref'we, is considerable. I appeal
to the Government to give the "murt better
facilities to carry out its work. There is a
tremendous congestion of work: in the court.
IF was down there on Tuesday last uni-
denvouring to get a decision in itdispute
that occurred nearly two years ago. The
whole of the delay has not been due to the
court, but no decision has yet been given,
and I was unable to secure a date. The
staff is altogether inadequate to keep the
necessary filing anti work up to date, and
provide the facilities that those having busi-
ness at the court are entitled to. I anm
not finding fault with the members of the
staff. T consider the Registrar a very
capable officer, who is most obliging to all
piartics and gives sound advice and assist-
once to all who seek it. But special care
should be taken in selecting the staff for
the court. The ordinary clerical official is
not always suitable for a job of that
description. To be successful in the busi-
ness of that court, a man requires special
training. Better accommodation should be
provided for the staff and for those doing
business at the Court. There is no place
where one can have a private conversation
with the Registrar, which makes it awkward
for the representatives of the unions, as
well as the employers. The parties should
be able to talk frankly with the Registrar,
who should be in a position to win the
confidence of both sides. A clear expression
of opinion facilitates the work and ]cads to
better relationships between the parties. At
present there is no privacy; there are only
two rooms for the staff, and it is impossible
to have a private conversation with the
Registrar. The court itself is eminently
suitable. I understand the Government con-
templated accommodating the court in other
premises. I hope the court will not be
moved into the bigger courts of the Supreme
Court building, because the present court is
compact and the parties are not far re-
moved fromt the bench, and the proceedings
therefore, are not so stiff as they would be
if the bench were as far away as in the
Supreme Court. The compactness and the
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fact of thre parties and the bench being
close together engenders a more friendl y
feeling. There is no conference room, anA
no place where the clerk can confer with
either side in the settlement of issues. It
is essential that a suitable conference room
be provided. There is no private office for
any muemuber of tire court. There are no
public ofiui'ials in this State occupying such
important positions as members of the court
who have riot offices of their own. Each
member of thre court should be provided
with hsis own room, in which to transact
business, or interiew any person who had
business with him. There is only an out-
aide ronmjirt the back which is used by all
tile members of the court. There should
also he other roomos for the sitaff, as well as
aecommodation for mnembers of the court,
added to tile present building. That work
should top Pout in hand immediately. The
court should create a library in which should
be kept a record of the dertisioue of indus-
trial tribunals in Australia and in other
countries,. as well as the agreements arrived
at in conn ection with different classes of
workers. This information should be avail-
able to bo0th sides4, The records there are
those of the Eastern States. They are
fairly well kept, but it is very difficult to
get information with regard to other coun-
tries. Eachi party has to find its own way
of obtaining such information, and having
got it, uses it to its own advantage, and sup-
presses that w-hich it is desirable fronm its own
viewr point to suppress. If anr indlustrial library
were established, containing information of
this nature, it would be availuble for the
benelfit of all parties interested and would be
of considerable vaine to them. It is not
possible for the court to bring about a
settlement of the prcesent dispute in the
iron trpde-! If the President had allowed
thle court to function, this dispute would not
have developed as it has done. There would
never have been a stoppage of work. The
President has refused to allow the court to
:function and the whole of the iron industry
in the private establishments is hung up. The
Amalgamated Society of Engineers secured
a 44 hour week from the Federal conrt.
Am soon as the terums expired, the employers
cited themi before the Federal court and
obtained an alteration. to the 48 hour week.
When the 4$-hour vet-k was awarded to the
amalgamated engineers, the employers locked
out the rest of the unious, the Austrailian en-
gineers, thre boilermakers, and the moulders,
with the object of altering- their week to 48
hours. The emiployers forced this on the other
Lunions, notwithstanding the fact that neither
of these unions was a party to the case, and
that the boilermakers had an application penil-
lug before the State court. Before there was
any stoppage of wrork, a compulsory confer-
ence wras summoned, and the judge was asked
to take action. In face of the fact that the
Federal court'~s decision had been given in
the ease of the amalaamated engineers, the
judge refused to act. He declined to take
the ease in connection with either of the

other unions, whose members were not involved
in the Federal case, thus denying them the
right to get a decision from the State Ar-
bitration Court. Thre Government have taken
a stund in regard to the 44-hour week so
far s the Implement Works and the timber
mills are concerned. They have appealed to
the Privy Council on the groundt that the
Federal Court had no jurisdiction over the
State instrumentality. They have not re-
cognied thle awvarrd, or paid the wages, or
fulfilled any of the conditions which the
court auwurdeqi, but they have continued the
44 hours week, and not enforced the 48 hour
week. They have allowed matters to go on
pending the appeal, which, I believe, to be
right in the circumstances. When we wore
discLissiag arbitration a little while ago, the
Premier admitted that once a case is cited
be fore the court neither party hae a right to
endteavour to alter the decision or force the
conditions on the other side. Whilst the
boilermakers had a case pending in the court,
tile employers enforced the additional four
hors work upon the members of that union.
That amounted to a distinct lock-out. There
cani be no questioning that decision. The
judge clearly lad it down in the ease of the
printing inuntry trouble a few months ago.
While, the boilermakers had their papers
awaiting the decision of the court, the em-
ployers locked them Out, andI the judge
refused to refer the case to court for decision.
He is refusing to allow the court to function,
and is going slow on the job. This dispute
could be settled if the judge carried out his
duties, referred the ease to the court, and
allowed it to be determined there. It has
always been the practice in the event
(if a compulsory con ferene for- the P resi-
dent of the court to order work to be re-
sumed on the conditions operating at the
time work ceased, and to arrange at the first
opportunity to hear the case, and arrive at a
decision. If that practice was followed in
this case, I am of opinion that it would end
the dispute. The ABSE. has pleaded guilty
to being on strike. The judge, could have
referred into court the case of the other
unions which are locked out, and the dispute
could hiave been settled even before work had
ceased. Under Section .59 of the Act, the
court has power to deal with a case on an
application front a union -which is interestedl
in the industry affected. It reads-

