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Hon. .JJ. CORNELL: That is their opinion
to-day. They are coming round to the views
of the Bolshies!

Hon. G. W. Miles:
Bolshy!

Hon. J. CORNELIL: They are forced into
that opinion. The unearned increment in
connection with town lands is a great diffi-
culty. If we tax the land, those who own
it will be forced to use it as it should be
uged. In the cirenmstances, I will not sup-
port expediency in the shape of the Bill in
dealing with this problem.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate ad-
Journed.

But you are not a
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MABLE CASE.

Me, RICHARDSON asked the Premier:
1, Have the Government rcceived a report
on the investigation of the case of Thomas
Mable? 2, Tf so, what is considered to be
the amount of his losses? 3, Will the mat-
ter he given immediate attention, with a
view to effecting a settlement?

The PREMTER replied: 1, 2, and 3,
Yes; the matter i3 receiving attention,
and will be finalised in a day or two.

SELECT COMMITTEE—INDUSTRIES
ASSISTANCE BOARD,

Extension of Time.

On wotion by Hen. W. C. Angwin, the
time for bringing up the report of the sclect
committee was extended till Wedpesday, 6th
Deeember.

BILL—SUPPLY (No, 3), £1,040,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER and TREASURER (Hon.
Sir James Mitehell—Northam) [2.34]: T
move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as i3 necessary to cpable reso-
tutions from Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and
adopted on the same day on which they
gshall have passed those Committees, and
also the passing of a Supply Bill throngh
all its stages in one day.

Question put and passed.

Message.

Message from the Lient.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropriztion
in connection with the Bill,
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Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Committee
of Bupply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell)
[2.37]: T move—

That there be granted to His Majesty
on account of the service of the year end-
ing 30th June, 1923, a sum not exveeding
£1,040,000.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the
adopted.

report

Committee of Ways and Means.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell)
[2.39]: I move—

That towards msking good the supply
granted to His Majesty on account of the
service of the year ending 30th June,
1923, there be granted from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund a sum of £712,000,
from the QGeneral Loan Fund £306,000,
from moneys to the credit of the Govern-
ment Property Sales Fund £15,000, and
from moneys to the credit of the Lanad
Improvement Loan ¥Fund £7,000.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [2.40]:
Does not the Premier intend to give any in-
formation as to what this amount of money
ig to bc spent on? Some explanation should
be vouchsafed for the cxpenditure of this
enormous sum,

The Minister for Mines: Have you not
the Estimates in front of you?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have no informa-
tion.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell)
[241]: The hon. member has had the
fullest possible information; in fact he has
never had so much information in his life.
Ninety per cent. of the Estimates have been
passed.

Hon. P. Collier: You have given us so
much information that the hon, member is
euffering from mental indigestion,

The PREMIER: I am asking for anth-
ority to expend a large amount of money
under the Estimates, to which hon. members
have for the most part agreed.

Question put and passed.

Resolution  reported, and the

adopted.

report

Bill introduced, ete.
In accordance with the foregoing resoln-
tions, Supply Bill introduced, passed through
all its stages and transmitted to the Couneil.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
Message.

Mesgsapge from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read transmitting the Loan Estimates
for the year 1922-23, and recommending ap-
propriation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Committee of Supply.

The Mouse resolved itself into Committee
of Supply for the purpose of considering the
Loan Estimates; Mr, Stubbs in the Chair,

Vote—Departmental, £81,6241:

The PREMIER and COLONIAL TREAS-
URER (Hou. Sir James Mitchell-—-Northam)
[2.47]): When introdueing Y.oan Bills during
the last three years T have told members that
we needed money for development parposes.
T propese to show that money has been satis-
factorily spent in that direction. We are by
the consent of every section of this House
embarking upon a poliey of migration. It
is to give effcet to that poliey that T am
as'dng for this aothorisation under the Loan
Estinates. Hon. members may ask what has
hap; ened during the last few years. T will
tell them. Last year there was an inerease
in ti acreage under crop of 400,000 acres
as comparsd with 1921, This year the in-
croase shonld be even pgreater. Our wheat
production can and shoult be donbled in three
yvears, The development of the wet lands of
the State is now in hand. Thousands of men
are being placed upon the land. The de-
velopment of the pastoral industry is satis-
tactory. Tn the North cotton growing has
been undertaken and should become a great
irdustry. The goldmining outlock is much
brighter. We have considerably reduced our
imports and inereased our exports, Members.
naturally want to know what the money spent
wpon the State will do, and what the result
is likely to he after the money is epent. The
local demand for much that will be produeed
by the expenditure that is beinyg undertaken
ean be overcome. The foodstuffs that are
now imported ean be produced locally, such
as fish, meat, bacon, butter, grain, jams and
preserves.  The average annual imports of
these things is £1,461,000 worth. Last year
over £2,000,000 worth of foodstuffs were im-
ported into the State. If we had a large
population we shonld be a rich State. The
payment for all these imports iz a serious
matter, and our own people should he able
to buy locally all the foodstuffs t.heg require
without having to send outside the State for
them.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Why do not the
railways use onr own jam?

The PREMIER: Why does not the hon.
member use it?

Mr. MacCallin Smith: T do.

The PREMIER: He uses Scotch marma-
lade. It is no use erying over spilt milk; we
must exdeavour to prevent all this cash being
sent away. It means idle landa here while
similar lands are being used in Eastern Auns-
tralia. Their land is no better than ours and
can do no more than ours can. The census
fipures for 1911 to 1921 ghow an inerease
in the population of Western Australia of
50,000 persons. Our population is inereasing.
We have to meet not only the requirements of
the present population, but make ready for
an increaging number of people.
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Hon. P. Collier: What proportign of that
30,000 incrense is in the city and what is in
‘the country?

The PREMIER: I am afraid too great a
proportion has come into the city. I told
‘the House the other day that the number of
voters in Perth had increased by 13,000 as
against 3000 in the country. ‘fhese are all
consumers, for whom we shall require a con-
gilerable amount of production. We ought
to blot out our imports of foodstuffs. These
‘impose a hravy burden upon the tuxpayer.
Tt means a loss of prodection and of wealth
.from which taxatien can come. Tt means a
doss to the taxpayers themselves, We have
working for Western Australia, largely in
the Eastern States, a population of at least
60,000, and these people are paying taxes
‘to the State in which they live. The advan-
‘tage we ought to be deriving from other in-
+dustries has been enormously deereased. T
refer to our mining, manufacturing, and otler
‘industries. Tf we are to reap the benefit of
our activities in the direction T have men-
‘tioned, we must make a determined effort to
rrroduce all the foed we require. The import
figures show that we have spent rather too
freely. In drapery and elothing alone dure-
‘ing the last three years we have spent nearly
twice as munch as we gpent in any one of the
three previous years. Tt may he said that
stocks were low and had run down, but we
«do import far too much in that way. The
average exports for the three years 1917 to
1420 amounted to £10,933,000, The average
‘gold  exports for the three years was
£3,579,000, whilst all other exports totilled
£7,354,000, TFor the two years 1921 and
1822 woe exported goods to the value of
£12,943,000, Our average gold cxport was
£2,366,000, and all other exports amounted to
£10,577,000, or £3,200,000 more than the aver-
age for the three previous years. The tale
so far as imports is concerned is not such
pleasant reading, The average for the three
Fears 1917 to 1920 was £9,347,000. This
means that the average exports for those
three vvars exceeded the imports by £1,586,000
per annum.  For the two years ended the
30th Tune, 1921 and 1922, the average im-
ports were £13,438,000. The average ex-
ports were legs than the imports hy £495,000
per annum. That is a very serious matter.
The increase in exports has heen splendid,
but the imports have grown a great deal
That is due to some extent to importations
for development purposcs, such a3 rails and
fastenings, machinery, ete. T have said that
there is a brighter outlook for our mining
industry. Our hase metals are beingy worked
and  oil is being prospected for in
the XNorth and I hope wsuecessful re-
suelts will bhe obtained. Tt is interesting
to note that every day someone comes
along expressing the hope that he is on
a good thing, and bhas found a gold mine in
some part of the State or another. People
are looking for new mines, and if they look
long enough are hound to find something.
The devalopments we hear of in the Golden
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Mile make onc feel hopeful about the future
in that mining centre. It is hoped that the
wew process for the treatment of base metuls
will result in greater  production for this
State.  We hope that our lead, copper and
tin mines will become big producers. We
may yet work our manganese and asbestos
deposits, and could work our iron deposits if
we had the population and the money. e
stiould be able to manufacture a good many
mure things than we do. For scme years
past Govermnents have encouraged manufac-
tures to the fullest extent. We ought to pre-
pare our snil preduets for our own use aa
well as for export, To this end industries
have been established and others are contem-
plated. [ hope that woollen mills will be
established in Western Australia. If so we
shall be able to utilise some of our own
wool for the maunufacture of the clothing we
wear. This would be an exccllent thing for
the eountry. It may be szaid that the pres-
ent position is not unsatisfactory, although it
is not us satisfactory as we would like, be-
canse other countries are feeding and clothing
uy to too great an extent. A review of the
possibilities open to us shows that they are so
enormous as to make the future look hright.
It is no nse talking ahout progress; we must
strive to achieve it. T have said enough to
show clearly our preposals and our methods
for the development of the country. We now
have before ns clear cut proposals and easily
understood methods. The possibilities lying
hefore us are enormous. T am glad to be able
to say that all members of the House have
taken u keen iuterest in what ia going on,
and in the proposals that have been placed
bhefore the people. There never was a time
when members were so  whole-heartedly
wnited in their desire to see the country pro-
gress. L um asking the House to approve
the expenditure of a very considerable sum
of money. Tf we are to have developuient,
we munst have expenditure. The amount T
am asking the House to authorize is
£3,793,28%, and reconp to Loan Buspenze ac-
count €214,191, This expenditure mny he
dlivided under several heads, firstly, advances
on which interest is to be paid by borrowers,
totalling €2,235,400, and including land de-
velopment advances £2,205,600, assistance to
industries £25,000, and loans to local authori-
ties £5,000; secondly, transport facilities for
which the nsers should pay in freight aad
charges, £613,525 in respeet of railways,
£143.515 in respect of tramways and eclee-
tricity supply, and £171,000 in respect of
harbours: making a total under these heads
of £928,040; thirdly, water supplies and <ew-
erage, etc., fur which the users should pay,
£262 080; fourthly, trading and other com-
cerna which should return interest, £41,205;
fitthly, permanent conveniences for whiclh the
public pay by taxation, £386,364; a grand
total of £3,793,289, Last year Parliument
voted (exctusive of T.oan  Suspen=.s)
348,198, and the expenditure last yeur wus
£2,434,925, The expenditure from Loan Sus-
pense aceount was £214,191.  The bolii of
this expeaditure was under Development of
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Agricuiture, Under advances are ineluded
the Agricultural Bank, the Industries Assist-
ance Board, the Soldier Settlement Scheme,
group settlement, land purchased for re-sale,
and assistance to industrics. These form the
basis of increased production. The borrowers
pay and benefit, and the general public bene-
fit without paying. This expenditnre, and
the consequent increased production, henefit
everybody. From this source comes the wealth
that provides for employment, and for the
payment of all taxation. Every pew man
established on the land is responsible for the
keeping of a good number of people—I think
we may say 10—in the State. No other in-
dustry does s¢ much. Owur gystem of produec-
tion is not followed in every part of the world,
In mavny countries the system is for men to
have very small holdings, and to produce only
what they require for themselves and their
families. This is not the case here. We en-
courage men to do the best with their land,
and we provide facilities so that that may
be done. Al activity, of course, radintes
frem those engaged in primary production,
mineral, agricultural, pastoral, and otherwise,
It is often zaid that we have too many people
in the cities and towns. We bave, but, after
all, this metropolitan area of ourg iz quite
a natural growth. It has never been forced.
The growth of centres like Kalgoorlie, Ger-
aldton, Bunbury and Albany has been abso-
lutely natural. The settlements have sprung
up because there is the trade. I do not quite
know how it is that the few people engaged
away from the centres manage to keep up
such a demand as to bring about the esteb-
lishment of these towns and cities. However,
we do maintain these trading centres. Tn
them we have manufactures and banks and
the other facilities which are so necessary
to everybody. Then, too, we provide harbour
facilities and build railways. We have done
everything we possibly ean to assist the people
in the country to go om with the work of
development, We want all our lands brought
into use—privately owned lands as well as
Crown lands. I should like to deal a little
with the settlement of the South-West. We
ought to bring into use the land adjacent
to existing railways, and partly settled eoun-
try. T hope the Closer Settlement Bill will
pass another place, A good deal more is
being donc than, I believe, the general publie
understand. Thousands of acres of land ad-
jacent to the railways are being brought
under the plough; the owners are doing their
best. As regards the land between here and
Brnnlury, it is of course a wonderfully good
stretech of vountry, and ouly wants to he
brought under the plough, A good many
people have been settled there during the last
vear or two, and they are doing considerable
work. I should like to see the land fronting
the South-Western railway drained. It wantsa
comprehensive scheme, in order that the land
may he well drained and earry a large nnmber
of people. To-day we look upon the Fre-
mantle freezing worka as beyond the needs
of the State., If a few hundred thousand acres
of this Jand were brought under clover, as is
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done in New Zealand, our freezing works
woulid be all too small to supply the re-
guirements of the South-West alone. The
vountry only wants to be developed in order
to produce untold wealth. The Pecl estate,
Bateman's, and the Paterson-Richardson are
worked together. They represent a total of
¥1,355 acres, and the total of the purchase
prices is £42,588. 1In the Pecl Estate we
are draining, making reads, creeting cottages,
feneing, clearing, and laying down perman-
ent pastures. A number of members have
seen what ia being done there, and know how
quickly the State i8 being developed, and what
orderly developmcnt of this kind mcaps, We -
shall have a large number of settlers there
later on. Of course this development work
costs a considerable amount of money. In-
cluding the purchase priee, we have speat on
the Peel Estate £190,096, which amounf, less
£43,000 for plant, represents £147,096. To
complete the development is estimated to cost
another £150,060, making a total of £297,006.
From this amount may be deducted the pro-
fit we expect to make on firewood, £30,000,
leaving £267,096 net. We estimate that
amount of profit on Grewood because there
is a tremendous quantity of firewood on the
estate. About 18,000 neres of swamp land
will be drained on the Peel Estate—in which
I inctude the other estates mentioned—and
50,000 zeres will be brought under the plough.
We can be pretty certain that when the estate
has becn developed it will casily be worth a
million of money, and probably more. If we
did not make a penny out of the firewoond, the
development work would still pay us, because
it emables the Goveroment to lay down tem-
porary tram limes, which are ueed to make
roads, and to deliver material for feneing,
crecting houses, and so forth. There are now
140 hlocks ready to be settled, and I hope
that before the end of the summer we shall
have an additional 100 settled. I saw the
general manager of this development work
to-day, and he expects to put up 300 houzes
during the next summer. Drainage is, of
courge, the thing most needed for the settle-
ment of the South-West. Along the coast
from Moore River to Albany drainage will
have to be undertaken. It is not expensive
drainage like—

Mr. Underwood: Herdeman's Lake.

The PREMIER: Tt is simple drainage, bat
it must be done before the land is brought
into use. T want the Committee to under-
stand that we hope to get the whole of the
lands adjacent to the railways used. When
it comes to drainage and road making and
settlement, it is very much better to purchase
the land than to make the improvements from
taxation, beeause when we do the work we ean
control the development of the land. We
have bought up to date machinery for drain
making, and that is coming forward. I have
already dealt with the land which is to be
served by the Jarnadup-Denmark railway. By
the way, I am sorry the member for Forrest
i not here. The General Manager of the Ag-
ricultural Bank and the General] Manager of
the Soldier Settlement Scheme have just re-
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turned from Demmark, and whilst they agree
with the memhber for Forrest that a number ot
peaple there are not doing well, they say that
there are probably no better pastures to be
found in the State than have been grown at
Denmark by people who have worked com-
sistently since they went on to their proper-
ties, The member for Forrest was quite wrong
1 think, in saying that the estate is not doing
well. The land is doing well enough, and the
settlers there will now be encouraged to do a
hit more than they have done in the past. Of
course they are isolated, and the Agricultural
Bank has not done enough for them to en-
able them to effect improvements. There is
no doubt about that. Mr. McLarty says he
was wrong there, and so I hope that in future
engngh will be advanced to enable the Den-
mark scttlers to do their work. The proposed
expenditure on railway comstruction is re-
quired to meet the cost of railways author-
ised long ago, railways which have not been
built because of the war. During the four
vears of war they eonld not be constructed at
all, and during the (years which have
elapsed since the war the cost of material
ritled so high that we could not possibly un-
dertake the building of railways. Rails which
not so many months ago were quoted at £20
per ton arc now down to £11 per ton, and 1
hope they will become much cheaper hefore
long, We are engaged in building the line
we have heard so much about, the line in the
Esperance district. My friend the membé?
for Kanowna, when he goes down to his con-
stitueney again, will find that he has 2 num-
her of additional electors.

Hon. T. Walker: I am very pleaged to hear
it.

The PREMIER: I hope that by the middle
of March the Minister for Works will have
the line ready to earry traffic for at least 30
miles, possibly 40 miles. Tt will be a sad
digappointment, not to the member for Kan-
owna—becanse he has always honestly urged
the building of the Eaperanee railway—but
to some people when this line ig built. The
line has been very useful to the people in
question, They have been able to talk Es-
perance railway te the electors st every elec-
tion,

Hon, P. Collier:
ernment.