An industrial dispute may relate either
to an industry in which the party by whom
the dispute is referred for settlement to
the court as hereinafter provided is en-
graaed, concernedl or interested, or to any
industry or industries related thereto.

The boilermalkers mid moulders cannot be
said niot to be so interested or related to
engineering work through this particular
di-rpute. The A.S.E., whose constitution is
similar to that of the amalgamated engineers,
are involved, buot becaunse one union is on
strike, alt the other unions are affected as
well as the whole of the iron industry.
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The Mdinister fur Works: They stopped
work.

Mr. MeCALLTIM: The employers locked
the door, and forced a different working week
on the members of these unions. The boiler-
makers bare an application pending before
the court, and it might be arranged that the
decision given in one case could be accepted
for the lot.

The Minister for Works: Would you give
a guarantee that this would be the ease?

Mfr. 'MeCALLUM:- I cannot do that; I
merely throw out the suggestion. If the
Government wvill adapt it, I think it will leaud
to a settlement of the dispute. If the Presi-
dent took the usual course at compulsory
conferences of ordering work to be resumed
on the conditions operating at the time when
work ceased, and acted under Section 59, and
took the ease of the boilermakers and the
moulders, or of the Australian Engineers,
heard the case right away before going into
recess, and announced the decision of the
court, I am of opinion that the dispute would
terminate. This is the most important work
that any court could have to perform. The
President is taken away from arbitration
work, and I believe will be engaged on Pull
Court work directly. We found him sitting
on divorce cases while the arbitration work
was being hung up, and the iron industry
allowed to stagnate. The mere possession of
a wife is nothing in comparison with the
effect of this position up-on the standlard of
living for the men, women, and children
affected by the trouble. The question of the
possession of a wife could well stand over
for a term.

The Minister for Mines: It may be the
possession of the wife by someone else.

Mr. McCALITM: Ho could wait too. Ta
there any Full Court decision likely to be
given that will mean as much to the country
as keeping this industry going? If the strike
goes on much longer, a serious position will
be created. The whole of the iron trade is
hung up. The machinery in the different fac-
tories cannot much longer continue to operate
writhout attention. It is surprising that it
has been kept running so long. It has been
patched up, and is being worked under great
difficulties. The machinery connected with
the different establishments cannot continue
to run much longer. I have no authority to
make the suggestion I have submitted, but I
am prepared to meet the men and advocate it.
In my judirment it wvill fwd acceptance. If
the suggestion could he adopted, it should he
adlopted. The fact that the President is en-
gaged in Full Court work should not mean
that this trouble must stand over. If necessary
the court could take its recess later on in the
year, for it is an urgent matter that this
trouble should end. No more eon be expected
fro", the side of the employers. There is a
clause in the Commonwealth award which
provides that any employer or employers'
organisation i-an make application to any
court of summary jurisdiction to have a de-

clararion made that the employees are on
strike, and the award then lapses. But no
employer has attempted to apply to the court
for a declaration that the Amnalagamnated
Engineers are on strike. The employers re-
cognise that the award is all in their favour,
and therefore they are content to sit bac-k
and let the dispute be fought cut by direct
action. Mly aim, is to get the wheels of in-
dJlstry going again in the shortest space of
time. Work would never have ceased if
the President of the Arbitration Court had
exercised his powers. I hope miy present
suggestion will be adopted without delay.
There are three unions other than the Amnal-
gamated Engineers involved. The members
of each of these three unions are out without
any prospect of redress, and it a peer lookout
if the Government cannot find some means,
through the Arbitration Act, to secure re-
dress for amen who are not parties to the
strike, and who are out of work solely be-
cause of the action of the employers. I
see no difficulty in giving effect to my sug-
gestion. Other Arbitration Court work can
stand over. I feel sure no other union would
complain if that course were taken. Thus
work might be resumed before Christmas. The
strike cannot last munch longer without lhon-
dreds of additional men being involved. Ti
thme cessation of work is further prolonged,
the machinery in the factories is sure to
break down. At the instance of the unions,
two compulsory conferences have been held-
one before and one after the cessation of
wvork. However, the judge refuses to act;
and that is an extraordinary stand for him
to take in view of the provision for com-
pulsory conferences, a provision adopted at
the instance of the judge when Attorney Gen-
eral. One of the other unions affected, either
the boiler makers, or the engineers' meoelders,
or the Australian Engineers, could cite a case,
on which a decision could be given. That is
the simple andl direct way, and the Arbitra-
tion Court is there to hear the case. Surely
the Government will not sit by and allow the
law to remain inoperative. Tt should he
pointed out to the judge that his duty is,
clearly, to act in this way. Re may refuse
to hear one union because he may consider
that union to be on strike under the Federal
Arbitration Act. But the other unions are
not on strike;-they are locked out. Let the
decision be given on their case.

Mr. LTJTEY (Biown Hul-Iv~inhoe) [9.33):
As to the office of the Official Trustee for
mainutaining which the country paid last year
£1,978, I wish to point out that the Trustee
Company have to go to the Official Trustee
for a good deal of work in connection with
probates. Would it not be possible for the
existing office, with a small addition to the
staff and some reorganisat ion, to do the work-
that is done by public trustees in other coun-
tries? Here we have a proposed trustee com-
pany asking permission to start in business.
On this vote members should be informed of
the possibilities of the Government going in
for this business and deriving the benefits.
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Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [9.37], With
the first portion of the remarks of the mem-
ber for South Fremautle I heartily agree.
There is great necessity for improvement in
the housing of our Arbitration Court. The
present accommodation is totally inadequate,
and the conditions are such as should bring
a blush of shame to the faces of those ru-
s-ponsiblr, having regard to the importance of
the court. I agree that the staff should be
carefully chosen, and I think that that has
been done in the case of the chief clerk, who,
so far as I know, has given every satisfac-
tion. I agree, further, that there should be
special accommodation not only for the memt-
bers of the Arbitration Court bench, but for
the advocates on either side. Under present
conditions a settlement of issues is often de-
layedi because the one room available for that
purpose is being used for some other purpose.
I also agree that there is no privacy in the
chief clerk's room during most hours of the
day. Seeing that that officer deals confidenti-
ally with representatives of both sides, he
ought to have a special room for his work. 1
do not wish to anticipate the discussion of an
item on the Notice Paper-the Industrial Ar-
bitration Act Amendment Bill-but I may
say that in the best interests of all parties
and of our industries, it is desirable that a
special judge should. be appointed to take
charge of the work in the Arbitration Court.
The president is taken away day alter day
to civil work in the Supreme Court, with the
inevitable result of further delay to the work
which lbas been piling up for over 12 months
in the Arbitration Court. Such a condition ot
affairs does not make for industrial peace and
the settlement of disputes, but in the opposite
direction. The Government are largely respon-
sible, because they have not placed a full-
time judge on the Arbitration Court bench. 1
trust that the forthcoming Bill will make pro-
vision for such an appointment. With regard
to the suggestion of the member for South
Frenmantle as to settlement of the existing dis-
pute, I will only say that he did not state
he could guarantee compliance with an award
if eventually delivered by Mr. Justice Draper.

Mr. 'MeCalluin: The judge would get that
assurance from the parties concerned. Surely
it is not for me to get such an assurance.

Capt. CARTER: I mention the matter, be-
cause, in my opinion, the present dispute ex-
ists by reason of failure to obey an awvard.
If at new award is made on the existing
award, what tuaraitee have we of compli-
aneet

Mr. McCallum: What justification is there
for knocking out the other three unions'

Capt. CARTER: If an employer engages
members of various unions, and one of those
unions refuse to work under an award of the
Federal Arbitration Court, sod thus throws
his business out of gear, he is only protecting
himself and his property by closing down.

'Mr. "McC'nllum: If you stand for that, you
will have every industry in the country hung
up-

Capt. CARTER:- I stand for conciliation
and arbitration, but if a union refuses to

obey an award we have no common basis for
understanding. I reeons that it is more
by good luck than anyithin else we are
carrying on in Perth to-day certain of our
utilities. Unless we get a common basis of
iltidersanding it is not much use our going
to the court at all.

Hon. 11. Collier: The bon. member 'a sug-
gestion, however, is worthy of consideration.

Capt. CARTER: It is a good suggestion.
Hon. P. Collier: If the judge, before pro-

c-ceding, could get an assurance, there would
be no obstac-lc then to his going on. I cam
understand his refusing unless he has such
aii assurance.

('apt. CARTER: All the judge has to go
on is the evidence of the present position.

Ron. P. Collier: Do not forget that the
judge would be dealing with a different
union and different men.

('alit. CARTER: That is true; but the
whole position revolves around the 48-hour
award, over which the whole trouble has
arisen. I apologiie fur being drawn into this
discussionI and I wish to say that the mem-
ber fur South Fremntle inade an honest ef-
:fort to put forward a solution of the problem.
The member for Son th-Freniantle has given
his opinion; I have given miae. T am as
keenly desirous as anyone else in the House
to i'ee the dispute settled, but I cannot see
how it can hie determined.

Mr. MUNSTE (Haunans) [9.45]: 1 endorse
the remnarks of the member for South Ps-a-
mantle (Mr. McCallum) and the member for
Leederville (Capt. Carter) regarding the ac-
commodation available at the Arbitration
Court. The public generally and the Govern-
ment in particular look upon the State Arbi-
tration Court as subsidiary to the ordlinary
courts of law. In my opinion, the most im-
portant court in Western Australia is the Ar-
bitration Court. The decision of that court
in connection with the mining industry, which
was delivered at Kalgourlie recently, meant
a reduction of is. per day in the wages of
mniners.

Art. Heron: It was Is. 6d. in the back coun-
try.

Mr. MTTNSI: I am giving the figure as a,
shilling per day all round. That decision
represented a sumn of £62,000 for the 12
mionths' currency of the award.