The PREMIER: Yes; we have been called
that. The building of the line will be a
seriong loss to some people. When the line is
romplefed, they will not be able to damn the
present Government, as they damued previous
Governments for years past. With those peo-
ple it has not heen probibition, but always
the Esperance railway, at election time. Then
we are eonstructing the Busselton-Margaret
River line, the Nyabing-Pingrup line, and
the short extension of the Wryaleatchem-Mt,
Marghall railway. The Dwarda-Narrogin line
is not being constructed at the moment. We
eannot undertake at one time more railways
than we now have in hand. We have not the
staff, and we have not the money to put into
them. The three lines named will soon be
completed, and them we shal be able
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to proeeed with the other lines anthor-
ised. We must, of courge, carry ont
the long-standing undertakings of Parliament.
There are other railways to be consgidered.
In every case the development of the land
adjacent to the railways muat be guaran-
teed. Tt is proposed to expend on additions
to existing raflways, £100,000; on raila and
fastenings, £40,000; and on rolling stock,
£60,000. In connection with our tramways
4 sum of £91,515 is provided including
£30,00C required for the Como line, which
was commenced last year. Towards the ex-
penditure to give effeet to the Royal Com-
mission’s recommendations and to provide
the necessary rolling stock, £42,500 has been
set aside. The total estimated cost of the
C'ommission's recommendations will involve
an expenditure of about £144,560. If we
continne to control the tramway system, we
will be forced to provide facilities for the
increased population, We c¢anvot refuse to
extend these facilities to places where they
are reqhired owing to the inereased popula-
tion. Having extended the tramway to
Nedlands, when some other centre is opemned
up and populated, that, too, must be pro-
vided with tramway facilities. S0 long
as we control the tramway system, we must
meet the requirements of our growing
population, The amount provided in com-
nection with the Government electricity
supply is £52,000. The bulk of that money
is required for works authorised last year.
When the State embarks upon such under-
takings as the supply of electricity, tram-
way facilities, harbours or anything else, it
must be recognised that one thing leads to
another. We must keep up-to-date and we
must meet the demands upon those faeili-
ties. In this particular instance, the demand
is for more current and while the expendi-
ture is increased, the revenue too will be
angmented. We are providing £171000 for
harbour works. We require the services of
a first-class harbour engineer in this State,
We have a harbour at Geraldton that needs
improvement and we must extend the har-
bour facilities at Bunbury and elsewhere.
Tt would be & good thing if the States of
Australia, jointly, could employ an officer
speeially skilled in barbour engineering. A
single State ecannot afford to undertake that
hLarden,

Hon. P, Collier: In an advisory capacity?

The PREMIER: Yes. Omne man could do
all the work necessary in Australia. When
it comes to the development of the Northern
parts of our own State, we shall have to
apend a considerable sum of money, as the
member for Pilbara (Mr. TUnderwood)
knows.

Mr. Underwood: I know you are wasting
it.

Hon. P, Collier:
mean well,

The PREMIER: I hope it ia not being
wasted.

Mr. Underwood: At any rate, the inten-
tions are good,

But the Government



1928

The PREMIER : I understand that the
road to a certain place is paved with good
intentions. Tn our cage, however, the inten-
tions are not only good but the work is
good,

Hon, P. (ollier:
different.

The PREMIER:
done is good.

Mr. Underwoor:
the execution had.

The PREMIER: Tt mnst be recognised
that it is difficult to provide farilities for
bandling goods in the North. At every port,
stock has to he ahipped. Tt would be a
simple thing if we only had to meet the re-
quircments of people, but when we have teo
eope with the export of huge quantities of
livestock and wool it means that jetties
have to be constructed and a lot of wmoney
expended.

Mr. Underwaed: You get a return.

The PREMIER: Of course, we do get
some return, but T am merely telling the
Committee that these facilities have to be
provided and it would be a good thing if
the Aupstralian States could emplor an
enginecr of the standing T refer to. In
eonnection with water supplies, we are asgk-
ing for £273,200. Of that amount £75,000
is provided for improvements to the metro-
politan water supply and £57,000 for sewer-
age, a large portion of which is for new
works. The halance of the vote, £141,200,
is for water supplies and drainage in the
country. ['or ahatteirs, cnld storage and so
on, £21,482 has been proviled. A small
amount of £35,000 is provided as the first
instalment towards the erection of eold
stores at fthe Fremantle wharf. Those
facilities are required if our fruit and meat
are 1o be properly handled. I saw hundreds
of cases of fruit in London last year which
had arrived in a dreadful condition. Growers
in Western Australia complained that they
did not get a fair price for their fruit, That
which T saw in London would not have
brought mueh here. No doubt the fruit was
good when it left onr shores, but it was in
a shocking condition when it arrived 4n
Loudon. The prohable explanation of the
wretched condition of the fruit is that it
went into the shed hot and there is not
roper means of ventilating the ehambers in
the ships. The resolt was that the froit
developed brown heart and other diseases,
whieh rendered the consignments useless,
Cleopatea apples carried satisfactorily but
other varieties Tepresented so mueh mbbhish
when they reaciied Tondon, The mouney lost
to the growers of this State must lLove
represented between £30,000 and £60,000,
while the loss for the growers of Ausiralia
generally must have ran into hundreds of
thousands of pounds. TFroit for export
should go into epol stores. We have to
recognise that these lines are shipped from
Woestern Australin in the hottest part of
the vear aud have to bre hauled over long
distances to the port. T do wor know that
I need say much ahout group settlement

The cxecution is im-
Not at all. The work

The spirit i3 good, but

[ASSEMBLY. ]

becrause members are acquainted with the
system.  Doubtless the admipistration of
the sehome will eome in for some eriticism,
but when we remember that the seheme was
started so revently and that so many men
have heen placed on the groups in so short
a period, the wonder ia that we have not had
more eriticism, We eannot expect work of
this deseription to operate smoothly from
the jump. It is guite a new system and we
are very fortunate in having a capable staff,
comprised of men who want to help sym-
pathetieally, all concerned. The allowance
te a thousaud men on the group settlements
comes to ahout £150,000 a year,

How, M. 1. Trey: How much do you
allow? Ts it £1,000 for each holding?

The PREMIER: There is no fixed allow-
ance bhecause the requirements vary. The
cost of 1,000 men s about £150,000 a year,
which is not a very considerable sum. The
lioldings are propared over a period of about
two vears, during which the land is prepared,
houses erected, fencing put wp, and other
requirements attended to. That mounev repre-
sents sustenance allowanees. Alrendy wr have
aliout 300 men on the groups, aund other
groups are ready.

Mr. Musie: Are vou including the Peel
Estate?

The PREMIER: No. The grouwps there
are only just starting. The figures T have
rcferred to ure apart from that form of
sottlement. [ eannot understand why it is
that there are so few empty houses to be
seen when one remembers that during the
past few months we have taken so many men
away to the country. Of the 800 men who are
oy group scttlements at present, about 700
are married men, Yet every house in the
country scems to be ocecupied. Quite apart
from this scheme and from the settlement of
soldicrs on  repurchased farms, we placed
1,340 men on Crown lands. The member for
Katanning {Mr. A. Thomson) said that the
conditions were not understood by those tak-
ing blocks under the group settlement scheme.
Tt is essential that every man should under-
atamd the conditions and nothing iz left to
chanee from that standpoint. Every man
does know the eonditions,  Something was
saill abeut balloting for bloeks. These are
balloted for as soom as the blocks are set-
tled. There is hardly a man on a group
settlement who has not a.good garden al-
ready.  They take an interest in their work
and grow vepetables for themselves already,
desnite the faet that they have been there
for only o few months. Some of the gardens
are really wonderful. From one end of the
group setilement area to the other, the men
are coneerned about their future and are
doing their ntmost to provide for their re-
guirements.  We have settled a number of
men in the Brsselton district. The depart-
mental surveror advises that we are putting
1,000 men on o group settlement near Bus-
selton. T do not know how the presence of so
many people will be regarded in Busselton.

Hen, P, Cellier: Tt will disturb their yonee.
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Tie PREMIER: The people arc delighted
that <o many new settlers are going there
aml they are anxious to do their best for
the neweomers. [ do not know what it will
feel like to have so many wmen in Bussel-
ton.

Hon. P. Collier: Then indeed will Bussel-
ton hustle itself,

The PREMIER: When between 3,000 and
4,000 people are settled in that locality, Bus-
selton will be a still more thriving centre.
There is some wenderful country to he set-
tled in the Manjimup, Pemberton, Busselton,
Margaret River, Augusta, and other districts.
There are about 2,900 souls on the group
settlements at the present time. This is a big
work and therc iz no doubt that it i chang-
‘ing the character of electorates. This may
aceount for some of the zeal shown in con-
nection with these matters. There are 10
forther groups available for married men, and
othera will follow in rapid sueccession.

Mr. Munsie: How many men have vou to
a group?

The PREMTER: Twenty. We can take
200 men now and place them on hlocks that
arc ready for them. We can start all the
married men we can get and far more than
are available. The expenditure to date, in-
cluding wages, amounts to £154,841. That is
for wages and for housing, fencing, and so
forth. The scttlers are perfectly happy, be-
cause they have no rent to pay, no wood to
buy, ne rates or taxes, and, sceing that they
can grow their own vegetables, these things
make a great difference in the cost of living.
I hope during the coming summer hon. mem-
bers will seize the opportunity of visiting the
group settlements to see what is going on,
T shonld like to sce members visiting these
groups. beeause it appears to he the system
snited for the development of the South-
West. Tt is just as well that hon. members
should mect these people on their blocks and
see how they are faring. The soldier settle-
ment scheme has ahsorbed a considerable sum
of monev® The total expenditure to date is
£4,923,281. The Agricultural Bank approvals
for loans to the end of last month repre-
sented £14,619,68R. These loans were made
available to 4,684 soldiers. These settlers are
also taking up wheat lands as they are thrown
open at Newdegate, Westonia, and in the
Sonthern Cross distriet. At Newdegate the
other day, howcver, 8 blocks were thrown
open for gelection but only 40 soldiers applied
for them, go that it would seem that not many
maore are looking for wheat lands. The total
commitments to date under thizs heading—
when 2 man takes up Crown lands he is told
that he may have so much for elearing, the
erection of a house and for water conserva-
tion~-represents £3,5140,025, which gives us
an average commitment of £1,180, This total
includes expenditure on the Peel Estate and
at Herdsman’s Lake. The eost per man will
probably be about £1,100. This compares
more than favourably with the cost per man
in eonneetion with soldier settlement schemes
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in the Eastern States. The soldiers, for the
most part, have been welt settled and nothing
has been left to chanec. They have been
given every opportunity to make good. The
land has been carefully selected and the im-
proveinents have been sueh as to give the sol-
dier scttler a chance to make good. We have
done as much as was possible towarils that end.
Oceasionally trouble arises bhut, generally
speaking, the men have been contented and
have been given a good chance to suceeed.
To cover the coat of roads in country dis-
triets, prineipally to acvt as feeders to rail-
wavs, £€43,000 is provided.

Mr. Muunsic drew attention to the state of
the Houso.

Bells rung, and a querum formedl.

The PREMIER: On road work for unem-
ployed scldiers £16,100 is provided, the Com-
monwealth Government providing a similar
sum. For public huildings we have set aside
£66,545. This appears large, but it ig heavily
affected by the provision of £19,300 for the
Claremont asylum, and £10,000 ror the
erection of a reception home. T draw attem-
tien to the item of £13,000 to be expeaded on
the provision at Craowley of science rooms for
the University., Years ago the House deter-
mined that there should be a University. The
housing of that institution is altogether in-
sufficient, and something has to be done if
aecommodlation is to be provided for the
stodents coming aleng. Bunbury High
Seliool aceounts for the sum of £8,850, About
two-thirds of the aggregate total of this
money is for the development of agriculture.
Only about £400,000 will be ezpended on
materials purchased abroad, such as rails
and fastenings. The remainder of the sum
almost entirely represents wages to be paid
to our own people. Probably there has never
been an amount asked for which represented
g0 much expenditure within the State, and
so little outside of the State. This money *
will be used first to render unnecessary the
importation of large quantities of food, It
will he used also to inerease population and
production, nnd t¢ foster our export trade.
It will vepresent o large inerease in pro-
duction incluting, T hope, gold production,
and generally it will serve to improve many
of cur industries, and establish others. The
House believes that we ean get out of our
financial troubles by increased development
and production. T ask the House to agree to
the expenditvre of this money to that end,
We know more about our country now than
ever hefaore. T dn nnt know why the full
knowledge of its pcssibilities should have
come 80 slowly, Tt was said we had no gold,
when in point of faect we had gold in plenty.
It was said we could grow no wheat, when
we had wheat lands capable of producing a
50-million bushel harvest. It was said we
conldl grow no fruit, when we had the hest
fruit countrr in the world, So it has heen
all along the line. These possihilities having
revealed themselves so slowly accounts for
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the backward state of our development. But
we know now, and with ¢ur increased kmow-
ledge ot the State's possibilities we should
take advantage of all that is offering, and
endeavour to increase our population. and so
increase our usefulness to the Commonwealth
and to the Empire,

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Companies Aect Amendment,

Returned to the Council with an amend-
ment.

2, Western Australian Bank Ae¢t Amend-
ment (Private).

Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—JARNADUP-DENMARK
RATLWAY.

Report of Committee.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—
That the Committee’s report be adopted.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I should like an
assuranee from the Government as to the
methods to be employed in the eonsiruetion
of the line, whether it is to be constructed by
day labour or by contract. Public tenders
should be called, and the departmental officers
should be allowed to submit a tender as well.
I want to be satisfied that we are getting
value for cur money.

Hon. P. Collier: TLike the walue the
Collie people got with that church. Tt fell
down,

Mr, A. THOMSON: They got good value.
The church is still there.

The Minister for Mines: What do you want
to know; whether the line iz to be built by
day labour or by contract?

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is so.

The Minister for Mines: The auswer 13
“YES.”

Mr. A, THOMSON: T do not want this
matter treated with levity.

The Minister for Mines: Weill, how can 3
say by which system it will be built?

Mr. Underwood: Of course we cannot ex-
peet a reply from a Minister who thinks only
of going off to the Melbourne Cup.

Hon. P. Collier: Let brotherly love con-
tinue.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I want an assurance
from the Government that for the construc-
tion of the line public tenders will be called,
and that the department too shall submit 2
tender. Alsoe I want the principle affirmed
that when the departmental officers submit »
price, they shall be held responsible for the
Price.

Hon. P. Collier: And if there be any loss,
they shall make up the difference.

Mr. A. THOMSON: No, but if their
estimate ‘be not justified, they shall be dis-
missed.
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The Minister for Mines: And what if they
make a profit?

Me. A. THOMSON: Then they should get
s booua on it

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On a point of
order. Ta this the stage at which to discuss
the method by which the line is to be con-
structed?

Mr. SPEAKER: When the hon. member
rose, T vunderstood that he desired simply to
ask a question.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so, but it has
developed into a rambling, discursive kind
of yarn,

Mr. A. THOMSON: The question may
materially affect the votes of members.

Mr. Lutey: You voted for the second
reading; why this delay nowt?

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is a prineiple which
should be affirmed.

The Minister for Mines: This is mot the
time at which to discuss that prineiple.

Mr. A, THOMSON: If T have an assur-
ance from the Prémier—

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! What is the hon.
member’s question? I cannot allow the hon.
member to ramble all over the place.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
not the stage at which such questions should
be submitted. I am not in charge of the
department which will undertake the con-
gtruction of the line. Tt iz the Minister for
Works who is concerned, and he is away in
his office at the moment. The question can
he brought up when the item of £5,000 on the
Loan Estimates is before us.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Last evening when
discussing the Bill in Committee, I stated
that the amount of £800,000 involved im the
construetion of this line was the largest au-
thorised by Parliament for any public work
ginee the days of Sir John Forrest, and the
Minister for Mines corrected me by saying
that the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line had cost
about ES00,000, T was not in a position then
tv ehallenge the statement of the Minister,
but T have since looked nup the figures and 1
find that the expenditure on thé Wongan
Hillz-Mullewa line to date iz £329,318,

Mr. Lutey: That was good bluff,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is less than one
half of the amount stated by the Minister.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Tn fairness
may [ say that T first of all quoted the dis-
tanee as being 190 miles and T was advised
by one of my colleagues that the cost was
£4000 per mile. [ ran out the figures and
arrived at a total of £760,000, If T was
wrong, I am sorry.

Mr. A. Thomson: [s it possible to obtain
a reply to my question now that the Minister
for Works has returned to his seat?

Mr., SPEAKER: This is net the proper
time. The hon. member will have an eppor-
tinity on the Loan Estimates,

Question put and passed;
mittee adopted.

report of Com-
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BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial See-
retary in eharge of the Bill.

Clause 26, Subelause (1)—Add the follow-
ing words: ‘‘If any person shall have any
cultore pearls in his possession, custody, or
control, he shall be deemed to have such pearls
for the purpose of selling or otherwise deal-
ing in the same, unless he shall prove to the
contrary.

Mr. TEESDALE: T hope the Committee
will empty the amendment out.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no motion be-
fore the Chair.

The COLONIAL S3ECREETARY: I move—

That the Council’s amendment be agreed
to.

Mr. TEESBDALE: We gave this matter a
tremendous amount of attention and I ask
members to maintain their position. The
amendment emanates from a disappoeinted
member of this House who went to another
place and worked up a man, who knew as
much about the matter as he did, to move
this amendmenf. Tt i3 a reflection on wna.
Some of us have knowledge of the industry,
but any member is qualified to speak on this
amendment. Would it be fair if I was wear-
ing a culture pearl in a searf pin, and some
interfering John with a2 set on me or a
sergeant of police demanded that I should
go with him to the pelice station to explain
where I got the pearl? It is & ridiculous pro-
vision to put in an Aet of Parliament and it
is a farce to subject people to such an in-
dignity. I do net suppose there are two
people in the city who possess cunlture pearls,
It is & mad proposal te put into an Aet of
-Parlinment, and I ask members to——

- Mr. Underwood: Show their contempt.

Mr, TEESDALE: S8how anything they like,
50 Jong as the amendment is not earried.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Every effort possible
and in reason should be exerted to prevent
the culture of pearls, but we should not agree
to the amendment. This iz what might be
termed the third degree. The accused person
will have to prove his imnnocence. I am al-
ways suspicious of a proposal of that kind,
and Parliament should hesitate before pass-
ing it.

Mr. Munsie: The same applies to gold.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The amendment is

not likely to prevent the culture of pearls,
but it might prove an agpgravation to a few
individuals.
"~ The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The onus
of proof should rest on the person in posses-
sion of eulture pearls. The amendment i3
not intended to apply to a lady or gentleman
wearing a pearl or a string of pearls as
jewellery.
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Mr. Heron:
way. -

Mr. Teesdale: ,/That is exactly what it says.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: BSuch a
person would not be called upon to give rea-
sons for the possession of eulturs pearls. The
object of the amendment iz to prevent illicit
dealing in culture pearls. The feara of the
member for Roebourme are unnecessary in
respect to the possession of an odd pearl or
a string of pearls.

- Mr. Underwood: How can you tell?

Mr. Teesdale: the amendment says he shall
be deemed to have them for the purpose of
selling.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Unless he
can prove to the contrary. There would be
no difficulty about proving that a pearl worn
in a tie was earried for decorative purposes
and not for trade.

Mr. Heron: A man might carry s cul-
ture pearl in that way and then sell it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
essential that the onus of proof should be on
the person holding such pearl.

Mr. Underwood: The onus of proof should
rest on the prosecution.

The COLONIAL:, SECRETARY:
the usual praetice.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Well, we shall
stick to the good old British practice.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A similar
proposal came before the Committee pre-
vipusly but was rejected owing to a misun-
derstanding. Certain words were struck out
with the intention of rendering the clanse
effective in the direction spught by this amend-
ment, but the deletion of those words speilt
the sense of the clause. Hence the amend-
ment by another place. It was suggested
that for offences of this kind, a fine or im-
prisonment would not be sufficient, but that
it should be obligatory on the magistrate to
impose both fine and imprisonment. That
was not apgreed to, but the onus of proof
should rest on the person possessing cultare
pearls.

Mr. LUTEY: I oppose the Council’s
amendment, There was a time when it was
our proud boast that every person was con-
gidered innocent until he was proved guilty.
Under the Gold Buyers Act a similar pro-
vigion was adopted. It is time we took a
stand and blocked legislation of this descrip-
tion. Tt is useless for the Minister to quibbla
regarding the intention of the amendment. It
is very explicit. Any person possessing such
a pearl wilt never know when the hand of a
policeman might be laid vwpon him aceom-
panied by a demand to prove his reason for
having it in his possession.

The Colonial Seeretary: He could explain
ir.

Mr, LUTEY : We should purge our Acts of
such provisions and not harass people in this
way.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The clause makes
it unilawful for any person to produce or

It could be applied in that

That is
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attempt to produce or to sell, offer for sale
or deal in eculture peurls, or to have any
culture pearls in his possession or control for
the purpose of selling or .dealing in them.
No stronger provision is 1eguired. I doubt
whether the Minigter is so anxious to put
down the culture of pearls as he would have
us belicve, When the Bill was before us pre-
viously, I pointed out that the only way to
atop the culture of pearls was by making the
penalty imprisonment.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: Are eulture pearls
produced only in Western Australia?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No. A fine will not
atop this sort of thing. Tu the case of a
conviction under the Gold Buyers Aet the
person concerned is rarely fined and nearly
always imprisoned. 1f a person is found
with o eulture pear) in his possession, he must
go to the court and prove that it is not for
sale, and will thus be put to great expense.
T am opposed to the amendment.

Mr. MUNSBIE: We shonld refuse to agree
to this amendment.

Mr. Teesdale: It amounts to an inguisition.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. All the laws on our
Statute-book providing for this sort of thing
should bLe repealed. There have been cases
of great imposition in the past and the public
should be protected. People should be deemed
to be innocent until they have been proved to
be guilty, If I wore a culture pearl in a
searf pin T might Le arrested when walking
down the street. The Bill as it stands should
be good enough for the protection of the in-
dustry,

Mr. MANN: There is a scetion in the
Poliec Aet which covers the position, even if
this Bill i3 not sufficiently strongly worded.
I, too, am opposed to the amendinent.

Mr. TEESDALE: A good deal has heen
said about culture pearls which cannot he sub-
stantinted. Suweh a pearl can be identified
immedistely by people who understand the
business.  When eulture pearls were first
placed npon the market, they gave rise to a
good deal of trouble, Tt is to the credit of
British commereial men that when some of
these pearls were aold, hefore it was realised
that they were counterfeit, in almost every
instanee the sales were canecelled and the
money returned to those who had suffered
over this transaction. There would be no
chance of culture pearls being sold in Lon-
don, for only the best pearls are sent there.
This is not a matter of importance to the
pearl-fishing industry.

Question put and negatived; the Council’s
amendlment not agreed to.

Resolution reported and the report adopted.

A committee consisting of the Colonial
Secretary, Mr. Teesdale and Mr. Munsie drew

up reasons for not agrecing to the Couneil’s
anendment,

. Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.
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BILL—LAXD AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT,

In Committee.

My, #Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in:
charge of the Bill
Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 18:

Mr. MARSHALL: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following paragraph be added:

—* ¢ Seetion 16 of the principal Aet is fur-

ther amended by adding a proviso to Sub-

section 1 as follows: —‘Provided also that
if any person, being qualified to receive an
old age pension, continues to work, and the
income chargeable of such person does not
excecd £300 a year, suck income shall be
exempt from taxation.”’
I desirc merely to protect individuals who,
from a feeling of personal digmity, do not
wish to become old age pensioners so long as
they find themselves physically able to work,
and therehy support themselves and sometimes
assist members of their families. Any old
age pensioner who struggles along and man-
ages to earn £100 is immediately subjected to
taxation, if he is a gingle man. Such cases
are to be found, and there are also women
who seratch for a living and thereby
avoidl what they consider the undignified
position of lJiving on the Commonwealth
Treasury., The State Parliament should say
to such people, ‘*We will exempt you from
paying taxation.’'

The PREMIER: I hope the Committee will
not curry the amendment. I do not see how
a man earning anything like £300 a year
could be gualified for a pension. Age of itself
does not qualify for a pension; there are other
cousiderations, If a man were earning £50
a year, he could not qualify for a pension.
Really the amendment does not mean any-
thing; no one can benefit from it.

Mr. MARSHALL: T did not draft the
amendment, and anyone reading it might
overlook its mdin feature, namely, that it re-
fers to qualified old age pensioners. I wish
the amendment to refer to anyone over 60
years of age. I do not wish it to refer to a
person who is drawing what by some is termed
charity from the Commonwealth Treasury. 1
gay that persons, male or female, over 60
vears of age should be exempt from taxation
in the pericd when they have largely lost
their indusirial usefulness. Frequently these
people have battled all their lives, bringing
up families; and the Government proceet to
tax them ag if they were just 21. -

Mr. WILLCOCK: T feel inclined to sup-

port the amendment, though not exactly as
drafted. There are many people fully en-
titled to pensions, but too independent to ap-
ply for them because they feel themselves able
to work., They earn just sufficient income to
keep them, and then they have to pay taxa-
tion on such income, If 2 manm without de-
pendants—and very few people over 65 have
dependanty—earns £101 in a year, he has to
pay £10 or £12 out of it for taxation. That is



not right, since the man need not work at all,
but could draw an old age pension. [ know
of a stonemazon 72 years of age who carned
£4 a week, There ecame a time when he was
vnable to work, but because he had earned
about £200 during the preceding year he was
billed for £3 tax, That is utterly wrong. The
man who is sofficiently independent to obtain
a living by personal exertion after arriving at
the age of 65, should be exempt from taxa-
tion. Tt is the least we can do for such
people, and the State would show its prac-
tical sympathy with the pioneers by adopt-
ing the amendment. I would suggest an al-
teration to the amendment by stipulating the
age of men at 65 and that of women at 60.

The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps the member
for Murchison will withdraw his amendment
to permit of the mcmber for Geraldton sub-
mitting his.

Mr. Marshall:
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. WILLCOCE: I inove an amendment—

That the following paragraph be added:
i¢Beetion 16 of the principal Aect is fur-
ther amended by adding a proviso to Sub-
seetion (1) as follows:—* Provided also
that any male person over the age of 65
years, or any female person over the age
of 60 ycars, who continues to work, and the
income chargeable of sueh person does not
exceed £300 a year, such income shall be
exempt from taxation.’ *’

The PREMIER: I hope the Committee will
not agree¢ to the amendment. There are many
men in the eivil service who would come un-
der this provision.

Mr, Willeock:
65.

The PREMTER: There is no logical reason
why a man of 65 should he exempt any more
than a man of 21.

Mr, Willcock: There is, because he can
knock off work altogether if he likes and draw
g pension from the State.

The PREMIER: This will not afford the
relief intended. So far as the women are con-
cerned, when they reach that age, their tastes
change, and they have no desire for silk
stockings or other expensive things. There-
fore, they are relieved of certain expendi-
ture

Hon P Collier:
gtockings!

Mr. WILLCOCK:

T ask leave to withdraw my

But you push them out at

What an argoment—silk

Let me cite an in-
ptanee  which may induce the Premier to
change his mind. ‘There are many old
women in this State———

Mr. Marshall:
this Parliament.

Mr. WILLCOCK: —wha are entitled to
an old age pension. Some are getting £1 a
week and their keep by working, and they
are liable to taxation. Suppose they choose
to continue te work, the heavy hand of the
tax gatherer will not miss them. Many of

And there are many in
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them are willing to continue to work rather
than to receive charity at the hands of the
State, and the least we can do for those
people is to encourage them to go on hy
freeing them from paying tax, There is
nothing wnreasonable in the amendment.

Mr. CHESSON: Old men over the age
of 60 who may carn up to £300 from per-
sonal exertion should be entitled to cxemp-
tion. We kiow that many who are recciving
£8 a week and their keep must pay income
tax, and, as has been peinted out, there are
many who prefer to work than to draw re-
Lief. The amendment should reccive every-
one’s support. In my district there are a
lot of prospectors, some receiving the old
age pengion. But as that pension does not
amount to mueh, these old men go on toiling
with their dryblowers, and though they make
very little, the Taxation Department never
miss them.

Mr, MARSHALL: Tt is not surprising
to find the Premier desirous of extracting
the last ounce from the most deplorably ecir-
cumstanced section of the community. It is
hard that while there are other avenues of
possible taxation, the Premier is willing to
git back and smile at the idea of levying
tribute from pioneers and others’ over 65
years of age who have no desire to become
a burden on the State.

Mr, MeCallum drew attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung.

Hon., P. Collier: Where are the loafers?

Mr. Heron: Where are those members
who voted for mecting at half-past two?

Mr. MeCallum: There were only three on
the fiavernment sida and they were all sound
asleep.

Quorum formed.

Mr. MARSHALL: The people included
in the amendment are entitled to nn exemp-
tion. There are other avenues for the Pre-
mier to exploit.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves 18
Noes 16
Majority for 2
AYES,
Mr. Apgwin ' Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chesson i Mr. Munsle
Mr, Colller | Mr. Ricbardson
Mr. Davles . Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron i Mr. Underwood
Mre. Hughes Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert I Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey | Mr. Wikon
Mr. Mareball Mr. Corboy
! (Teller.)



1934
NOES,

Mr, Carter Sir James Mitchell
Mr. George Mr, Plesge

Mr. Gibson Mr. Sampson

Mr. Harrison Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Hickmott Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Latham Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, C. C. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Mr, Mann Mr. Mullany

{Tetler.)

Amendment thus passed.

Mr. MUNSIE: What is the meaning of
this clause?

The Premier: You have assisted to pass
it every session for years. .

Mr. MUNSIE: Not in this Bill

The PREMIER: Last year the House
directed that it should appear in this Bill
instead of in the Taxation Bill. We amended
our Standing Orders, and the transfer be-

came neeessary. .

Mr. MUNSIE: This clause deals with
the amount to be paid by way of dividend
duty and the effcet on the income tax to be

id.
1mThe Premicr: We agreed last year to
put the amount of the tax in the Taxation

Bill. .
Mr. MUNSIE: Am T correct in assuming
that no alteration has been made?
The Premier: TYea.

Clause, as amended, put ard passed.

Clanse 3—agreed to.
Clanse 4+—Amendment of Section 34:

Mr. MUNSIE: Why the alteration from
three years to two yearst L

The PREMTER: The alteration is conse-
quential.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—Amendment of Section 54:

Mr. A. THOMSON: Why should taxation
be paid before the expiration of 30 days from
receipt of assessment notice, subject to a fine
of 10 per cont.? Every business firm allows
80 days for payment, The proposed amend-
ment is unreasonable. I shall vote against
tho clause.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why does the Premier want
to strike out the 30 days?

The PREMIER: Because the matter is
already provided for in Section 53, and does
not need to he provided for twice. Of course
one does not expect a man to pay his tax
before he gets his assessment notice,

Clanse put and passed.

Clause G6—agreed to.

New Clause—Amendment of Section 30:
Mr. MUNSIE: I move—

That the following be inperted to stand
as Clause 3—FfSection thirty of the prin-
cipal Act (as inserted by Section seven of
the Act No. 17 of 1922) is hereby amended
by adding to paragraph (&) of subseetion
{5) thereof the following words:—'Such
expenses shall include the cost of travelling
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from the place of living of the taxpayer to
the place where his income is earned or
produced not exceeding fifteen pounds in
any year: Provided that the travelling ez-
penses of a member of Parliament shall be
allowed and assessed as follows—If a mem-
ber is the representative of the Metropoli-
tan, Metropolitan-Suburban, or West Fro-
vince or of an electoral district therein,
such expenses shall be at the rate of £50
per annum; and if such member is the
representative of any other provinge or dis-
triet, such allowance shall be at the rate
of £100 per annum.’ ??
Paragraph (b} of Section 7 of the Act of
1921 provides for a deduetion of reasomable
travelling expenses incurred in earning, pro-
ducing, or protecting the assessable income.
Mr. A. Thomson: That was an extract from
the Tederal measure.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes; we were under the
impresgion that a man would be allowed to
deduct reasonable travelling expenses for get-
ting to and from his work. The Federal
Act allows this deduction. My amendment
will prevent the Commissioner of Tazation
from interpreting the Aet in a manner other
than that intended by Parliament.

Clause put and passed.

Mr., WILLCOCK: Section 30 of the Act
provides that any taxpayer with dependants
under a certain age is allowed £40 per year
in respect of them. Any taxpayer with a de-
pendant, instead of being taxed over £100,
like a single person, is allowed an exemption
up to £156. Buot any youth or girl keeping
his or her mother and young brothers and
sisters and receiving over £156, is not allowed
any exemption whatever, I understood that
we amended our legislation three or four
years ago to make provigion for such cases,
The breadwinner dies leaving a family of
five or six, and then the eldest son in a great
many cases—Mr. Whitely informs me that
200 or 300 of these cases have been brought
under his notice—keeps the mother and the
other children, and if he has an income of £4
per week he gets no exemption whatever,
He ought to receive the same exemption as
the father would receive. The same remarks
apply to a girl similarly situated. I move—

That the following new clause be added:
—**Bection 30 of the principal Act ia hare-
by amended by adding a new subseection
to stand ag 1la, as follows:—*Money unp
to £40 per annum for each dependant actu-
ally expended during the year by a tas-
payer in or towards the support of de-
pendants,’ *?

Hon. M. F. TROY: I know of a lad 21
yeare of age, earning an income of £208,
whose father died leaving the mother and
seven other children, and this boy has to
maintain the whole lot of them. Qut of his
£4 per week he gives £3 10a. to his mother.
He is tuxed on the whole £208 of income, and
is allowed no exemption whatever. He i3 the
only one earning. He took his father’s place.
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The father, under the Act, would be entitled
to certain exemptions and deductions; but
the boy is not so entitled, merely because he
tasingle. The Federal Commissioner of Taxa-
timn informs me that there are quite A num-
ber of these cases. The boy is not being
taxed under the Federal Act; but he is being
taxed wnder the State Act, and he ought not
to be, Mr. Whitely says that undeubtedly
it is o wrong under the State Act. It is not
very often we find boys of that age sticking
to their mothers and young brothers and sis-
ters in that way, and we ought to encourage
themn.

The PREMIER: This amendment only
alters the amount of exemption from £26 to
£40.

Mr, Willeock: No. That is whers we are
under n misconeeption. Tn such cases, if the
income is £158, there is no exemption.

The PREMIER: But such.a taxpayer
might he supporting children of 17 and 18
who are at school,

Mr. Willeork: Not at all.

Mr. Chesson: A taxpayer gets no exemp-
tion for a lad or girl over 16 years of age.

The PREMIER: ¥ do not think any such
exemption should be granted, either.

Mr. Willeock: The amendment provides for
exemption up to £40 a year for each depend-
ant,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Don’t yon think a
marrie¢ man keeping his mother should get
some asgistancef

The PREMIER: Yes, you want to take
the lot.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is all we want.

The PREMIER: How can the State main-
tain schools, hospitals and so on unless we
get taxation? Apparently the request in
some districts is for more and more grants
anil no taxation at all.

Mr. Willeock: My amendment refers only
to the money actually expended.

The PREMIER: I do not know that there
are many such cases.

Mr. Heron: There are many.

The PREMIER: In many cases, these peo-
ple are living on their parents and not con-
tributing anything towards their support. I
de not know how far-reaching this amendment
will he. If it means that the single man
contributing towards the sunport of his mother
is to get more consideration than a married
man with a family, I will oppose it. It
would be ridiculous to make such a provision
and should T find that it has that effect,
I will ask the House to recommit the clause
and move to have it struck ouf.

Mr. A, Thomson: You are agreeable that
such 2 person should be placed on the same
footing as the married man.

The PREMIER: Yes, but he shounld mot
have any better treatment than that.

Mr. Latham: Hear, hear!

Mr. Chesson: That is all we ask.

The PREMIER: I am afraid a good many
people will get the exemption without con-
tributing a penny towards the support of
their parents
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Mr, Willcock: I certainly hope mot.

The PREMIER: If I find the ameandment
goes as far as T think it does and further
than the member for Geraldton says he wants,
I will have it recommitted.

New clause put and passed.
New clause:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I move an amend-
ment—

That a new clause be added to stand as
Clause 4 as follows:—*‘A section is in-
scrted in the primcipal Act as follows:—
‘In the case of a person other than an ab-
sentee there shall be deduweted, in addition
to thc sums set forth in the last preceding
section, the sum of £300 less £1 for every
£3 by which the income chargeable exceeds
£200.° 77 .

The object of the amendment is to raise the
cxemption from £156 to £200.

The Premier: That is against your owm
proposal.  'What about paying for the hospi-
tals, education and s¢ onf?

Honr. P. COLLIER: This is not against our
proposal. I want to get away from the prin-
ciple embodied in our present Act whereby
if the exemption were £200 and the charpe-
able income of a taxpayer amounted to £210,
he pays on the whole £210 because the exemp-
tion disappears, My amendment will mean
that for every £3 of income over £200, £1
will be deducted from the exemption, until
it will gradually be reduced altogether. In
the case of an income amounting to £8300, the
exemption wounld disappear entirely.

Mr. Davies: Is that the Federal proposal?

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is similar to the
provision in the Federal Act and my amend-
ment seeks to brimg our legislation icto con-
formity with the Federal measure. During
the sesgion just closed, the Federal Parlia-
ment increaged our exemption from £156 to
£200. If the amendment be ecarried, it will
simplify the work of the Taxation Depart-
ment. TInstead of separate ealculations hav-
ing to be made for the State and Federal
taxes, the one form and set of figures and in-
formation will do for both,

Mr. Davies: What is the exemption under
the Federal Taxation Department?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is £200, and that is
what T was propoging in my amendment.

Mr, Teesdale: Did they do that recently?

Mr. Heron: Yes. Just prior o the elee-
tion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Prior to that, the ex-
emption was £156 but the same basis of re-
duetion existed. My amendment is similar
in wording to Section 24 of the Federal Act
No. 3 of 1922,

The Premier: Cannot yoau go back further
than that?