Mr. McCallum, All the other courts put to-
gether would not deal with such a sum in one
year.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is probably so. That
de-ision meant a saving to the employers hers
of £62,000 for that year. I agree with the
decision to make the clerk of the Arbitration
Court the Registrar of trade unions. That
step will be beneficial to those concerned. As
to the present industrial dispute, I hope the
C-orernmeat will take heed of the suggestion
thrown out by the member for South Wre-
nmantle. Regarding the views expressed by
the member for Leederville, everyone con-
nected directly with the employees' side of
the dispute, gave to the employers and to the
President of the State Arbitration Court, %
guarantee--this. was before the men ceased
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work-that they were prepared to abide by tile
decision of the State Court. I do not wih to
go into the whole question as to why the men
have not abided by the decision of the Fedl-
cudl Arbitration Court. If I were a member
of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers,
I would have acted as they are doing to-dayIthat, too, despite the fact that there is no
man who believes more in settling industrial
disputes by arbitration than I do. If we
have a dispute toa settle by arbitration, both
sides should have some say in the constitution
of the court. Out of all the members of that
Organisation, I do not think one could lbe
found who would have repudiated or ques-
tioned the decision for a 48-hour week, had it
been given by the court which originally de-
creed the 44-hour week. On the other hand,
the men will not sit down under all sorts of
conditions. As to the guarantee, I assert,
as one who is in an executive position repre-
wilting the employees of Western Australia,
that all the guarantees possible have been
given. If the President of the State Arbi-
tration Court had adopted the suggestion
made to him when the compulsory conference
was held, neither the engineers nor any other
union would have had the backing of labour
organisations or any individual if they had
refused to abide by the pled ge given. That

pledge _as given before the men ceased work.
1 do not wish to plead on behalf of the Ameal-

ama ted Society of Engineers. They admit
their gu Ilt in the matter of the strike; there
is no doubit that they are on strike. Is it not
a fair proposition that the employers should
take the course of action they are entitled
to dot Why do not the employers take action
against the Amalagarnated Society of Engin-
eers? They will not do it., The Plresident of
the Federal Arbitration court, Mr. Justice
Powers, asked the employers to cite a ease
against the union but they would not do it.
Before the decision in favour of 48 hours
was delivered, an application was before the
Federal Arbitration Court asking for a varia-
tion of the award, releasing the Western Aus-
tralian section from its provisions altogether.
That application has been before the Federal
Court on three occasions, but the judge has
always adjourned the case, intimating that
he "-as waiting for the men's decision to re-
turn to work. The President of the Arbi-tration Court here has power to get the men
to return to work. As one who is connected
with the dispute, I can say that if the men
were permitted to return to work to-smorrow
on the conditions prevailing when they ceased
work, they would be prepared to stand by the
decision given by the local Arbitration Court.
That proposition has been put before the
Premier, the President of the Arbitration
Court, and the Employers' Federation. We
have given every assurance possible on that
point. The position, however, is that the
employers in Western Australia are mostly
men who are operating in a small way and
they are prepared to sit back with what
assistance they can get, thus endeavouring to
starve the men into submission.

The Minister for Worhs: The dispuite is
killing trade.

Mr. MrNS1E: The men wvill not be staryc-I
into submission for months to come. I tau
assure hon. members that this matter is be-
coming serious. The men ore getting in such
a state of mind, that I do not know how th-ir
leaders canl control thenm for much longer. It
does not matter what we endeavour to do, the
employers will have nothing to do with us.
They will not dismiss the matter with us, not
evenl the Perth City Council, who are the
biggest employers of men who are on strike.
The City Council refused to meet their own
emlployees to discuss matters. If we go to the
Employers' Federation, we are informed that
no good can come of such an interview unless
the men are prepared to return t6 work on the
48-hour basis. They were not working a 48-
hoor week when they ceased work. The pro-
position we put forward is a fair one. There
was a case in which the Government took
:lvtion in connection with the Potosi mining
vase, in which the company committed a
breach of the Act. The present case, how-
ever, is a more defiite instance of a lockout
than was furnished by the Potosi ease. I
do not know why the Government have re-
frained from taking action for so long. They
should take action to compel an alteration in
the conditions governing the employment of
boilermakers in Western Australia. The
boilermakers had their citation before the
State Arbitration Court and the employers
had furnished their reply. The caue was
coming on for hearing and while the prepara-
tions for the ease wre proceeding, the em-
ployers said that although they were working
4-4 hours, the men would have to work 48
hours for the same money or they could net
be employed. That is what thle employers did
to the boilermakers and yet no action has
been taken against them!I

The 'Ministe? for Works: There has not
been too nmuch work available.

Mr. MUNSIE: There was enough to keep
thenm going. If the Amalgamated Society
of Engineers had accepted the award and
c-ontinuted to work on the 48-hour basis, the
boilermakers, under their own award, would
have been entitled to work 44 hours. The
employers would have been liable for prose-
cation if they had refused to employ the men
for the 44 hours, until such time as the court
altered the award. This has been done,
without ally action being taken against
then,! rr such things are to he continued,
we must look for trouble. That trouble may
come although it will not come if I can stop
it by my advice. At the same time, I will
not accept responsibility for what the men
may do if the present conditions are to con-
tinue. I T can prevent it, tbey will not do
anything drastic, or wrong, but I cannot ay
that they will accept my advice, particularly
when they see the employers doing every-
thing possible to tantalise them into taking
drastic action. If the employers wre look-
ing for that trouble, they must abide by the
consequences. I trust the Goyernment will
do something. We have approached the Ar-
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bitration Court andl also the Premier. WhVen
wre put the position to the Premier he ad-
mitted that we probably had a ease, and pro-
mised to get into communication with the
Arbitration Court. At that time he did not
know that the President was in Kalgoorlie,
but when he ascertained that fact, he tele-
graphed to the President explaining the pro-
position as we put it to him. We got a
reply from the court asking what could be
done. We replied saying that the court
could henr the ease which was already cited.
The President refused to do so And he will
not order the ease into couit. He contends
he has no jurisdiction in conniection with the
Amalgamated Society of Engineers. T do
not think lie has any jurisdiction, because if
he did give an award, until such time as we
are freed from the Federal Arbitration
Court, a State award would not hold good in
face of a Federal nward. That, however,
would not affect the status of the moulders,
the boilermakers, or the Australian Society
of Engineers. They have no azreemenit with
the 'Federal Court. The moulders are work-
ing tinder no registered agreement, State or
Federal. The boilermakers. are working
under an agreement. It is up to the Govern-
ment to do something to ascertain whether
the court cannot f unction as laid down in
the Arbitration Act. That is all we ask.
If the court will do that, something can be
done to settle the dispute.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hiln. ..
Scaddin-Albany-in reply) [10.0]: 1 nvil!
take the earliest opportalnity to present to
the Minister in charge Qf these departments
the views expressed by hion. members. The
other matter is a question for the decision
of the Court. The Government are just as
anxious to have this matter settled as are
hon. members, hut there is a poiint beyond
which we cannot go. Parliament endes-
roured to establish the Arbitration Court on
a basis that would save it from being ham-
strung by a lot of conditions which Apply to
ordinary courts of law. Still, we hare to
recognis;e that the president of the court is,
tinder the statute, a judge of the Supreme
Court, and so is not directly under the con-
trol of the Government. It would not be
right that our judges should bep controlled
hr the Legislature and, through the Legis-
lature, by the Executive.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They should hie con-
trolled in their work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I dio not
think so.

MAr. .Munsir: You would not hare had
this trouble but for political influence affect-
ing the other court.

The MNIxSTER FOR MINES: The
judiciary hare a separate task to perform,
and under the British Constitution Aire re-
cognised as being- quite apart from the Ad-
,ministration.

lion. W. C. Angwiu: They are supposed
to administer justice.

The MINISTER FOR 'MLNES: Yes, but
the Arbitration Court was established free
f ront the conditions generally recognised in
other courts of the land, the sole condition
being that the president of the court should
be a judge of the Supreme Court. Because
he is expected to be removed from all poll-
tieai and other influences, his appointment
is for life. Judges cannot go on strike and
refuse to perform their work. Ths Chief
Justice determines the work to be performed
by the other judges, each of whom is loth
to be permanently appointed president of
the Arbitration Court. None of them has
raised objection to acting in his turn, but
it must be admitted that none is very keen
about it. If wve want industrial peace we
should have a court that could function under
all circum stances, We shal only arrive at
that position when we can get a permanent
president of the Arbitration Court whose
duty wvill begin and end with industrial af-
fairs. Such a man could devote a good deal
of time to becoming au fait with industrial
conditions here and elsewhere, just as a
judge 'a lawyer is called upon to keep him-

sefabreast of the laws in other parts of
the British Dlominions. That point has not
beeni lost sight of by the Government. There
ought to be a way out of these industrial
troubles without having industry held up
and a large number of innocent persons
made to suffer for the guilty.

Myr. 'Munsie:- You cannot have concilia-
tion if the parties refuse to meet.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I admit
that. I1 have no sympathy with those who
refuse to confer on matters affecting the
general welfare of the community. Nothing
can be lost by discussing such matters, Hlow-
twer, F.will take the earliest opportunity to
advise the Premier, if he has not heard the
discussion, of the views of hon. members so
that he can see if anything can be done to
help bring the parties together and get the
dispute settled . The Government are as
anxious as are hon. members to bring to an
cud the existing condition of affairs. Too
frequently our employers and employees are
used by larger groups of employers and em-
ployees in the other States. We should not
tolerate that. I will mention the matter to
the Minister in charge of the department
aid to the Premier, and see if something
cannot be done to settle the dispute.

Vote put and passed.

Deinartnient of the North-West (lion. H-. P.
Colebatch, M14'C., Minister), £20,401.

Vote North-West Department, £22,805:

Mr. lUN)ERWOOD (Pilbara) [10.101
Seeing that this is a new department, it would
be only reasonable if somle MXinister were to
inltroduce these Estimates and at least tell.
the Committee wvhy the department was
created, and why there should he so great an
increase in the expenditure.
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Mr. Muasie: And what they have done to
justify themselves,

The MINISTER FOR MIENES (Eton. J.
Seailan-AIIbnny) [10.11]: Some notes deal-
ing with the department have been handed to
me, but I (in not feel called upon to answer
the questioens submitted by the member for
Pithara, at least not in the way he submitted
them. The department was established
largoly as the result of criticism of various
Goverament departmentts, and of the desire
expressed by northern members.

Mr, U7nde(rwood: Which northern members?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: And to provide a

nucleus for building up a separate State.
The MINISTER FOR M1INES: It might

hare been that. Presently we shall hear from
members representing the North-West.