Hon, P. COLLIER: This is reasonable. X
would like to make the exemption £250, which
is what the Labour Party stand for. Prior
to 1918 the exemption was £200, The Act
was amended and the exemption was reduced
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to £156 in tle case of a married man and to
£104 in the rmse of a single man. Hardship
has been worked, in consequence of that
amendment, lo a large section of the com-
munity. Pailiament should not shut its eyes
to the fact that we are not justified in levying
taxation upo: those who are not in a position
to pay it. A married man who is getting
£4 a week today is not in a position to pay
taxation.

The Premier: A man who gets 15s. 4d. to-
day is better off than u man who got 8s. a
day some yearas ago.

Hon, P. COLLIER: But £4 a week to-day
is* not equivalent to more than £2 15s, some
years ago. Iz any ease, a married man who
receives £200 a year is not in a position to
pay income tax. Those in receipt of a large
income often wonder how tbe man in receipt
of such a smzll income can live,

Mr. Teesdale: Such a man would probably
not pay any income tax at all on £200.

Mr. Hiekmott: The tax paid would be only
£2 or £3 a year on the existing baais.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but the faet re-
maing that such a man cannot afford to pay
anything. I hope the Committee will agree to
increase the exemption and to adopt the Com-
monwealth sliding ecale method, which is a
scientific ove as against our rule of thumb
method. Since 1918 we have been taxing
a large number of our citizens who have not
been in a position to pay taxation,

Mr. Davies: Does the exemption apply
. equally to single men and married men?
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes.
Mr. Davies: Then it is not very scientifie.
The Premier: A single man ought to pay
more than a married man.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Until 1918 there was
a distinction between agingle men and
marriecd men. The Commonwealth have
abalished the distinction between the two
and made a general exemption of £200 for
both, My amendment is taken from the
Commonwealth Act, and I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to it.

The PREMIER: I move—
That progress he reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .- .- .. 18
Noes . 13
Majority for 5
AYER,
Mr. Carter Mr. Plesse
Mr. Davies Mr. Sempson
Mr. George Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Glbson Mr. Btubbs
Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, Latham Mr, J. Thomron
Mr. Mann Mr, Underwood
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Mullany
{Telier.)
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NoEs.

Mr. Angwin Mr, Marshall

Mr. Chessou Mr. McCallum

Mr, Colller Mr. Walker

Mr, Corboy Mr, Willcock

Mr. Hughes Mr. Wilson

Mr. Lambert Mr. Heron

Mr. Lutey {Teller.)

Motion thus passed.
Progress reported.

BILL—DAIRY INDUSTRY.
Council’s Amendments.

Message reecived: from the Couneil, noti-
fying that it bad agrées to the Bill with
amendments.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment,

BILL—PERPETUAL TRUSTEES, EXECC-
TORS, AND AGENCY COMPANY
(W.A.) LTD. (PRIVATE).

Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from 9th November.

Hon. P. COLLIER {Boulder) [5.40]: One
might well compliment the hon. member in
charge of the Bill on his ability to get
priority of eonsideration for this purely
private measure. I do not know whether it
is hecause of the gratitude which the Pre-
mier feels for the loyal support given him
py ®he hon. mombor that ke has nlaced the
Bill in the fore-front of the Notice Paper
for the past week or two. It is incompre-
hensible to me that & Premier with a
crowded Notice Paper, who has asked the
House to meet two hours earlier each sitting
and, no doubt, will be asking the House to
sit many hours later than the usual
time for adjournment, and who has
displayed anxiety to carry into law the
many Government Bills which we have on
the Notice Paper, it is incomprehensible
that, notwithstanding all these things, the
Premier shonld give a purely private Bill
precedence over Government business, 2 Bill
that nobody has asked for. If ever the
House was engaged on a measure of a purely
private character, one which is designed, not
in the interests of any solitary citizen out-
sid¢ the circle of shareholders of this com-
pany, it is now, The Bill is not required in
the public interest. Nobody has asked for
it. On the other hand, very considerable
ee~tions of the community are asking for
legislation which in some cases has been
pressing for yeara past, but the Government
are unable to find time to meet their wishes.
Yet thev can find time and opportunity for
the congideration of a Bill of this kind. I
have endeavoured to be reasomable in nesiat-
ing the Government to get through their



[30 NoviMBER,

buginess. Without making ony threats T
say I nmn not going to sit iv this House until
the amall honrs of the moruving, and come
here carly the next duy to ussist the Gov-
ernmeut te get throngh their business,
espeeially when the. great majority of their
supporters nre so indifferent to the legisla-
tion before them, or to the interests of the
alectors who sent them bere to perform
their duties, that they ean seldom muster
six or soven members out of 34, or to
faeititate the pnssage of business such as
this parely boodlng Bill which is given
precodence ovor impertant legisintion affeet-
ing thia country. Why is the time of the
House taken ug with this Bili? Tf it hnd
been brought down envlier in the session,
and ample time given in wkich fo coasider
i, re objection wonld have been raised. A
privete member is entitled to introduce any
Bill that is in the interests of even a amall
gewlion of the cvommunity, as this is, 1f he
8o ilegires, hut it iz not expected of the
House that it should sct nride the interests
of tha country and of the tnxpuyors in order
to furilicnte the passage of a Bil) of this
kind at this lote peried of the session.
Whilst commenting uwpon the work of the
seBwioN it moy not be out of place for me to
molke refercuce to a paragraph  which
appears in this ovening’s 'Daily News.'?
When is the Parlinmentary session
going to cnd? Premier Mitehell s optim-
istic cuough to hopo that the business
listed will be conelnded hefore Chrtstmas.
The Netice Paper is somewhat forbidding,
vad the Opposition is disinchined to holp
towards an early riging. Mr. Collier, as
n wmember of the Lahour Party, is merely
conmistent in wanting to ‘fgo slow.’’
The miscrable squib who wrote that, the
migerable  peuny-a-liner  jourenalistic  prosti-
tute—m
Mr, Marshall:
mentary for lim,
Hon, P, COLLTER: —knows ho wrote a lie.
That is the ¢lass of gratitude members of the
Oppositien get for nssisting tho Government.
There has never been in any Parlinment of
Austrndin an Opposition which has been more
gencrous towards the Government than the
Opposition in this Chamber, and this is the
ugitn] sort of thanks we get at the end of it
all, no matter how we may have co-opernted
with thnse in power to trnnsact the husiness
of the country. We have these miscerable
squihs who will write o parageaph like this,
anying that as a member of the Labour Party,
I um ouly ndopting the policy of the Lahour
Party nund going slow,
Mr. Munsic: Fo is a linr of the first water,

Hon, . COLLIER: Tf he iz so anxious
honestly to eomnent upon the go slow policy,
he might reasonably econunent wpon the Iarge
proportion of members in this Assembly whe
pay absolutely no heed or give no time to the
work they are elected to perform here.  The
Houae is praetieally empty most of the time,
and ‘in that, these so-enlled ecritics con find
food for comment on the question of going

And that is too cowmpli-
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slow, So fur ag members of the Upposition
arc eoncerucd and the attention they pay to
their duties and the work they have heen sent
kere to pertorm, T sny that no one conld hon-
estly lay at their door any charge connceted
with a po-slow policy,  Whatever our views
mpy be we always eudeavour to give & reison-
nble amonnt of time and attention to the
worle that iz plaeall betove Parlinment foe
cousideration,.  The Fremicr is nunxions to
secure additional revenuo beeause of the un-
fortunnte financial pesition of the eountry.
Evon though he wants to obtain an additional
£100,000. under hLis Hospitals Bill, which
means g difforence of £100,000 to the defleit at
the end of the year, that Bill has to stand
dawn, and this private aweasire, which will make
not one peuny of difference to the Trensory,
or to any iwlividual in tho country excent
the shareholilers, is to take precodence over it.
The Premicr knows that zay Bidd fhat does
wot pass throuwgh this Chamber by the end
of next week stunids o good chanee of heimg
lost ut the eml of the session. Even though -
the Tlospitals Bil), plos the £100,000, were
thrown overbonrd, us well ns the other im-
portant aweasures on the Notice Paper, be-
eouse there may be inswilicient time in which
to congider them, ample opporunity is to be
given for the consideration of this Bill in
another place. This 3l at all cvents mnst
not he numbered puonpst the slanghtered
inupecnts. This Bill secka to set up a trusteo
company to deal with ceskates, purticularly
those of dceensed persons. One woulld hmagine
that thonsands of people in the State were
waiting until thig Bill <wag passed to appoint
the vormpany their trgstees before suaking
their last will and testaunent; that, in fact,
thousands were waiting to die who would die
hajipy and comfortatyle i€ only they rould
hand over their cs\:at\:s to the conduct ani
econtrol of this eompalyy. T notice thnt the
list of provigional diretors contains names
that are fawiliar to us. “They aro the names
of men who hove served o this committee,
that trust or this board, every.:cro that offers
an opportunity for the cxereise ot power or
irfluence, or may influence the administration
of the aftairs of the country. [t somchow
happens that practien)ly all these names oceur
from time to timo in conncetion with the
leading institutions in the State. As chair-
man of these provisional directors we have
Mr. A, T Monger,

Mr. A, Thomwson: That name has never
Licen wmentioned in this House.

Haon. P. COLLTER: Oh, no! Then there
are Mr, Alexander, Mr. C. 8. Nathan, Mr.
J. T, Holmes, M.I.C, Dr. A, JJ. H. Saw,
MT.C, and Mr. W. M, Vineceat, merchant.

AMr. Latham: The enterprising men of the
State.

Hon. . COLLIER: Yes. So influential are
they that they arc able to eommand tlie Gov-
ernment to put pside all Governtient wurk,
aud possibly prevent the enaetiient of o num-
her of important Bills, in order that a matter
whieli nffeets their own  partienlar interests
way bhe considerel.  This Bill serves no in-



1328

terest excopt that of the sharcholders, who
degire to establish- & company that will afford
them a profitable investment for their surplus
cash. There are two cvils that stand out
prominently, almost as prominently as the
Darling Ranges, when one walks down 3t.
George 's-terrace, between Willini-street and
Barraclk-atreet. At the ono end the Terrace
is given up almost catirely to those enter-
prising gentlemen who wicld tho peneil,
namely the street bookmakers. The rest of
this part of that finc thoroughfare is given
up largely to groups or coteries of men of
another type. If members have vigited the
Zoological Gaordens they will have seen the
moiel houwse that is ealled the Guinca Pigs'
costle, The puinea pige dart in nt onc end
and out at the other, flitting in and out of
the various entrances and exits that are pro-
vided for them. 8o it is with 8t. George’s-
terrnce, Wo sre groups of four or five men,
who, aftes Wwoking at their watches, will suid-

denly dart into this or that door. After a

_whitle thoy will come out again, and join or
make up another group, only to dart into
other doors g little later.

Mr. Tecsdale: Perhops they are dodging
their creditors.

Hon. P. COLLIER: These are the guinen
pigs of St. Georgo's-terrace. Perhaps they
are darting in for some meeting of directors,
to attend which they draw their fecs. The
ouly effect the Bill will have will be to add
another opening for these St CGeorge’s-ter-
race guinen pigs, to enable them to draw fees
for the services they render to this company.
People of this class pught not to be cncour-
apgeid. They are not producers.

. Mr. Mann: Some of the gentlemen whose
names nre on the directorate are produccra.
Hon, P, COLLIER: {They may be pro-

itncers in other walka of jlife, but not in their
relntionghip to this co{npany. They are
merely parasites, draking their fees or
dividends, and produeng nothing. Not ane
pounds worth of we<lth is added to the com-
munity, or produfed ns the result of the
cfforts of thees 'people in regard to this com-
pany. Wwé may, therefore, rofer to these men
a8 8t. George's Terrace guinea pigs, in whose
interests the Bill is designed. I might refer
to them in the pieturesque language of Prime
Ministqr Hughes, who has a matehless
eapaeity for deseribing an opponent, whether
he he a hoodler or & Labour man, Whoever
his opponent is for the time being, Mr.
Hughes has no equal in Australia for deserib-
ing in condemnatory terms what he thinks
of him. He must have had in mind such men
as thesc guinea pigs, perhaps auch men ns
those T have mentioned, when he referred on
another oeccasion to men as being *‘smug-
faced, round-bellied men, upon whem the sun
shines every day.’’ That is the type of man
which infests St. George's Terrace. Some of
them are here too. !

Mr. Mullany: They must he migratory
birds.

Hon. P, COLLTER:- No doubt they are
suech men as the immortal bard had in mind
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when he said ‘‘Let me have men about me
that arc fat—and such as sleep o' nights,’’
not Cossius-like men who have a lean and
hungry look, but fat men who sleep o' nights,
and often sleep o’ day too. This is the claas
of man we find engaged in promoting this
company, men who are in every good thing
that is pgoing. We find the samec list of
names connected with the Chamber of Com-
meree, the Chamber of Manufactures, and
the chambers that govern the insurance and
banking busiress of the State. They com-
trol practically all our finaneial institutions,
and exercise altogether disproportionate
powers iu the control of the government of
the country. It was just such o notion that
Mr. Hughes had in mind when he said that
the Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber of
Manufactures, and the Employers’ Feder-
ation did not hesitate to bring to bear what-,
cver pressute was possible upon the Legisla-
ture in order to secure what was desired. How
truly Me, Hughes depicted the conditions of
things we find here to-dny. **They did not
hesitate to bring pressure to bear upon legis-
lators in order to abtain what they desired.?’
The very fact that we are now engaged in
considering this Bill before many others, is
proof that thia little section to whom I have
referred are able to bring pressure to bear
upon legislators; they are able to have their
desires nnd wishes granted, even though the
whale business of the country must stand
still or give wny. These aro the men so we'll
deseribed by Mr. Hughes, Here are moro of

hia words—
The sacred band of privilege and mono-
poly—mon  denationalised, knowing no

country, affecting o bastard patriotism.

Mr. Mann: T do not think that is fair.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am quoting Mr.
Hughes’s words. He was referring to men
of this class.

Mr. Mann: Anyhow, it is not fair.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Hughes was re-
ferring to wmembera of the Chamber of Com-
merce and Manufactures, and of the Em-
ployers’ Federation. The pcople we are now
discussing belong to onc or other of these
institutions.

Mr. Underwood: And. arc you aceepting
what Hughes snid?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am quoting the
language of the hon. member’s  National
leader.

Mr, Underwood: Do you believe in Hupghes?

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do not know that I
believe in him, but I belicve that there were
times when he spoke immortal truths, and
this wna one of them.

Mr. Richardson: What was the oceasion?

Mr. Corboy: It was before he got hie
£95,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am quoting from
an illustrions work which, I am sorry to eay,
is not to he found in our Parliamentary
Library. The title of it is, ‘“The Case for
Lahour,’” written by W." M. Hughes.
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The Minister for Mines: It must be out of
print.

Mr. Mann: Anyhow, it is not your opinion,
is itt

Mr. McCallum: Tt is the opinion of your
Leader.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I would not apply
these words to the gentlemen to whom T am
referring. The copinion is that of the hon.
member ’s Federal Leader, and the leader of
those members around him who are respon-
sible for the Bill. But let me contibue to
quote what Mr. Hughes said—

They are screaming with jingoistic hysteriz

when mnecessary to ‘‘rig the marker’’ er

befool the people. Gold is their god, the
stock exchange their temple, the world
their hunting ground, their fellow man the
game they hunt, eapture, sell and degrade.

From their fellows they wring the Frnita of

their toil, save the means of bare sub-

sistence; and with thia ill-gotten gold pur-
chase the mercenary ones of the earth body
and soul.

Mr. Riehardson:
Trotsky.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Yes, it sounds like
Lenin or Trotsky.

Mr. Lutey: Lenin or Trotsky were never
in it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If I were to employ
such language, I wovld be classed with them.
That was the opinion held by W. M. Hughes
before he became associated with these very
people. I do not know what has become of
those men whom he described in that work.
They must have got off the earth, beeauss
he denies that they are behind him to-day.
They have not attached themselves to the
Labour Party. They certainly are not to be
found in Beaufort-street, but you will find
them in Bt. George 's-terrace. TFo which hody
or party they belong, I do not know. But
certainly Mr. Hughes will not admit that they
are associated with him to-day. So, I sup-
pose, they have gone off the face of Australia.

It sounds like Lenin or

Regarding the Bill, I can only con-
elude that the Government are not
anxious to get on with the business

before the House. If the Government are
not concerned abont the passage of their
Bills, T caunot be expected to use too much
expedition in conmection with this Bill. As
an indueement for the public to snbseribe to
the shares of this eompany, the directors
have made statements regarding the success
of similar organisations in other parts of
Australia. This is what they had to say in
their prospectus—

The experience of similar companies
siows that they become sound and sub-
stantial concerns and form very safe and
profitable investments for capital. There
iz mot an executer and trustee cowmpany
formed in Australia that has afterwards
ceased operations or failed to make pro-
gress. Tn Western Australia there iz only
one company carrying on this business,
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und when formed in 1893 it was consid-
ered not only necessary to the community
but also a prudent investment for capital.
The suctess that has attended the opera-
tions of that company is well known, and
it is apparent that the great growth of
this State (practically all of which has
taken place during that period) and the
future development of the State, with its
increasing population, affords am opening
for the establishment of another executor
and trustee company here.

Mr. Mann: That is a reasenable pros-
pectus.

Hon, P. COLIIER: What benefit will
such an institution be to the State? What
service will it give to the people of Western
Augtralia which they cannot freely obtain at
the present time? That is the point. What
will it add to the wealth and production of
the State, and what will it do other than to
provide a profitable investment for the share-
holders? It is an absolute waste of money.
We have a trustee company operating in this
State at the present time, and that company
finds itself able to cope with all the business
that is offered. To set up another company
te duplicate the staff, as it were, to employ
a general manager at £2,000 per annum, an
agsistant manager at £1,200, and the attend-
ant expenses of office and the staff—all this
means unnecessary and costly duplieation of
services. The people have to pay for it all
and the clients of the company will have
to provide the money whereby the salaries
will be paid, as well as the overhead ex-
penses of the company. Why set up two
businesses to cope with something that can
be attended to by ome? This is mot the
question of the establishment of an indus-
try. This House does not give much of its
time towards the consideration of measures
having for their object the establishment of
new industries in the State. With the con-
dition in which we find ourselves, we might
well devote our attention to the considera-
tion of measures to assist in the establish-
ment of new industries or to aid the develop-
ment of existing ones. That would be doing
a national service, doing something for the
well being of the community, But to spend
our time creating a new body, as we are
asked to do, means nothing more than to
set uwp in the State another of the alrendy
numerous parasitic organisations, another
drain upon industry. If these peope were to
invest their £150,000 in some of owr indus-
tries, to henefit the people on the land, or in
connection with manufactures, some service
would be dome to the country. The proposal
to establish this ecompany will not return
one additional pound of wealth to Western
Augtralia, All it will do will be to provide
opportunity for the payment of substantinl
dividends to the sharcholders. Can we not
be hetter employed at this juncture, within
three weeks of the close of the session, in
trying to do something which will work some
good for the couniry rather tham to help
those who spend their time along S8t



1940

George's-terrace collecting fees amd divi-
denda?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Before tea 1 was
pointing out that the husiness which this
company will varry on is already catered for,
that its establishment will mean merely the
duplication of an enterprise already in exist-
ence, and that whatever mioney be put into
this company will be withdrawn from legiti-
mate and desirable industry. A number of
men are engaged in seouring the State in
search of capital for the cstablishment of
woollen mills. T understand they are meet-
ing with a pood deal of difficulty.