Mr. Underwood: Will you not give us
reasons for the establishment of the depart-
meat?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The de-
partment was not esablisbied this year. When,
last yeari it was established the hon. member
could bar' obtained from the Premier the
grounds for its establishment. I have been
furnishied with notes setting out the work
performedlduring last year, and indicating
what is proposed during the current year;
but as to the policy underlying the establish-
'ment of the department two years ago, I am
not in a position to explain it. MVembers will
want to) know why the vote has increased.
I am assured by the department that it is
not possible to make a proper comparison of
the estimated expenditure for last year with
that for the present year, because this year
the department have assumed more fully what
they ternm their proper functions.

Hon. W. C., A ngwin:- I am glad you say
"what they termu."'

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am,
putting up the position as it has been put
lip to mae. I kniow nothing about the adminis-
tration of the 'North-West.

Mr. underivoori: The question is, what is
being put up to us?

MNr. Teesdale: Anything will do. Why
bother about the North-West?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I can
furnish only the information supplied to me.
I -am adlvised that as from February last the
North-West Department begant to take over
the whole of the activities ordinarily con-
trolled by the Public Works Department in
the territory now under the North-West De-
partment, the ('ontrol and renting of public
buildingF, the administration of the Road
Districts Act, the 'Municipal Corporations and
other relative Acts, the Water Boards Act,
stock routes, water supplies and bores, and
the transfer of all public works.

H~on. WV. C. Angwin: They did not trans-
fer the very man who should have got the
place.

The NIN2ISTER FOR MINES:- I am
anxions to mnake them a further transfer.

Mr. r[nlerwooml: Yen know nothing about

The MINISTER FOR INES: That in
so, and I am in good company with the hon.
member. He assumes knowledge of the sub-
ject; I do not assume anything. That is
the difference between us.

Hon. P. Collier: You are modest about
your wrant of knowledge.

The MIVNTER FOR MAINES: That is so.
I do not p~arade it, as does the hon. member.
Whether it has been desirable to transfer the
work of these sub-departments, I am not in
a position to judge.

Mr. Underwood: Of course you are not.
The MISlTER FOR 'MINES: Bitt there

is in my department an obligation which I
am very anxious to transfer to the North-
West Department, namely the operating of
the Port Hedland-Marble Bar Raiway.
Such a transfer would relieve ise and the
Commissioner of Railways of a good deal of
worry. Unfortunately the North-West De-
partment would be taking over aheavily losing
proposition. Let me read from the notes
which have been supplied to me-

Beadon Point jetty will Dot be trans-
ferred until completed, nor will the Carnar-
von water supply. Commonwealth works
arc carried out as desired by the chief ar-
chitect. The basis of comparison, there-
fore, is the expenditure by both the Public
Works and North-West departments on
North-West matters last year. Whatever
may be said to the contrary, the coneen Ira.-
tion of all these activities under one de-
partment solely responsible has already re-
sulted in greater expedition, economy in
working anda increased efficiency.
The 'Minister for Works: Are you respon-

sible for that statement?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, nor

for any of the statements.
Numerous small matters,! which have been
hanging tire for a considerable time have
been cleared tip, enabling consideration to
be given to more important matters and
development generally. Tropical agricul-
ture in a small way is already being en-
tered upon, both by private enterprise and
with a small measure of financial backing
from the Government, and the experi-
mental work now being undertaken will
later indicate how future operations should
be directed. A cotton expert has lately
been visiting various parts of the State,
and his advice is to the effect that cotton
growing in the North should prove a pro-
fitable undertaking.
The 'Minister for Works: Is that ratoon,

or what!
Mr. Teesdale: What.
Mr. Underwood: This N.orth-West depart-

ment is a wonderful joke.
The INISTER FOR 'MIXES: If, the

hoa. member will allow me to supply the in-
formation, I shall do it.

Ron. P. Collier: This is the comedy, is iT
'Mr. Underwood: Yes, the Charlie Chaplin

stunt.
Hon. P. Collier: We have had the tragedy.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
rather be a Charlie Chaplin than thnt par-
ticularly fat funny gentleman who used to ap-
pear in the pictur~s, but is now off the screen.

Last year, of the sumn of £25,548 voted,
£21,932 was sp'ent. In the proesas of trans-
fer from one department to anothier, then?
was naturally a little delay in arranging
works, but this has since been more than
overtaken. Moreover, the North-West de-
partment was able to effect sev-eral ceono-
mies, and works have lbeen carried out be-
low estimated cost. This year the esti-
mated expenditure of £22,895 is £963
greater than the actual expenditure for last
year.

That is the information supplied to nie with
the exception of the details. The actual
operations in the districts represented by'
North-West members will be hest known to
them.

Mr. 'UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) 110-181:
The North-West will feel ver grateful for
the explanation given by Charlie-the Minis-
ter for Mines.

The Minister for Mfines: According to
Fatty Arhuckle.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have in service
and loan something like £3,500. Before we
had the North-West department we used to
do the work more effectively for about £,1,500.
I would like some 'Minister to show what the
result has been in other departments. For
my section of the North-West, I say the ser-
vice we are receiving to-day is infinitely in-
ferior to that which we received before the
department was formed. It is a pity we have
no Minister here who can. do anything better
than a Charlie Chaplin stunt. The Estimates
show some economies-a reduction of £000
or £40 in the subsidies to road boards for
the maintenance of roads. 'We have travelling
expenses £800 and upkeep of motor car £250.
There should be a Minister here to tell the
people of the North-West that it is better to
have expenditure on these items and subsidies
to road boards-

The Minister for Works: The subsidies
hav-c not been reduced.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: A reduction is shown
on the Estimates.

The Minister for Works: No.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Is the Minister for

Works going to take charge?
Mr. Teesdale- Yon have killed one _Minis-

ter; he has gone out
The Minister for 'Works: I shall talke a lot

of killing.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Estimates show

a reduction in the subsidies to road boards
of about £300. That is a saving, an economy.
If we examine the cost of the department,
we find it has increased by about £C2,000.
The idea of the department and the appoint-
ment of a Minister was born in theory or
poetry. I think it was proposed by the mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo). The Minis-

ter for 'Justice (lion. Hf. P. Colebateb)
wvent tlhrough that country. It is a glorious
country to look at if one goes through in a
motor car at the right time of the year. The
'Minister for JTustice hooked himself on to us.
It is bardl for us dinkuiin Nor'-Westers in
Rot-hourne, Pilbara, and Kimberley, but it
must he exceedingly hard for the North-West
suburban men such as those of Gascoyne and
Murehison. We are the dinkuin Nor'-Westers,
but the department rake in the suburbs of
the North-West, Mseekatharra, Shark Bay and
Carnarvon. I want to ask-but it is utterly
useless to ask, because there is no Minister
vsho understands the question.

Mr. Mann: That is a reflection.
Mir. UNDERWOOD: If there is a Minister

for the North-West-
The M1inister for Works: Yon were a Min-

ister once.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and I knew myT

business.
The Minister for Works: Then you ought

to tell ns.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Is theme a -Minister

now who knows his business?
The Minister for Works: No; we should

not be here if we did.
Hon. P. Collier: 'The Minister for the

North-West delivered a nice lecture.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. Shark Bay is

about 400 miles distant from Perth, and a
question affecting pearl-shelling arises. 'Under
the present system it is necessary to write
to the Commissioner at Broome, whose pri-
vate secretary sends the correspondence to the
secretary of the department in Perth (Mn.
Neville), who goes to -.%r. Aldrich, who has
a knowledge of fisheries. A letter is returned
through the same channels and eventually it
gravitates to Shark Bay. That is what we
are getting from the North-West department.
Would it not he better for the suburbs of
the North-West to be able to go to Mr.
Aldrc direct? We are entitled to have a
Minister to say why this awful thing has
been imposed upon us. The Minister for
Works said he is prepared to do it.

The Minister for Works: I did not.
Mr. UYNDERWOOD: The Minister in get*-

ting shy.
The Minister for Works: T said I wrould

tell you what I knew about the road boards,
and I do know about them.

'Mr. VUNDERWOOD: T would not contra-
diet the MIinister, but I amn doubtful. I re-
gret that the member for Murchison (Mr.
Varshall) is not in his seat. There is a tri-
weekly mail service between Meekatharma, and
the head office, but anything affecting the
road board at Meekatharra has to be sent
north 700 or 800 miles to the Commissioner
at Broome wvho, having considered it, for-
wards it to the North-West department in
Perth, whence it is forwarded to the man
who knows all about it. Would it not
be better for the people of Meek&-
thearr to be able to communicate direct
with the man who knows all about itt
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We have read in the papers about cotton
growing. Among the represent.nti'es of the
true North there is a cotton king. An attempt
is now being made to gruw cotton in Western
Australia. There is some doubt as to which is
the better plant to grow, that nhich grows
continually or the annual plan'. We have
had an expert from Queensian.l who has hadl
considleruble expierience with what is ltsown
as the ratotyn, that is the plant which con-
tinues to grow for several years. lie says it
is the right plant to grow, buT, others say it
is the ,wrong one. It has very recently been
showni in America that the ratoon plant has
developed a moth or boils. We have to con-
sider whether it is better to grow one plant
or the other. We learn front the papers
that Mr. Neville, the secretary for the Nortoi-
West Department, who has been in the
North-West twice, and would not know
asbestos from cotton if it iuer, carefully
ruffled up, says, "I have always lielil thst we
should have ti-e plant cotton. We have found
that there is some deterrent grub coming to
the ratoon cotton." All we know about 'Mr.
Neville's knowledge of ctton we learn fronm
the speech that was deliv' ,red this session,
wherein it was stated on behalf of the
Aborivines' Department, that we had planted
half an acre of cotton.

Hon. P. Collier: I thought the newspaper
had the only right to use ''we."

Mr. UNDMERWOOD: I thought only His
Majesty or His Majesty's representative, and
newspapers could write "'we.'" Mr. Neville,
however, says, "we" have founid it. Where
did lie find it?