Mr, Mann: Investors in this State have
done their share in eontributing that capital.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Bot those concerned
in this proposed company would be doing a
national serviee if they were to put the
£150,000 c¢onstitutine  the capital of this
ecompany into the cstablishment of woollen
mills, for they would thws be aiding some-
thing of real value to the State. Alterna-
tively they would be rendering a serviee to
the community if they were to put the
money into agriculture or mining or the pas-
toral industry, or even into any of our sec-
ondary industries. For years past the cry
has heen for increased production. The solu-
tion of the State’s difficulties depends largely
wpon increased production, The two essen-
tial fazetors affecting increased production
are population and eapital. The Premier
this afternoon introduced Loazn Estimates
providing for the expenditure during the
next 12 months of more than four millions
of money, every pemnny of which will go to-
wards the development of our resources, and
so will serve to increase production, By
that means we¢ bope to see the position of
the State greatly improved. There is ne
other way. If there be any morey available
for investment, the House should do all it
ean to turn it into channels where it will
result in increased production. On the other
hand we should do everything possible to
prevent its investment in an enterprise
where it will serve omly to furnish profit
for capital. A valnable building will be
utilised for the carrying on of the buginess
of the proposed company, and an expensive
staff will be engaged merely to do work for
whieh ample provision already has been made.
It means wasted energy and wasted eapital.
The House ought not to encourage it, for it is
all tending to intensify the policy of centrali-
sation. It will be another parasitic company
drawing its profits from the producers. The
great problem confrontmg the people of the
Commonwealth is presented by the econcen-
tration in our capital cities of more than 50
per cont. of the total population, in econse-
quence of which the smaller half, engapged in
primary industry, bave to provide sufficient
wealth to maintain the whole of that large
parasitic section dwelling in the cities. Has
any member been asked hy any citizen to
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assist in the establishment of thig proposed
new company? Not one. No public require-
ment will be met by the new company. It is
evelusively for the benefit of the shareholders,
The hon. memher reaponsible for the Bill
wonld e doing something mach more advan-
tageons tu the State if he endeavoured to
divert inte more wholesome channels the
money whirh will be put inte this company.
Some day there will be established in this
State n public trustee. The member for Mt.
Magnet (TWon, M. F. Troy) has shoewn from
the recorits of New Zealand the value of a
business of that kind. This, and insurance,
are two of the functions whieh the State
ovght to undertake. Strangely enough, at a
time when money is searce and the State is
languishing in financial diffieulties, when we
have to o fo the overseas money lender to
enalile us to earry on even some of the ordin-
ary services, we have no Bill for the appoint-
ment of u publie trustee, but instead we are
asked to sanetion the appointment of this
parasitic company, A perusal of the exprendi-
tare from Tean fund last year will show that
we have Dbeen spending  considerable sums
from Joan on work and services whoeily of a
non-produetive charavter whieh ought to lave
hoeu provided ount of ordinary revenune. That
being so, one would think the Government
would avail themselves of this epportunity to
introduce legislation providing for the ap-
pointment of the public trustee, Tt i3 un-
doubted that a public trustes, charging the
ordinary fees now charged by the one insti-
tution of its kind existing in the State, would
represent 2 profitable investment. Similarly
in respeet of insurance, we find from the re-
port of the Agvieultural Department that a
very sulwstantial profit, amounting to scwe-
thing over £30,000, was made last vear by
the insurance companies doing business with
the Industries Assistance Board, A}l these
things which stand out as being desirable for
Government wndertaking, which ensure almost
a certainty of preat profit, are left to the
£ minea pigs.” They are left to the in-
vestor. It is only when a proposition is
doubtful from its p'roﬁt. earning possibilities
that it is lefl to the Government. The Gov-
eroment are always asked to embark on those
things in respect of which the private indi-
vidual buttons up his pocket, considering the
risk too preat. Some again do not mind
being interested in a concern if the Govern-
ment find the major portion of the capital
required. In directions such as this and sueh
as insurance whera a qumick and safe return
is assured, the Government stand off and
leave it to the class of men whom Mr. Hughes
deseribed as being smug-faced, round-bellicd
men upon whom the sun shines every day.
These smug-faced, round-bellied men should
not be encouraged.

The Premier: Are von referring to the
member for North-Fast Fremantle or the
member for Leonoraf

Hon, P. COLLIER: No; the majority of
men in Western Australia who eome within
Mr. Hughes' deseription are to be fourd ia
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and aroum! the Terrace—the St. George’s-
terrace farmers and the Barrack-atreet miners,
upon whom the sun shines every day. I sup-
pose there has not been an opening for safe,
soumd, secure investment for seme little time,
and that the sun of their prosperity has been
suffering an eclipse and 8o, in order that
their sun may shine again the hon. member
was induced to come down with this innocent-
looking little bantam to provide for these
gentlemen, whose names so frequently appear
in desirable enterprises of this kind. It has
already been stated that a publie trustee
has been established in Great Britain for
many years. I know there are opposed to
the prinviple of State trading those who,
under a misapprehension or misconception of
the whole prineiple of State trading, eonsider
that the State ought not to engage in enter-
Irises of any kind. To those I wounld say
that Government coutrol of luginess of this
kind does not come within the category of
State trading in the ordinary acceptation
of the term. That is cstablished by
the fact that Great Britain, a country
which wp to date has not embarked in
the slightest degree on a policy of State
eontrol of trade or Government trading con-
cerns, has had a public trustee since 1908, As
showing that the people of that country ap-
previate the existence of this institution and
have given it their business and eustom to an
ever incrensing extent cvery year, T propose
to quote from the latest report available to
me., The report was iaid before both Honses
of Parliament and i3 signed ‘‘C. J. Stewart,
Public TFrustee.’” Tt states:~—

The chicf features of the present report
may be summarised as follows:—(1) The
continued remarkable expansion of the work
of the Department; the business transacted
in the 12 months now reported upon being
32 per cent. greater than that of the pre-
vious 12 months and 175 per cent. greater
than that of the first complete year. (2)
The satisfactory finaneial pesition reached
by the Department. The surplus in excess
of expenditure is now £11,000.

That may not seem a very large som, but it
will be evident from the succceding portion=
of the report why the surplus is not greater.
It is due to the fact that the objeet was not
to make large profits, but was merely to
. eharge sueh fees as would cover the cost of
administration so that the general public
should get the henefit.
{(3) An announcement of a reduetion of
the income fee by the New Feea Order,
1912, rendered possible by this satisfne-
tory financial position. (4) An explans-
tion of the amendment of the Rules and
Fees Order carried out by the new Rules
and Fees Order, 1912, and (5) a notice
of certain suppested amendments of the
Public Trustee Act which from experience
gained in the praetical administration of
trusis and estates since the Act came into
aperation, appear deairable in the interests
of the public. Tt will be seen that after
charging the Department in full with every
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cxpense incurred suwee the ist October,

1907, to the 31st March, 1912, and allow-

ing for depreciation upon furniture and

typewriting machines, the defieit umavoid-
ably ineurred in the first two years of the
department, which at the cnd of the first
two yecars amounted to £5,208, has now
been entircly obliterated, and I enter upon
the fifth vear of office with a elear surplus
of £11,0100. 1a the four years a large busi-
uess bas been negotiated with all classes,
in all parts of England and Wales, ap-
proximating in value to some £70,000,000,

which Dugdiness has been seewred, and a

wide conneetion built up entirely out of

Tevenume.

There is the result of four years operations of
the Act in Great Britain. Surely if it was
thought desirible hy the British Parliament
to engage in this buginess, it is sound and
gout cnough for Western Australia,  Deal-
ing with the particulars of the business trans-
acted, the report says:—

The ecurrent business up to 31st March,
1912, is £24,681,987. Applications from in-
tending testators requesting that the pub-
lic trustee should act as cxzecutor, 2,080
£44,030,000. Total value of the business
of all kinds negotintel since 1at January,
1908, £68,711,987. 1,166 wills have been
deposited for safe custody. It will ba seen
that the business of nll kinds shows a
steady and remarkable expangion, Tt hams
come from all clasfes in England and
Wales.

Mr. Davies: It is not many out of 45
millions of people.

Hen. P. COLLIER: The hon. member should
bear in mind that the business has been con-
dueted for only four years.

Mr. Davies: * Yes, and that mot too many
people leave wills.

Hon. P. COLLIER: [Ezxactly; the great
majority of those who pass over are not
worried with the leaving of estates.

It haa come from all classes in England
and Wales., Persons of means above the
average have availed themselves as freely
of the advantage of the statote, as any
other clasa. It would seem that these valuo
the aecurity of State gearantee, the econo-
my of a permanent trustee, the freedom to
nominate an executor or trustee who will
certainly survive them, who from the meas-
wre of his sweeess is necessarily highly
skilleil and experienced in his dutjes, and
who, being remunecrated, acts without any
sense of personal obligation arising. More-
over, the fact that the fecs are not to be
profit bearing gives a mutual character to
the Department; so that those who resort
to it assist each other in cffecting a re-
duction in the cost of administration. Tt is
undeniable also that the suecess which has
attended the work of investment has proved
an attraction.

The report indicates that a very consider-
able proportion of the pecple who have heen
doine husineas with the puoblic trastee in
England are those of the middle elass at anv
rate—they are not drawn from the working
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class seetion—but they were quick to appre-
ciate the value of doing business with an in-
stitution which has Lehind it the guarantec
of the State, as distinet from deing business
with a company such as the present one witn
a capital of £150,000. Should dimaster over-
take the State and the company be over-
whelmed in finaneial ruin, those who have
placed in the company’s hands the manage-
ment of their cstates will have no redreess.

Mr. Mann: The company would do just as
the State would do—rcinvest the funds.

Hon, P. COLLTIER: Bogt with this differ-
ence: If the State’s investment of the funds
turned out to be unsuecersful, the whole secur-
ity of the State is there to make good the
loss and the persons eoncerned or the estates
would not suffer in any way. But not so with
the company. Undoubtedly they would en-
deavour to invest their funds and administer
the estates to the best of their ability, but
we know that even in the recent history of
Anstralia, some of the most astute business
men and men credited with being keen finan-
eiers have brought ruin not only to them-
selves but to a large number of people who
were doing business with them. We cannot
forget that in Vietoria in 1893 nearly the
whole of the banking institutions went broke.
Many building societies in which large num-
bers of people especially workers, had their
all invested, also elosed their doors and the
financial collapse brought absolute ruin upon
thousands of people, who had no redress what-
ever. People who went to the Dbank the
next day found it was imposeible to with-
draw their money.

The Premier: They all recovered.

Hon. P. COLLIER: All the banks did not
recover.

The Premer: They paid their notes,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall maintain the
troth of my assertion until the Premier
proves that T am wrong,

The Premier: I can prove it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier will have
plenty of time to do so before I sit down.

The Premier: When we adjourn the de-
bate, I will show you the proof.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We sball not be
adjourning the debate for a little while.

The Premier: We will put the guestion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier cannot
do that while T am on my feet, and I am
not exhausted yet. Fortunately T am in
fairly good health. Under the heading of
the investment of these funds, the report
has something intereating to say—

Investment to-day has hecome as com-
plicated as it is extemsive, so that a pri-
vate trustee in estates of any value can
rarely hope to do more for a trust than
give it the bepefit of his judgment in
selecting those upon whose opinion fin
such matters he must largely rely. Nor
can he vsually provide any organisation
for keeping under ready observation the
investments when made and thus mini-
mise the risk of loss and depreciation. On

the other hand, the Public Trustee com--
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pares favourably with other Corporate

Bodiez in that apart from his experience

and organisation, he bas no business in-

tereats which may conflict with his duty,
nor has he anything to gain by recom-
mending any particular stocks., With these
advantages working under the guarantee
of the State he presents a favourable
medium for prudent and profitable invest-
ment. His services in this respeet in con.
nection with large estates have often been
of marked assistance; while there is a
growing tendency for Indies and others of
smaller means who may be under serious
disadvantages in knowing how best to
invest their funds to resort to the Depart-
ment, evidently primarily to obtain the
sscurity and benefit of sound and profit-
able investment. In this connection
declaration of trusts which have the ad-
vantage of leaving moneys handed to the
Public Trustee at the call of the owner
have recently proved to be extremely
popular, and it is now becoming more
generally known tbat moneys or invest-
ments whether large or small, represent-
ing savings or the like, can be transferred
te the Public Trustee and invested in
sound securittes so as to produce well
over 4 per cent, This class of business
must largely inerease in the future,
An important point i8 comtained in that
paragraph. The public trustee has no in-
terest likely to conflict with his duty to the
public. Tt is conceivable that members of
the Perpetual Trustee Company, even those
prominent, powerful, influential, smug,
round-bellied gentlemen

The Premier: Don’t be rude to the mem-
ber for Leonora,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Who are interested in
this, may have personal interests which will
conflict with those of the clienta of the
company. That is an important peint in
the administration of estates, particularly
those of deeceased persenms, in i’a.vour of the
public trustee, I presume the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) has an effective reply
to these points, He is taking ample notes,

Mr, Mann: I am just jotting down your
name.

The Minister foy Mines: He will want
vour address next, from force of habit.

Mr. Corboy : Keep your hands in your
pockets,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has been found
possible in England to reduce the fees when
the revenue of the department has been
suffictent to cover the expenditure. Wher-
ever there has been a surplus, the benefit
has been passed on to the clients of the
department by way of redmced fees. Can
one imagine this private company, finding
it bas a substantial surplus at the end of
its year’s operations, giving to the general
public the bhenefit of reduced fees? One of
the arguments advanced in favour of the
creation of this trust is that there would be
competition between it and the W.A.
Trustee Company.
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Mr. Maon: The manager of the W.A.
Trustee Coy. said there was room for
anotker company.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We could not say
there would pe no room.

Mr. Corboy: He did not say another eom-
PANY WOS Neccssary.

Hon. P, COLLIER: If a town with a
population of 100 people had a dozen grocery
shops, there would still be room for one
more.

Mr., Mann:
monopolies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt all depends on eir-
cumstances. A monopoly in itself is not
an evil. Moneopolies are sometimes good
things. A monopoly conduocted in the inter-
ests of the general public eliminates waste
and the coat of

The Minister for Mines: Competition,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes.

Mr. Davies: We have no monopolies like
that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: A State monopoly, nt
onc that is effectively controlled by legisla-
tion, may be a good thing. If there are
several establisbments of a similar character
in a small community, there is the collective
e¢ost of maintenance, overhead charges and
the running of such establishments. One
business might be able to cater for all the
requirements of that commurity, thes
eliminating waste and the needless expendi-
ture associated with competitive businesses.
I am in favonr of monopolies controlled in
the public interest. The hon. member’s
argument is of no value unless the com-
petition ia for the benefit of the general
community, That can he brought about
only by efficient scrviee and reduced costs,

Mr. Mann: And a desire to get better in-
vestments,

Hon. P. COLLIER: All those factors are
present in the case of ome company.

Mr, Mann: Another company would mean
that both companies would look for the best
possible investments for their money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt would mean instead
of one manager there would be two; instead
of one building housing the employees therc
would be two, and the costs would be dupli-
cated all round, the expenditufe having to
come out of the pockets of the clients of the
two concerns. Can it be Lmagined that two
~ampanies of this character would cut each
otner ‘s throat by reducing charges and fees?

Mr. Mann: The fees are fixed by statutc.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The fees caunot exceerl
a certain amount.

Mr. Mann: The maximum is fixed.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Later oun I intend to
move an amendment that will mean the fixing
of the fees to be charged by this company.
T hoje the hon. member will snpport me. TF
it s intended only to serve the public interest
by means of this company, he onght not to
ohject to what wonld amount to a fair return
on the capital invested.

Capt. Carter: Would you make it apply
tn both companies?

(73]

You do not agree with
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Hon, P, COLLIER: That would hardly be
possible.

Capt. Carter: It could not be made to
apply only te one company.

Hon, P, COLLIER: We must make a start
somewhere. If we have been going along
wrong lines in onc case, there 18 mo reason
why we shonld perpetuate the wrong, Thers
will still be a monopoly, whether one com-
pany cxists or both exist, They will not eom-
pete with each other. There will be an hon-
ourable understanding between them, and
their fecs, eharges and commissions will be
arranged by agrecment. 'They will have an
nssoctation to fix prices, in just the same
way that prices are fixed for nearly all our
requizements of life. There is ne such thing
as competition. The day of competition is
entirely past. There was a time when men
might logically argue in favour of what is
known as the law of supply and demand, in
that if the law had free and full operation
the public would get the benefit in more effic-
ient serviee and probably in lower cost. But
in these days eompetition has been entirely
abandoned; there are monopolies and com-
binations which fix fees and prices that the
public have no alternative but to pay.

Ca)st. Carter: It depends on the amount of
work turned out per day per man.

Ld

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is a remarkable
thing that some men and some neéwspapers
are always commenting on the amount of
work turned out per day per man, It is
time that the people who talk and the news-
papers which print such stuff should produce
some tangible evidence of the existence of a
policy of go slow, If a man who from boy-
hood has heen chained to a workshop or a
factory, chained to it for 40 or 50 years
from the blowing of the whistle at 7 in
the tnorning until the whistle blows again
at 5 in the evening, living a life of economic
slavery, finds himself becoming a little weary
as he approaches the close of his life’s jour-
ney, we are told that he is going slow.

Mr. MeCallum: The member for Leeder-
ville will be seeking the votes of anch men
before long.

My, SPEAKER: Does this apply fo the
Bill? .

Hon. P, COLLIER: No, Mr, Speaker; but
I think T am justified in replying to the in-
terjection. We never lear anything about a
policy of go slow in the case of capital. But
the peosle who feed and clothe the world are
glandered day after day in the columns of
the newspapers and on the platforms. There
was no guestion of going slow when the war
was on, It was the people who are now
charged with going slow, the workers-—using
the term in its broadest sense, as including
the vast bulk of our popunlation—by whom the
supremacy .of the British nation was main-
tained. The place to find the essential poliey
of go slow is among the smug-faced, round-
bellied gentlemen of St. George’s-terrace,
who smoke large cigars and casually drift in
and out of offices to draw fees; the men who
enjoy life, upon whom the sun shines every
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day, and a very bright moon in the even-
ings.