H~on. P. Collier: Oa that trip.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Recently the North-
West Department sent 12 men to Derby. I
give Mr. Jones the credit of acknowvledging.
the best place be sees. Mr. Jonei recont-
mended Derby as the best place he had seen
for the growing of cotton. I agree that there
is a possibility of growing it there. Other
circumstances, however, have to be considlored.
The 32 men arrived in Derby a day or two
ago. The conditions are that they must clear
20 acres of land each, cultivate it, and sow
it by the end of January. They have two
months in which to do this. The worst two
months of the year in that country are
Decenmber and January. It is unreason26ble
to send men to Derby after having wintered
down here in this cold climate, 'and
start them straight off ia a diffcult
sninmer. The land at lDerby" is covered
with a fairly thick pindan. Tt. is so
thick thit if cattle rush hrough it
they break off their horns. It is acacia
scrub as thick ais one's wvrist. It will not
roll down but springs back, and everv bit of
it will have to be grubbed out. The linen
have to met toether their equipment, their
horses and plant, build their huinpics to pro-
tect th-msel'ves from the rain, clear 20 aresC
of country, cultivate it, and sow it in two

months.
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The Minister for Works: Each man?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. If there are

not 10 inches Of rain 'within these two months
it will be a bad season in Derby. We should
have a Minister for the North-West who can
tell us about that part of the State, and tell
us why these men have gone up there during
the worst time of the year. Every mnan I
have known nays if there is anything like a
light rainfall, slight irrigation is required for
cotton growing. I spoke to the secretary,
who knows all about ratoon cotton and plant
cotton, and asked him if ho had mnde any
provision for irrigation under such condi-
tions. He replied, " If it will not grow
without irrigation it is not worth going on
with. " If we cannot grow cotton in the
North without irrigation we cannot grow it
at all. There must be light irrigation. And
yet these men have gone up there under these
conditions. They get a block of ground, and
a solid sustenance allowance. If they live
within their means they will make some slight
profit. If it turns out to be no good
thay~ will leave the job, but if it turns
out good they will stick to it. If
one could not get men here under those
conditions, Western Australia would be a
peculiar country. That is one of t0e things
the Great 'North-West Department are doing.
Whbat useful purpose have the department
served' Speaking for my ownr electorate, I
can say that we have been infinitely worso
served latterly than we were before the crea-
tion of the department. The cost of the
department amounts to three or four thous-
and pounds a year.

The Minister for Works:- Did not you ask
for the creation of the department?

Mr. 'UNDERWOOD: No.
The 'Minister for Works-. The other muem-

bers. must have done so.
Mr. 'UNDERWOOD: Did they?

The 'Minister for Works: I do not know.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is the trouble

with the Minister for Works--he does not
know anything.

The Mfinister for Works: I cannot conceive
how the denartment came to he created unless
you people asked for it.

'Mr. UJNDERWVOOD: But the Minister does
not know it. The department hooked them-
selves on to us. They are something like the
stickfast flea. As a Nortk-Westcr, I desire
to throw them off.

'Mr. TEESDALE (Foebourne) [10.47): I
move-

That progress be reported.

Mo\ftion put, and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes 10

Majority for . 8
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Mr. Augwn
Mr. Collier
Mr. Durack
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Latham
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Mann

Mr. Carter
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Johnston

Motion thus passed.

Progress reported.

Hose adjourned at 10.50 p.m.
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time .. .. .. .. .. .. 1956

Questions: Agricultural lands adjacent to Railway 1956
Assent to Bills......................156
BIllS: Jarnadop-Denmark Railway, It. ......... 1958

Licensig Act Amenment ... .. 1955
DayCtl Inprovemest, Sn .. .. 1988

sup r (No. 8) Z1.040002, Coam. report. 196
Psarliag Act Amendmet AsmbifeMesag 1957
Companlest Act Amendment. scbf

Amendment..............198
Western Austsallan Bank Act Amndment

(Private), 23, Coin. report ........... 15
ClsrSettlement (No. 2)l, 2a..... ....... 959
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SELECT CO3MITTE-FISHING
INDUSTRY-

Extension of time.
On motion hy Hon. F. A. Braein, the time

for bringing up the report was extended until
December 12th.

Ansm.
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Munsie
Mr. Flso
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Corboy

(Teller.)

NlOES,
Mr. C. C, Maley
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Mulany

(Teller.)

QUESTION-LAND SETTLEMENT.
Surveyor Lefroy '8 Report.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW asked the Minister for
Education: Will he lay on the Table of the,
Rouse the report of the District Surveyor,
Mr. 3. H. M. Lefroy, dealing with land
adjacent to railways in the agricultural
areast

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pied: Yes; files and illustrated plans here-
'With.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor received

and read notifying assent to the undermen-
tioned Bille!-

1, Light and Air Act Amendment.
2, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.

EIIL-JARNADUP-DENMARK
RAILWAY.

Received from the Assembly, and read a
first time.

BILLP-LICENSING ACT AMEND)-
MENT'

Read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL-DAIRY CATTLE IMPROVE-
MENT.

Read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILTr-SUPPJY (No. 3), £1,040,OO0.r
Second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Ron. H. P. Colehateb-East) 14.40] in
moving the second reading said: I bad hoped
there would be nO necessity for a third Sup-
ply Bill. this session, and that we would have
had before us instead the Appropriation Bill.
The Estimates have not yet been passed by
another place, and consequently it is neces-
sary for the Government to ask for Supply
for November, which has expired, and for the
present month. The whole of the Estimates
have -now been submitted to the Legislative
Assembly, and I trust we'shall have an oppor-
tunity of considering the Appropriation Bili
with the Estimates next week. In the mean-
time the Supply now asked for is based on
last year's expenditure, and covers the re
quirements for November and December. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. 3. CORNELL (South) [4.41]: 1
must compliment the Minister upon the
brevity of his remarks, and his evident
anxiety to get through the second reading
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