Mr. Corboy drew attention to the state of
the House.

Hon. I. COLLIER: Yes; it is just as well
to have some of the loafers inm, the go-slow
people.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Hon, . COLLIER: I have no doubt what.
ever that we ghall see the go slow poliey in
operation again before very long so far ns
the benches opposite are concerned. This re-
gort indicates what has been accomplished in

reat Britain—

Referenee has been made to the support
which the department has received from per-
sons of means. The average value of an
estate for probate in this country is about
£4,000. The average value of the estates
in the hands of the Public Trustee is £8,000,
which in like manner, as he has amall es-
tates and conpensation cases, implies that
there are many large estates there. It has
been thought just, therefore, that a redue-
tion of fees should be first applied to the
large estates, where the rate of fee has
been felt to be somewhat high. Aceord-
ingly, where the income is over £2,000 a year,
half the former fee is to be given up on
the excess; that ia to =ay, 10s. per cent.
only will be charged where £1 per cent. has
hitherte been collected.

On those estates, therefore, after only four
years’ operation the fees have been reduced
by 50 per cent., undeniably a substantial con-
cession. The report proceeds—

The Aet provides that the fees are not to

be profit-bearing.

Imagine our putting such a provigion as that
in this Bill}

Althovgh the department is at the end of

only its fourth year, and carries a liability

on current frusts valued at 21 million
pounds, compared to which a surplus of
£11,000, entirely provided out of revenue,
is insignificant, and although a large mum-
ber of small cases, which the Public Trustee
is expected to take, and feels it hia duty to

take, are noi remunerative, nevertheless a

buginess which has behind it the guarantes

of the Consolidated Revenue Fund is not
concerned to accumulate unduly large re-
serves. It is the intention of the Publie

Trustee, therefore, to keep the ecomomi-
"cal principles of the Aet closely in

view, and make coucessions as quickly as

prudent. Should the prosperity of the office
continue, as there seems no reason to
doubt, further reductions will be effected
as soon as possible.
That paragraph indieates the very striking
difference between a public trustee and a
private imstitution of this kind. This com-
pany is being formed for neo other purpose
than that of profit earning, which the public
trustee cxpressly diselaims. The people who
are promoting thia company do not care abont
the public needs. Neo doubt we shall find in
the annual report of this company a repeti-
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tion of such information as we had last night.
I can imagine Mr. Monger, the chairman of
directors, rising in years ahead at the annual
meeting to congratulate the sharchalders
upon the wonderful success of the year’s
operations, and apnouncing tiat a 20 per
cent. dividend is available after payment of
dividend duty, and that a substantial sum
has been carried to reserve, and a further
sum carried forward for futurc operations.
There are big profits in the business.

Mr. Teesdale: Not if you fix maximum fees.

Mr. Mann: They are fixed in the Bill

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then I shall claim the
support of the member for Perth in fixing the
maximum in such a way that there will be
no cseape. I think the provisional directors
are men who will desire a free hand as to
profits and dividends. The administration of
estates of deceased persens should not be a
matter for profit making. Tt is cssentially
a matter to be undertaken by the State.

Mr. Mann: The passing of this Bill will not
prevent the Btate doing so, if desired. It will
rather edueate the people.

Hon. P. (COLLIER: The passing of the
Bill will hirder it to this extent, that it will
¢reate another vested interest adverse to the
establishment of a public trustee office herc.
By passing the Bill we shall multiply the
number of men whose interest will he dir-
ected in opposition to the State embarking
upen this business, Can one imagine the
five directors whose names I have mentioned
—Messrs. Monger, Nathan, and Alexander,
Mr. J. J. Holmes, M\L.C,, and Dr. Baw,
M.L.C.~~in the cvent of this Bill passing, and
in the event of a Bill for the establishment
of a public trustee coming down next year
or the year after, remaining indifferent as to
the passing of the latter measure? Can hon.
members imagine them being silent and un-
eoncerned as to whether the State intendoed to
embark in competition with them? Earlier
in the evening T quoted the statement of the
Prime Minister whose word will surely not
be discounted hy thase whose Australian
Nationalist leader he is.

Mr. Latham: He wae not the hon, mem-
ber’s leader when that statement was made.

Hon. P, COLLIER: He may not have been.

My, Mann: He has probably changed his
views since.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Does the member for
Perth know that the Prime Minister stated
that these people concern themselves in in-
fluencing the legislature regarding hoth legis-
Iation and administrationt

Mr. MeCallum: He has had a good ex-
perience, too.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Tf only he would speak
from the fulness of his experiemce of recent
Fears as to how far these people have been
able to influence the Government of the coun-
try, he would be able to describe it in still
more graphic language than he indulged in
when he put up the case for Labour.

Mr. Davies: Tt iz only fair to say that
some of them want to serap him now.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 do not know that
that section belongs to the class kno®n sas
big huginess men who want to eontrol the
legislature.

Mr. Davies: They showed their hands in
Vietoria and South Anstralia.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But they are noi in
the inner cirele; they are in the second or
third degree lower down.

Mr. MeCallom: It ia only in accordance
with the natural order of things that they
will adopt that attitude when they have
finished with him. 1t will come the way of
the member for Gruildford yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Perth suggests that the passing of the Bill
will not prevent the State undertaking
this businesa in the future. The more
we permit people by Acts of Parliament
to establish themaselves in this buginess, the
strongrer will be the oppesition to the State
embarking in it in the future. If we were
living in normal times and if the country
were governed by Parliament or by the people
through Parliament, it would not matter. Tn
such cireumstances, we might reasonably rely
upon Parliament being influenced only by
econsiderations of public welfare, When we
realise that we live in times when the Govern-
ment are run and controlled by outside eot-
eries, eliques and individuals, it is a different
matter. When we have men sitting on
directorates, issuing uvltimatums to the Gov-
ernment that unless funds are handed out at
onee—probably the next order will be, *“If
you do not pay up, get out’—T have no
doubt that these gentlemen exevcise snfficient
inflaence to hring ‘about the downfall of the
Government at any time they like. It ia be-
canse I am convinced beyond the shadow of
a doubt that the passing of the Bill will mili-
tate against the State embarking upon this
hpsiness in future, that I oppose the Bill,

Hon, A. Thomson interjeeted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Do net disturb the
sleeping ‘ go-slows??!

The Premier: We were not asleep.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I was not referring to
the Premier; I was referring to the ‘*go-
glows’’ outside.  Dealing with the general
administration of the office the report goes
on to say—

Apg this report deals with the first fonr
complete years of the work of the depart-
ment and the four and a half years of the
five years for which the first publie trustee
was appointed, it may perhaps be expected
of me that 1 should comment briefly upoen
tha position which has been reached in the
five years rovered in the appointment. The
eonvietion and judgment of the founders
of the office have been proved to be well
founded,

Mr. Mann: Do you know how many pub-
lic companies there are in Great Britain?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know.

Mr. Mann: There are some, I believe,

Hon. P. COLLIER: (i course thers are.
‘Trere are crimingls in aevery country, but are
we to welecome criminals here?
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Mr. Mann: Apparently the public eom-
panies do not fear the Government trust in
England.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps not, buf that
may be because the House of Commons is not
so mueh under the influence of outside gen-
tlemen and corporations as is the Parliament
of Western Australia, T know that powerful
money interests may influence legislation in
the Ol@ Country, but I alac kmow that the
constitutional history of Britain shows that at
times when the actual well-being of the
reople was concerned, they did not hesi-
tate to take definite steps, even if
those ateps involved the cutiing off of
a king’s head. Many times during the
eourse of history the Parliament of Great
Britain has shown that it has not been sub-
servient to monceyed influences outside its four
walls, I hope that explanation will satisfy
the member for Perth. Continning, the re-
port states:--

There was, and is, cvidently a wide-
spread public need for a public trustee.
Nevertheless, in an undertaking of this
character, to invite the publis voluntarily
to place their most important, confidential,
and personal matters in the hands of a
Government; department was something in the
nature of an experiment. It might easily
have failed, or have reached only a constant
moderate measure of suceess, whereas on
the contrary the business has increagsed at
a remarkable rate year by year. There is
little doubt that the snccess cxperienced in
meeting the public need is due to the adop-
tion of the buginess-like policy of organi-
sation stipulated for, with wise forethought,
by the Parliamentary Committee on Trusts
of 1894,

Later on the report states—

Ag referred to in my former reports the
policy of the departwient hes developed in
the staff a eapaeity for initiative, for tak-
ing responsibility and for promptness in
administration,

The report concludes with complimentary re-
ferences to the services rendered by the staff
during the year, and it is sigied by C. J.
8tewart, Publie Trustee. I hope tha member
for Perth will consider the advisability of
withdrawing the Bill even at this stage.

Mr. Mann: Youn bave been moré serious in
scine of your statements than in that one.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not at all. Does the
member for Perth think he is serving a publie
need? Why do not these gentlemen who are
interesting themselves in the establishment
of this trust, turn their energies and atten-
tion together with their capital, into more
legitimate channels?

Mr. Mann: You will admit they have done
their share in that direction.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are certainly
doing their share for themselves in commec-
tion with the Bill. They conld invest their
money in a hundred ways, afl of which would
ba of greater advantage to the State. Our
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industries are crying out for money to assist
1t development.

Mr. Marshall drew attention to the state
-of the House,

Mr. SPEAKER: Y lave counted the House,
and there is & quorum present. The hon.
member may proeeed.

Mr. Teesdale: That was a false alarm!

Hon. P, COLTLIER: A guorum comsiats of
17 members, and 1 trost they can hear the
strain,

Mr, Mann: Some memhbers are tired from
walking in and out!

Ion, P, COLLIER: T have no doubt the
Bill will receive whole-hearted support in cer-
tain quarters. There are people willing and
anxious to assist in promoting schemes amnd
ventures of this kind. They spend their time
ferreting round to see whether it is poasible
to form a company here or a trust there, not
with the object of rendering any scrvice to
the State or assisting the material welfare
of Western Australia, but solely for the pur-
pose of finding means to augment their own
bank balances. That is what is behind this
particular company. The men who are con-
cerned in promoting it are those who exer-
cise considerable influence, not only in the
private life of the State, but in the public
life and Government of the country. There
are to be found along St. George’s-terrace
men who are able to influenee the course of
administration and of legislation. The time
of the House is faken up in order that a
Bill might be passed solely in the interests
of certain persons. Have we nothing better
to do than devote our time to work of this
description? Will the well being of any sec-
tion of the comtnunity be affected if the Bill
fail to pass? Certainly not. With a Notice
Paper full of important business, we are
asked to give attention te the consideration
of this measure, and that, too, at an early
hour in the evening, Yet before the session
closes we shall be asked to sit into the small
hours of the morning dealing with Bills of
the utmest importance. Next week, when
the House will be discussing the Loan Esti-
mates, involving the expeaditure of over
£4,000,000 of money on projeets intimately
affecting the life of the community, members
will be giving sleepy, indifferent considera-
tion to the business, Only a small propor-
tion of members are prepared to concentrate
thought on the questions before the House.
Hour after hour we have but a dozen mem-
bers dealing with business affecting thou.
sands of taxpayers. Nevertheless we are now
asked to give cousideration to this Bill, des-
cribed as a boodlers’ Bill, a deseription not
altopether inapt. It is from the industries
of the Btate that all the cost of Government
comes. If we overload those industries with
taxes and charges wo ghall bhe doing some-
thing which will seriously hamper the de-
velopment of the State. What money may
be available should be invested in productive
induatry imstead of being put into parasitic
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cumnpanies. The more opportunities we pro-
vide for the cstablishment of that class of
onterptise, the greater the burden we im-
pose on the toxpayers. This company will
require a fairly large office staff. How mueh
hetter would it be if that staff were engaged
in productive industry, instead of being oe-
cupied with soniething of no real benmefit to
thc community? Tt is heeause of eompanies
sueh as this that we have in Australia the
speetarle of bloated capital cities and a
sparsely populated hinterland. About 45 per
vent. of the population of Western Awstralia
are concentrated hetween Midland Junction
and Fremantle. No wonder we hear of empty
spaces and their danger, not only to the
State but te the Commonwealth! We are
merely in the pioncering stage. All our
work lies akend of us. We have this great
country to develop. To do that we require
men and women, but not in city offices. We
should avoid the multiplication of offices in
the citv. Men and women should be assisted
to enpape in the industries that count, It
is a wrong poliey for Parliament to aid in
the establishment of a company such as is
proposed in the Bill, & company which can
have no beneficial inflnence on the life of
the ecommunity. The bhorrowing of large
gums of monev each year has the effect of
creating a fietitious prosperity while piling
up the natiomal debt and creating intereat

and sinking fund charges the annnal
pavments of which tend to load down
the State with a burden of taxation

Fivery spare hour we have should be devoted
te dealing with Bills to promote the welfare
of the State, and not to the consideration of
@ paltry measurc of this kind imtended to
henefit merely a few individuals, Because a
coteric of men who apend their leisure hours
aloug the terrace and have considerable in-
fluence in the commercial life of the com-
munity think it desirable, purely in their own
intereats, to form a company to provide in-
vestment for them is no reason why we should
endorse their attitude. I ask members on
the eross-benches to disregard the faet that
AMr. Monger is chairmap of directors.

Mr. Latham: He will not be taken iato
consideration in dealing with the Bill,

Mr. Me('allum: Has thizs Bill been before
caucus?

The Minister for Mines: There is plenty
of time yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: All the profits dis-
tributed in the city from corporations of
this kind are drawn from industry which is
mainly agrienltural, and country members
woulil be serving the interests of those they
represent by refusing to sanction such legis-
lation.

Mr. Davies: People are not compelled to
go to the company, are they?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course mot, but
wbat will the company dof The people who
go to them will have to pay the fees and
charges for the maintenance of the institu-
tion and the £2,000 o year for the manager.
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Mr. Mann: They are sure of having their
estates well controlled, and this is not always
the case when you go to a private individual

Hon., P. COLLIER: They are not com-
pelled to ge to a private individual; there is
already a trustee company in Perth.

Capt. Carter: ("an you trust them?

Hon. P. COLLTER: 1f they are evil, I do
not wish to add to the evil. If there is need
for another trustee, the sound and sensible
course i3 to crcate a public trustee. There
can he no question as to the success of it.
The Labour policy is not involved. England
has had a public trustee since 19058 and New
Zealand has had a public trusteg for 20 years,
and neither of those countries has had a
Lahour Government,

The Minister for Warks: Polities does not
enter into it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: No, and no question of
Labour pringiple is involved. Tt has been
accepted in the most conservative countries
that it is a good thing, in the interests of
the people, to have a public trustee. There-
fore, why do we¢ hesitate? I hope the Bill
will be rejected on the second reading so that
we may devote our attention to business which
eounts.

Mr. Mann: T thought you were going to
move something in Committee.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I intend to do so if
the Bill is taken into Committee, but we shall
save the time of the country by rejecting
the Bill on the sceond reading.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
hate adjourned.

" ANNT AL ESTIMATES, 1922-23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 23rd November;
Stnbbs in the Chair,

Department of the Minister for Justice
(Hon. H. P, Colebatch, M.L.C., Minister; the
Minister for Mines, Hon. J. Seaddan, in
charge of the votes).

Vote—Minister for Justice, £78,528:

The MINISTER TOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [9.8]: The Estimates of
the Department of the Minister for Justice
eall for very few remarks by way of intro-
duction. Members will observe that the
figures for the year disclose an estimated de-
ereagse in the expenditure of £2,704. This
department controls the Crown Law offices,
Electoral, Land Titles, Stipendiary Magis-
tracy, Supreme (‘ourt, and the Arbitration
Court transfer from the Colonial Secretary’s
department.  During the year the Chief
Electoral Officer retired and a fresh appoint-
ment was made.

Mr.

Mr. MeCALLUM  (South Fremantle)
[29]: T am pleased that the admiunistration
of the Arbitration Court baa been central-
ised and brought under one heading. Pre-
viously half the administration was under
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the C'olonial Secretary and the other half
under the XMinister for Justice. Anyone
having business with the ecourt now has only
the one head to deal with. This will faecili-
tate the business considerably. There is no
comparison between the value of the work
carried out by the Arbitration Court and
that of the other courts. The expenditure
of a conple of thousand pounds is alt that
the Arbitration Court is costing the State
for administration, as against something
over £70,000 for the other courts. The
Arbitration Court is undoubtedly the mast
important court. Whereas other courts sif
for days on end to determine the ownership
of a few pounds, this conrt decides the
ownerskip of hundreds of thousands of
pounds during the course of a year. It actu-
ally fixes the standard of living for the in-
dustrial community, and has under its cou-
trol over 1,000 apprentices. The work it is
doing, therefure, iz considerable. T appnal
{o the Government to give the eourt better
facilities to carry out its work. Therz i3 a
tremeudous coungestion of worl: in the covrt,
I was down there on Tuoesday last en-
deavouring to pet a decision in 2 dispute
that occurred nearly two years ago. The
whole of the delay has not been due to the
¢ourt, but no decision has yet been given,
and I was unable to secure a date. The
staff is altogether inpdequate to keep the
necessary filing and woerk up to date, and
provide the facilities that those having busi-
ness at the court are entitled to. I am
not finding fault with the members of the
staff, T consider the Registrar a very
capable officer, who is most obliging te all
parties and gives sound advice and assist-
ance to all who seek it. But special care
should bhe taken in seleeting the staff for
the court. The ordinary clerical official is
not always suitable for a job of that
description. To be successful in the busi-
ness of that court, a man requires special
training. Better accommodation should be
provided for the staff and for those doing
bunsiness at the court. There is no place
where one can have a private conversation
with the Registrar, which makes it awkward
for the representatives of the unions, as
well as the employers. The parties should
be able to talk frankly with the Registrar,
who should be in a position to win the
confidence of both sidea. A clear expression
of opinien facilitates the work and leads to
better relationships between the parties. At
present there is ne privacy; there are only
two rooms for the staff, and it is impossible
to have a private conversation with the
Registrar. The eourt itself is eminently
suitable. I understand tbe Government con-
templated accommodating the court in other
premises. T hope the court will not be
moved into the bigger courts of the Supreme
Court building, because the present court is
compact and the parties are not far re-
moved from the bench, and the proceedings
therefore, are not so stiff as they would be
if the bench were as far away as in the
Bupreme Court. The compaciness and the
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fuet of the parties and the bench beinyg
close together engenders a more friendly
feeling. There is no vonference room, and
no place where the clerk can confer with
either side in the settlement of issues. It
15 essenfial that a suitable conference room
be provided. There is no private office for
any member of the conrt. There are no
public offivials in this State occupying such
important positions as members of the court
who have not offices of their own. Each
member of the court should be provided
with his own room, ir which to transget
business, or interview any person who had
business with him. There is only an out-
gide ronm at the bark which is used by all
the members of the court. There should
also be other rooms for the staff, as well as
arcommodation for memhbers of the court,
added to the present building. That work
should be put in hand immediately. The
court should ¢reate a library in which shonld
be kept a record of the dedisions of indus-
trial tribunals in Australia and in other
econntries, as well ag the agreements arrived
at in eonmection with different classes of
workers, This information should be avail-
ahle to both sides, The records there are
thoso of the Eastern States. They are
fairly well kept, but it dis very difficult to
get information with regard to other coun-
tries. Each party has te find its own way
of obtaining such information, and having
got it, uses it to its own advantage, and sup-
presses that which it is desirable from its own
view point to suppress. If an industrial library
were established, containing information of
this nature, it would be available for the
benefit of all parties interested and would be
of considerable valoe to them, It is not
possible for the court to bring about a
-settlement of the present dispute in thae
iron trade? If the President had allowed
the conrt to function, this dispute would not
have developed as it has done. There would
never have been a stoppage of work. The
President has refused to allow the eonrt to
function and the whole of the iron industry
in the private establishiments is hung up. The
Amalgamated Socicty of Engincers seeunred
a 44 hour week from the Federal court.
As soou as the terms expired, the employers
cited them before the Federal eourt and
obtained an alteration to the 48 hour week.
When the $8-hour veck was awarded to the
amalgamated engincers, the employers locked
out the rest of the unions, the Australian en-
gineers, the boilermakers, and the moulders,
with the object of altering their week to 48
hours. The employers forced this on the other
unions, notwithstanding the fact that neither
of these unions was a party to the case, and
that the boilermakers had an application pend-
ing before the State court. Before there was
any stoppuge of work, a compulsory vonfer-
ence wns summoned, and the judge was asked
to take action. In face of the faet that the
Federal court’s decision had been given in
the ease of the amalzamated engineers, the
judge refused to act. He declined to take
the case in connmection with either of the
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other unions, whose members were not involved
in the Federal case, thus denying them the
right to get a decision from the State Ar-
bitration Court. The Government huve taken
a stund in regard to the 44+-hour week so
far as the Implement Works and the timber
mills are concerned. They have appealed to
the Privy Ccouncil on the ground that the
Federal Court had wno jurisdiction over the
Btate instrumentality, They have not re-
cognised the award, or paid the wages, or
fulfilled any of the conditions which the
court awarded, but they have coutinued the
44 hours week, and not enforced the 48 hour
werk. They have allowed matters to go on
pending the appeal, which, I believe, to be
right in the circumstances. When we were
discussing arbitration a little while ago, the
Premier admitted that once a case is cited
Lefore the court neither party hus a right to
endeavour to alter the decision or foree the
conditions on the other side. Whilat the
boilermakers had a ecase pending in the court,
the employers cnforeed the additional four
hours work upon the members of that unien.
That amounted to a distinet lock-out. There
can be no nuestioning that deecision. The
judge elearly laid it down in the case of the
printing industry trouble a few months ago.
While the bollermakers had their papers
awaiting the decision of the court, the em-
ployers lockedl them out, and the judge
refused to refer the case to court for decision.
He is refusing to allow the court to funection,
ond is going slow on the job. This dispute
could be settled if the judge earried out his
daties, referred the case to the court, and
allowed it to be deterinimed there. Tt has
always been the practice in the ovent
of a ecompulsory conference for the Preai-
dent of the court to order work to be re-
sumed on the conditions operating at the
time work ceased, and to arrange at the first
opportunity to hear the ease, and arrive at a
deeision, Tf that practice was followed in
this case, I am of opinien that it would end
the dispute. The AS.E. has pleaded guilty
to being on strike. The judge could have
referred into eourt the case of the other
unions which are Jocked cut, and the dispute
could have heen settled even before work had
ceased. Under Section 59 of the Act, the
eourt has power to deal with a case on an
application from a union which is interested
in the industry affected. Tt reads—

An industrinl dispute may relate either
to an industry in which the party by whom
the dispute is referred for settlement to
the court as hereinafter provided is en-
gared, concerned or interested, or to amy
industry or industries related thereto.

The hoilermakers and moulders cannot be
said not to be so interested or related to
engineering work through this particular
dispnte. The ASE., whose eonstitution 9
similar to that of the amalgamated engineers,
are involved, but because one upion ia on
strike, all the other unions are affected as
well as the whole of the iron industry.
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The Minister for Works: They stopped
work.

Mr., M¢CALLUM: The employers locked
the door, and forced a different working week
on the membera of these unions. The boiler-
makers have an applieation pending before
the court, and it might be arranged that the
decision piven in one case could be accepted
for the lot.

The Minister for Worky: Would you give
a guarantee that this would be the case?

Mr. McCALLUM: I cannot do that; I
merely throw out the suggestien. Tf the
Government will adopt it, I think it will lead
to a settlement of the dispute. If the Presi-
dent took the usual course at compulsory
eonferences of ordering work to be resumed
on the conditions operating at the time when
work ceased, and acted under Section 59, and
took the ease of the boilermakers and the
moulders, or of the Australian Engineers,
heard the ease right away before going into
recess, and announced the decision of the
court, T am of opinion that the dispute wonld
terminate. This is the most important work
that any eourt eould have to perform, The
President is taken away from arbitration
work, and I believe will be engaged on Full
Court work direetly. We found him sitting
on divorce cases while the arbitration work
wag being hung up, and the iron industry
allowed to stagnate. The mere possession of
a wife is nothing in comparison with the
effect of this position upon the standard of
living for the men, womem, and children
affected by the trouble. The question of the
possession of a wife could well stand over
for & term,

The Minister for Mines: It may be the
possession of the wife by someone else.

Mr. MeCALLUM: He could wait too. Ta
there any Full Cowrt decision likely to be
given that will mean as much to the country
as keeping this industry going? If the strike
goes on much longer, a serious position will
be ecreated. The whole of the iron trade is
hung up. The machinery in the different faec-
tories cannot much longer continue to operate
without attention, Tt is surprising that it
bas been kept running so long. It has been
patehed up, and is being worked under great
difficulties. The machinery conmected with
the different establishments cannot eontinue
to run much longer. I have no authority to
make the suggestion T have gubmitted, but T
am prepared to meet the men and advocate it.
In my judgment it will find aceeptance. If
the suggestion could be adopted, it should be
adopted. The fact that the President is en-
gaged in Full Court work should not mean
that this trouble must stand over. If necessary
the conrt could take its recess later on in the
year, for it is an orgent matter that this
tronble should end. No move can be expeeted
from the side of the employers. There is a
clanse in the Commonwealth award which
provides that any employer or employers’
organisation c¢an make applieation to any
court of summary jurisdiction 10 have a de-
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claration made that the employees are on
strike, and the award then lapses. But no
employer has attempted to apply to the court
for a deciaration that the Amalagamated
Engineers are on strike. The employers re-
vognise that the award is all in their favour,
and therefore they are content to sit back
and let the dispute be fought vut by direet
action. My aim is to get the wheels of in-
dustry going again in the shortest space of
time. Work would never have ceased if
the President of the Arbitration Court had
exercise]l his powers. 1 hope my present
suggestion will be adopted without delay.
There are three unions other than the Amal-
gamated Engineers involved. The members
of each of these three unions are out without
any prospect of redress, and it a poor lookout
if the Government cannot find seme means,
through the Arbitration Act, to secure re-
dress for men who are not parties to the
strike, and who are out of work solely be-
cause of the action of the employers. I
gee no difficulty in giving effect to my sug-
gestion. Other Arbitration Court work can
stand over. I feel sure no other uniorn would
complain if that course were taken. Thus
work might be resumed before Christmas. The
strike cannot last much longer without hun-
dreds of additional men being involved. Tt
the cessation of work is further prolonged,
the machinery in the factories is sure to
break down. At the instance of the unioms,
two compnlsory conferences have been held—
oune hefore and onc after the cessation of
work. However, the judge refuses to act;
and that is an extracrdinary atand for him
to take in view of the provision for com-
pulsory conferences, a provision adopted at
the instance of the judge when Attorney Gen-
c¢ral, One of the other unions affeeted, either
the boiler makers, or the engineers’ moulders,
or the Anstralian Engineers, could cite a case,
on which a decision could be given. That is
the simple and direct way, and the Arbitra-
tion Court is there to hear the case. Sorely
the Government will not wit by and allow the
law to remain inoperative. Tt should he
pointed out to the judge that his duty is,
clearly, to act in this way. He may refuse
to hear one union beeause he may consider
that union to be on strike under the Federal
Arbitration Act. But the other unions are
not on strike;-they are locked out. Let the
decision be given on their case.

Me. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhee) [9.35]:
As to the office of the Official Trustee for
maintaining which the country paid last year
£1,978, T wish to point out that the Trustee
Company have to go to the Official Trustes
for a good deal of work in connmection with
probates. Would it not be possible for the
existing office, with a small addition to the
staff and some reorganisation, to do the work -
that is done by public trustees in other coun-
tries? Here we have a proposed trustee com-
pany asking permission to start in business.
On this vote members should be informed of
the possibilities of the Government going in
for this business and deriving the benefits.
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Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [9.37]: With
the first portion of the remarks of the mem-
ber for South Fremantle I heartily agree.
There is great mnecessity for improvement in
the honsing of our Arbitration Court. The
present accommodation is totally inadequate,
and the conditions are such as should bring
a Dblush of shame to the faces of those re-
sponsible, having regard to the importance of
the court. I agrec that the staff should be
carefully chosen, and I think that that has
" been done in the case of the chief clerk, who,
go far ns 1 know, has given every satisfac-
tion. I agree, further, that there should be
special accommodation not only for the mem-
bers of the Arbitration Court bench, but for
the advoeates on either side. Under present
conditions a settlement of issues is often Qe-
layed because the one room available for that
purpose is being used for some other purpose.
I also agree that there is no privacy in the
chief clerk’s room during most houra of the
day. Secing that that officer deals confidenti-
ally with representatives of both sides, he
ought to hava a speeial room for his work., 1
do not wish to anticipate the discussion of an
item on the Notice Paper—the Industrial Ar-
hitration Act Amendment Bill—but I may
say that in the best interests of all parties
and of our industries, it is desirable that a
special judge should be appointed to take
charge of the work in tbe Arbitration Court.
The president is taken away day after day
to civil work in the Supreme Court, with the
inevitable result of further delay to the wark
which has been piling up for over 12 months
in the Arbitration Court. Such a condition ot
affairs does not make for industrial peace and
the settiement of disputes, but in the opposite
direetion. The Government are largely respon-
gible, because they have not placed a full-
time judge on the Arbitration Court bench. 1
trust that the fortheoming Bill will make pro-
vision for anch an appointment. With regard
to the suggestion of the member for South
Fremantle as to settlement of the existing dis-
pute, I will only say that he did not state
he could guarantee compliance with an award
if eventually delivered by Mr. Justice Draper.

Mr. MeCallum: The judge would get that
assurance from the parties concerned. Suarely
it is not for me to get such an assurance.

Capt. CARTER: T mention the matter, be.
cause, in my opinion, the present dispute ex-
ists by reason of fajlure to obey an award.
Tf a new award is made on the existing
award, what fuaraftee have we of compli-
ance?

Mr. MeCallum: What justification is there
for knocking out the other three unions?

Capt. CARTER: If an employer engages
members of various unions, and one of thage
unions refuse to work under an award of the
Federal Arbitration Court, and thus throws
hig buginess eut of gear, he is only protecting
himself and his property hy closing down.

Mr, MeCallum: If you stand for that, yon
will have every industry in the country hung
up.

Capt. CARTER: 7Y stard for conciliation
and arbitration, but if a union refuses to
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obey an award we have no common basis for
understanding. [ recognise that it is more
by good luck than aoything else we are
carrying on in Perth ito-day certain of owr
utilities. Unless we get a common basis of
nnderstanding it is not much use our going
to the court at all.

Hon. I'. Collier: The hon. member’s sug-
gestion, however, ia worthy of consideration.

Capt. CARTER: It is a good suggestion.

Hon. P. Collier: If the judge, before pro-
ceelding, could get an assurunce, there would
be no obstacle then to his going on. I can
wnderstand his refusing unless he has such
an assurance.

(apt. CARTER: Al the judge has to go
on is the evidence of the present position.

Hon. P. Collier: Do not forget that the
judge would be dealing with a different
union and different men.

Capt. CARTER: That is true; but the
whole position revolves around the 48-hour
award, over which the whele trouble has
arigen. I apologire for being drawn inte this
discugsion, and T wish to say that the mem-
ber for South Fremantle made an honest ef-
fort to put forward & solution of the problem.
The member for South-Fremantle has given
his opinion; T have given mine. 1 am as
keenly desirous as anyone else in the House
to ree the dispute scttled, but I cannot see
how it ean he determined.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hapnans) [9.45]: I endorse
the remarks of the member for South Fres-
mantle (Mr. McCallum) and the member for
Leederville (Capt. Carter) regarding the aec-
commodation available at the Arbitration
Court. The public generally and the Govern-
ment in particular look upon the State Arbi-
tration Court as subsidiary to the ordinary
conrts of law. In my opinion, the most im-
portant court in Western Australia is the Ar-
bitration Court. Tha decision of that court
in connection with the mining induvatry, which
was delivered at Kalgoorlie recently, meant
a reduction of la, per day in the wages of
miners.

Mr, Heron: Tt was ls, 6d. in the back coun-
try.

My, MUNSIE: I am giving the figure as a
shilling per day all round. That decision
represented a sum of £62,000 for the 12
months’ currency of the award.

Mr. McCallum: All the other courts put to-
gether would not deal with such 2 sum in one

year,

Mr. MUNSIE: That is probably so. That
decision meant a saving to the employera here
of 262,000 for that year. 1 agree with the
decision to make the c¢lerk of the Arbitration
Court the Registrar of trade unjons. That
step will be beneficial to those roncerned. As
to the present industrial dispute, I hope the
Covernment will take heed of the suggestion
thrown out by the member for South Fre-
mantle. Regarding the views expressed by
the member for Leederville, everyone enn-
nected directly with the employees’ side of
the dispute, gave to the employers and to the
President of the State Arbitration Court, n
guarantee—this was before the men ceased
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work—that they were prepared to abide by tie
decigion of the State court. I do not wish to
go into the whole question as to why the men
have not abided by the decision of the Fed-
eial Arbitration Court. If I were a member
of the Amalgamated Socicty of Engineers,
I would have acted as they arc doing to-day,
that, too, despite the fact that there is no
man who believes more in settling industrial
disputes by arbitration than I do. If we
have a dispute to settle by arbitration, both
sides should have some say in the constitution
of the court. Out of all the members of that
organisation, I do not think one could he
found who would have repudiated or ques-
tioned the decision for a 48-hour week, had it
been given by the court which originally de-
creed the 44-hour week, On the other hand,
the men will not sit down under all sorts of
conditions. As to the guarantee, I assert,
as one who is in an executive position repre-
senting the employees of Western Australia,
that all the guarantees possible have been
given. If the President of the State Arbi-
tration Court had adopted the suggestion
made to him when the compulsory conference
was held, neither the engineers nor any other
union would have had the backing of labour
organisations or any individual if they had
refused to abide by the pledge given, That
pledge was given before the men ceased work.
I do not wish to plead on behalf of the Amal-
gamated Society of Engineers. They admit
their guilt in the matter of the strike; therc
is no doubt that they are on strike. Is it not
a fair proposition that the employers should
take the course of action they are entitled
to do¥ Why do not the employers take aetion
against the Amalagamated Society of Engin-
eers? They will not do it. The President of
the Federal Arhitration Court, Mr. Justice
Powers, asked the employers to cite a case
against the union but they would not do it.
Before the decision in favour of 48 hours
was delivered, an application was before the
Pederal Arbitration Court asking for a varia-
tion of the award, releasing the Western Aus-
tralian section from its provisions altogether.
That application bas been before the Federal
Court on three occasions, but the judge has
always adjourned the case, intimating that
he was waiting for the men’s decision to re-
turn to work. The President of the Arbi-
tration Court here has power to get the men
to return to work. As one who is connected
with the dispute, I can say that if the men
were permitted to return to work to-morrow
on the conditions prevailing when they ceased
wark, they would be prepared to stand by the
decision given by the local Arbitration Court.
That propesition has been put before the
Premier, the President of the Arbitration
Court, and the Employers’ Federation. We
bave given every assurance possible on that
point. The position, however, is that the
employers in Western Australia are mostly
men who are operating in & small way and
they are prepared to sit back with what
assistance they can get, thus endeavouring to
starve the men into submission.
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The Minister for Works: The dispute is
killing trade.

Mr. MUNSTE: The men will not be starved
into submission for months to come. [ can
assure hon. members that this matter is be-
ecoming serious. The men ere getting in such
a state of mind, that I do net know how thrir
leaders van control them for much longer. Tt
does not matter what we endeavour to do, the
employers will have nothing to do¢ with us
They will not diseuss the matter with us, not
even the Perth City Council, who are the
biggest employers of men who are on strike.
The City Council refused to meet their own
employees to discuss matters. If we go to the
Employers’ Federation, we arc informed that
ne good can come of sueh an interview unless
the men are prepared to return to work on the
48-hour basis. They were not working a 48-
hour week when they ceaged work., The pro-
position we put forward is a fair ome. There
was o ease in which the Government took
action in connection with the Potosi mining
case, in which the company committed a
breach of the Aet. The present case, how-
ever, is a more definite instance of a lockout
than was furnished by the Potosi ease. I
lo not know why the Government have re-
frained from taking action for so long. They
should take action to compel an alteration in
the conditions poverning the employment of
boilermakers in Western Australia. The
toilermakers had their citation before the
State Arbitration Court and the employera
had furnished their reply. The case was
coming on for hearing and while the prepara-
tions for the case were proceeding, the em-
ployers said that although they were working
44 hours, the men would have to work 48
houra for the same money or they could not
be employed. That is what the employers did
to the boilermakers and yet mo action has
heen taken against them!

The Ministet for Works: There has not
heen too much work available.

Mr. MUNSIE: There was cnough to keep
them going. If the Amalgamated Society
of Engineers had accepted the award and
continued to work on the 48-hour bagis, the
boilermakers, under their own sward, wouwld
have been entitled to work 44 hours. The
employers would have been liable for prose-
cution if they had refused to employ the men
for the 44 hours, until such time as the court
altered the award. This has been done,
withont any action being taken against
them! T[f such things are to be continued,
we must look for trouble. That trouble may
come although it will not come if I ean stop
it by my adviee. At the same time, I will
not aceept responsibility for what the men
may do if the present conditions are to con-
tinue. If T can prevent it, they will not do
anything drastic or wrong, but I cannot say
that they will accept my advice, particularly
when they see the employers doing every-
thing possible to tantalise them into taking
drastie action. If the employers are look-
ing for that trouble, they munst abide by the
consequences, T trust the Goyernment will
do something. We have approached the Ar-
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bitration Conrt and alse the Premicr. When
we put the position to the Premier he ad-
mitted that we probably had a ecase, and pro-
mised to get into communication with the
Arbitration Court. At that time he did not
know that the President was in Kalgoorlie,
but when he ascertained that fact, he tele-
graphed to the President explaining the pro-
position as we put it to him. We got a
reply from the court asking what could be
done. We replied saying that the court
could liear the ease which was already cited.
The President refused to do eo and he will
not order the ease into eourt. He contends
he bhas no jurisdietion in connection with the
Amalgamated Society of Engineers, T do
not think he has any jurisdiction, beeause if
he did give an award, until such time as we
are freed from the Federal Arbitration
Court, a State award would not hold good in
face of a Federal award. That, however,
would not affect the status of the moulders,
the boilermakers, or the Australian Society
of Engincers. They have no agreement with
the Federal Court. The moulders are work-
ing under no registered agreement, State or
Federal. The boilermakers are working
under an agreement, It is up to the Govern-
ment to do something to asecertain whether
the eourt cannot function as laid down . in
the Arbitration Aet. That is all we ask,
If the eourt will do that, something can be
done to settle the dispute.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany—in reply) [10.0]: T will
take the earliest opporiunity to present to
the Minister in charge of these departments
the views expressed by hon. members. The
other matter is a question for the decision
of the court. The Govermment are just as
anxious to have this matter settled a3 are
hon. memhera, but there is a point beyond
which we ecanmot go. Parlinment endea-
voured to establish the Arbitration Conrt on
a hasis that wounld save it from being ham-
strung by a lot of conditions whieh apply to
ordinary courta of law. Still, we have to
recogmise that the president of the court is,
under the statute, a judge of the Supreme
Court, and so iz not directly under the con-
trol of the Government. Tt would not bhe
right that our judges should he controlled
by the Legislature and, through the Legis-
lature, by the Executive.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They should he e¢on-
trolled in their work.

The MINTSTER FOR MIXNXES: T do not
think so.
Mr. Munsie: You would not have had

thig trouble but for politieal infinence affeet-
ing the other court.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: The
judieiary bave a separate task to perform,
and under the British Constitotion are re-
cognised a3 being quite apart from the Ad-
ministration.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:

They are supposed
to administer justiee.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
the Arbitration Court was established free
from the conditions generally recogmised in
other courts of the land, the sole condition
being that the president of the court shounld
be a julge of the Supreme Court. Because
he is expected to be removed from all poli-
tieal and other influences, his appointment
is for life. Judges eannot go on strike and
refuse to perform their work. The Chief
Justiee determines the work to be performed
by the other judges, each of whom is loth
to he permanently appointed president of
the Arbitration Court, None of them has
raised objection to acting in his turn, but
it must be admitted that none is very keen
sbout it. If we want industrial peace we
shon]d bave a court that could function under
all circomstances. We shall only arrive at
that position when we can get a permanent
president of the Arbitration Court whose
duty will begin and end with industrial af-
fairs. Such a man could devote & good deal
of time to becoming au fait with industrial
conditions here and elsewhere, just as a
judge ‘6t lawyer is ealled upon to keep him-
self abreast of the Iaws in other parts of
the British Dominions. That point has not
heen lost sight of by the Government. There
ought to be a way out of these industrial
trottbles without having industry held up
and a large number of innocent peraons
made to suffer for the guilty.

Mr. Munsie: You eannot have concilia-
tion if the partics refuse to meet.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: I admit
that. I have no gympathy with those who
refuse to confer on matters affecting the
general welfare of the community. Nothing
can be lost by discussing such matters. How-
aver, [ will take the earliest opportunity to
advise the Premier, if he has not heard the
discussion, of the views of hon. members so
that he can see if anything can be done to
help bring the parties together and get the
dispute settled. The Government are as
anxious as are hon. members to bring to an
end the existing condition of affairs, Too
frequently our employers and employees are
used by larger gronpa of employera and em-
plovees in the other States. We should not
tolerate that. T will mention the matter to
the Mimister in charge of the department
and to the Premier, and see if something
cannot be done to settle the dispute.

Vote put and passed.

Departmient of the North-West (Hon. H. P.
Colebateh, ML.C., Minister), £26401,

Vote—North-West Department, £22895:

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [10.10]:
Seeing that this is a new department, it would
be only reasonable if some Minister were to
jntroduce these Estimates and at least tell
the Committee why the department was
ercated, and why there should be so great an
inerease in the expenditure.
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Mr. Munsie: And what they have done to
Jjustify themselves,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [10.11]: Some notes deal-
ing with the department have been handed to
me, but T do not feel ealled upon to answer
the questions submitted by the member for
Pilhara, at Jeast not in the way he submitted
them, The department was established
larpely as the result of eriticism of various
Government departments, and of the desire
expressed by northern members.

Mr. Uniderwood: Which northern members?

Hon. W. €. Angwin: And to provide a
nucleus for humilding up a separate State,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It might
have been that. Presently we shall hear from
members represeating the North-West.

Mr. Underwood: Will you not give us
reasons for ihe establishment of the depart-
ment ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The de-
partment was not esablished this year. When,
last year; it was established the hon. member
could have obtained from the Premier the
grounds for its establishment. I have been
furnished with notes setting out the work
performed during last year, and indicating
what is proposed during the eurrent year;
but 2s to the poliey underlying the establish-
ment of the department two years ago, T am
not in a position to explain it. Members will
want to know why the vote has inereased.
T am assured by the department that it is
not possible to make a proper comparison of
the estimated@ expenditure for last year with
that for the present year, because this year
the department have assnmed more fully what
they term their proper functions.

Hon. W. (O, Angwin: I am glad you say
“‘what they term.’’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
prtting up the position as it has been put
up te me. T know nothing about the adminis-
tration of the Nerth-West.

¥Hr. Tuderwood: The question is, what is
bheing put up to ns?

Mr. Teesdale: Anything will do. Why
hother about the North-West?
The MINISTER POR MINES: I can

furnish only the information supplied to me.
T am advised that as from February last the
North-West Department began to take over
the whole of the activities ordinarily con-
trolled by the Public Works Department in
the territory now under the North-West De-
partment, the control and renting of publie
buildings, the administration of the Road
Districts Act, the Monicipal Corporations and
other relative Aects, the Water Boards Aect,
stock routes, water supplies and bores, and
the transfer of all public works.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They did not trans-
fer the very man who should have got the
1lace.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
anxious to make them a further transfer.

Mr. Tnderwood: You kmow nothing ahout
it.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
8o, and T am in good company with the hon.
member, He assumes knowledpe of the sub-
jeet; I do not asseme anything. That is
the difference between us.

Hon. P. Collier: You are modest about
your want of knowledge.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
I do not parade it, as does the hon. member.
Whether it has been desirable to transfer the
work of these sub-departments, I am not in
a position to judge.

Mr. Underwood: Of course you are not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But there
is in my department an obligation which T
am very anxious to transfer to the North-
West Department, namely the operating of
the Port Hedland-Marble Bar Railwav.
Such a transfer would relieve me and the
Commissioner of Railways of a good deal of
worry.  Unfortunately the North-West De-
partment would be taking over a heavily losing
proposition. Let me read from the mnotes
which have been supplied to me—

Beadon Point jetty will not be trans-
ferred until eompleted, nor will the Carnar-
von water supply. Commonwealth works
are carriod out as desired by the chief ar-
chitect. The basis of comparison, there-
fore, is the expenditure by both the Public
Works and North-West departmenta on
North-Weast matters last year.  Whatever
may be said to the contrary, the concentra-
tion of all these activities under one de-
partment solely responsible bas already re-
sulted in greater expedition, economy in
working and increased efficiency.

The Minister for Works: Are you respon-
sible for that statement?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: o, nor
for any of the statements.

Numerous small matters, which have been
hanging fire for a considerable time have
been cleared up, enabling consideration to
be given to more important matters and
development generally. Tropieal agrieunl-
ture in a small way is already being en-
tered npon, both by private enterprise and
with a small measure of financial backing
from the Government, and the experi-
mental work now being undertaken will
later indieate how future operafions should
be directed. A coiton expert has lately
been visiting various parts of the State,
and his advice is to the effect that cotton
growing in the North should prove a pro-
fitable undertaking.

The Minister for Works:
or what?

Mr. Teesdale: What.

Mr. Underwood: This North-West depart-
ment is a wonderful joke,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If  the
fhon. member wiil allow me to supply the in-
formation, I shall do it.

Hon. P. Collier: This is the comedy, is it?

Mr. Underwood: Yes, the Charlie Chaplin
stunt.

Hon. P. Collier: We have had the tragedy.

Is that ratoon,
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
rather be a Charlie Chaplin than that par-
ticularly fat furmy gentieman who used to ap-
pear in the pietures, hut is now ofF the sereen.

Last year, of the sun of £25548 voted,

£21,932 was spent. In the process of trans-

fer from one department to another, there
was naturally a little dalay in arranging
works, but this has aince been more than
overtaken. Moreover, the North-West de-
partment was able to cffeet several ccono-
mies, and works have been carried out be-
low estimated cost. This year the esti-
mated expenditure of £22,895 is £963
greater than the acfual expenditure for last
year,

That is the information supplied to me twith

the exeeption of the details. The aetual

operations in the districts represented by

North-West members will be best known to
them.

Mr, UNDERWOQOOD (Pilbara) [10.18]:
The North-West will feel very grateful for
the explanation given by Charlie—the Minis-
ter for Mines.

The Minister for Mines:
Fatty Arbuckle,

Mr. UNDERWQOD: We have in service

- and loan something like £3,500. Before we
had the North-West department we used to
do the work more effectively for about £1,500.
I would like some Minister to show what the
result has been in other departments, For
my section of the North-West, I say the ser-
viee we are receiving to-day is infinitely in-
ferior to that which we received before the
department was formed. It is a pity we hava
ng¢ Minister here who can do anything better
than a Charlie Chaplin stunt. The Estimates
show some ecopomies—a reduction of £300
or £400 in the subsidies to road boards for
the maintenance of roads. We have travelling
expenses £800 and upkeep of motor car £250.
There ahould be a Minister here to tell the
people of the North-Weat that it is better to
have expenditore on these items and subsidies
to road boards—

The Minister for Works:
have not been reduced.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: A reduction is shown
on the Estimates.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Is the Minister for
Works going to take charge?

Mr. Tecsdale: You have killed one Minis-
ter; he has gone out.

The Minister for Works: I shall take a lot
of killing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Estimates show
a reduction in the subsidies to road boards
of about £300. That is a saving, an economy.
Tf we examine the cost of the department,
we find it has increased by about £2,000
The idea of the department and the appoint-
ment of a Minister was born in theory or
poetry. I think it was proposed by the mem-
ber for Gaseoyne (Mr. Angelo). The Minis-

According to

The subsidies
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ter for Justice (Hon. H. P. Colebateh)
went through that country. Tt is a glorious
country to look at if one goes through in a
motor car at the right time of the year. The
Minister for Justice hooked himself on to us.
T js hard for us dinkum Nor’-Weaters in
Rochourne, Pilkara, and Kimberley, but it
must he exceedingly hard for the North-West
suburban mea such as those of Gascoyne and
Murehison. We are the dinkun Nor’-Weaters,
but the department rake in the suburbs of
the North-West, Meekatharra, Shark Bay and
Carnarvon, T want to ask—Dbut it is utterly
useless to ask, because there is mo Minister
who understands the question.

Mr. Mann: That is a reflection.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: If there js o Minister
for the North-Weat——

The Minister for Works: You were 5 Min-
ister once.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and I knew my
businegs.

The Minister for Works: Then you ought
to tell us.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Is there a -Minister
now who knows his bhusinesa?

The Minister for Worke: Noj; we ghould
not be here if we did.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister for the
North-West delivered a nice lecture.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes. Shark Bay is
about 400 miles distant from Perth, and a
question affecting pearl-shelling arises. Under
the present system it is necessary to write
to the Commissioner at Broome, whose pri-
vate secretary sends the correspondence fo the
seeretary of the department in Perth (Mr.
Neville), who goes to Mr. Aldrich, who has
a knowledge of fisheries. A letter is refurned
through the same channels and eventualy it
gravitates to Shark Bay, That i3 what we
are getting from the North-West department.
Would it not be better for the suburbs of
the North-West to be able to go to Mr.
Aldrich direct? We are entitled to have a
Minister to say why this awful thing has
been imposed upon ws. The Minister for
Works said he ia prepared to do it.

The Minister for Works: I did not.

Mr. UXDERWOQD: The Minister in ged
ting shy.

The Minister for Works: T said 1 would
tell you what [ lmew about the road boards,
and T do know about them.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T would not contra-
diet the Minister, but I am doubtful. I re-
gret that the member for Murchison (Mr.
‘Marghall} iz not in his seat. There ig a tri-
weekly mail service between Meekatharra and
the head eoffice, but anything naffecting the
road board at Meekatharra has to he sent
north 700 or 800 miles t¢ the Commissioner
at Broome who, having considered it, for-
wards it to the North-West department in
Perth, whence it is forwarded to the man
who knows all about it. Would it not
be |Detter for the people of 3Meeka-
tharra to be able to communicate direct
with the man who knows all about it?
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We have read in the papers about cotton
growing, Among the represent:tives of the
true North there {3 a cotton king. An atfempt
is now being made to grow cotton in Western
Australia. There is some donbt as to which is
the better plant to grow, that uhich prows
continually or the annual plans. We have
had an expert from Quecenzlanl who has had
consideruble experience with what is kuown
as the ratoun, that is the plant which con-
tinues to grow for several years. He says it
is the right plant te grow, but others say it
is the wrong one. It has very recently been
shown in Awerica that the ratoon plant has
developed a moth or bolls. We have to con-
gider whether it ig better to grow one plant
or the other. We learn from ihe papers
that Mr. Neville, the secretary for the North-
West Departinent, whe has been in the
North-West twice, and would not know
ashestos from eotton if it wer: carefully
ruffied up, says, ‘‘I have always held that we
should have the plant cotton. We have found
that there is some deterrent grub coming to
the ratoon cotton.’’ All we know about Mr.
Neville’s kmowledge of ectton we learn from
the speech that was delivered this sessioa,
wherein it was stated on hehalf of the
Aborigines’ Department, that we had planted
half an acre of cotton.

Hon, P, Collier: T thought the unewspaper
had the only right to use '‘we.””’

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I thought only His
Majesty or His Majesty’s representative, and
newspapers eould write ‘‘we.’” Mr. Neville,
however, says, **we?’ have found it., Where
did ke find it?

Hon. P. Collier: On that trip.

Mr., UNDERWQOOD: Reeently the North-
West Department sent 12 men to Derby. I
give Mr. Jones the eredit of acknowledging
the best place he sees. NMr, .Jones recom-
mended Derby as the hest place he had seen
for the growing of cotton. I apree that there
is a possibility of growing it there. Other
circumstances, however, have to be eonsidcred.
The 12 men arrived in Derby a day cr two
ago. The conditions are that they must clear
20 acres of land each, cultivate it, and sow
it hy the end of January. They have two
months in which to do this. The worst two
months of the year in that country are
Decewber and Januwary. It is unreasonable
te send men to Derby after having wintered
down here in this eold climate,  and
atart them straight off in a diffieult
gummer. The land at Derby is covered

with a fairly thick pindan. Tt is s=o
thick that if eattle rush ‘*hrough it
they break off their horms. It is acacia
serub ns thick as one’s wrist. It will not

roll down but springs baek, and everv bit of
it will have to he grubbed out. The ‘men
have to met toretber their equipment, their
horses and plant, build their humpies to pro-
tect theamselves from the rain, elear 20 aeres
of eountry, ecultivate it, and sow it in two
months.
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The Minister for Works: Each man?

Mr. TNDERWOOD: Yes. If there are
not 10 inches of rain within these two months
it will be a bad season in Derby. We should
have a Minister for the North-West who can
tell us about that part of the State, and tell
us why these men bave gone up there during
the worat time of the ycar. Every man I
have known says if there is anything like a
light rainfall, slight irrigation is required for
cotton growing. I spoke to the secrotary,
who knows all about rateen cotton and plant
cotten, and asked him if he had made any
provision for irrigation under such condi-
tions. He replied, “/If it will not grow
without irrigation it is mot worth goirg on
with,'" If we cannot grow cotton in the
North without irrigation we cannot grow it
at all. There must be light irrigation. Ard
yet these men have gone up there under these
conditions. They get a block of ground, and
a solid sustenance allowance. If they live
within their means they will make some slight
profit. Tf it turns out to be no good
thaqy will leave the job, but if it turna
out good they will stick to it. If
ono could mnot get men here under those
conditions, Western Australia would be a
peculiar country. That is one of the things
the Great North-West Department are doing.
What wuseful purpose have the department
served?  Speaking for my own electorate, I
can say that we have been infinitelv worse
served latterly than we were before the ¢rea-
tion of the department. The cost of the
department amounts to three or four thous-
and pounds a year.

The Minister for Works: Did not you ask
for the creation of the department?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: No.

The MMinister for Works: The other mem-
bers must have done so.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Did they?

The Minister for Worka: T do not know.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: That is the trouble
with the Minister for Works—he does net
know anything.

The Minister for Works: T cannot conceive
how the denartment came to be created unless
you people asked for it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: But the Minister dees
not know jt. Tle department hooked them-
selves on to us, They are something like the
atickfast flea. As a North-Wester, I desire
to throw them off,

Mr. TEESDALE (Rochourne) [10.47): T
move—

That progress he reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Aves
Noes

Majority for

=l 5%
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ATes,
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Colller Mr, McCallum
Mr. Durack Mr. Munsie
Mr. Heron Mr, Piesse
Mr. Hughes Mr. Teesdalo
Mr. Lambert Mr, A. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lutey Mr. Willcock
Mr. Mann Mr, Corboy
(Teller.)
Nogs.
Mr. Carter Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr, George Sir James Mltchell
Mr, Glhson Mr., Sampson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Johpston Mr. Mullany
(Telier.)

Motion thus passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.

_ Tegislative Council,

Tuecsday, 5th December, 1928.

Paan

Select “Oommltm Fishing Industry, Extension of 1056
Question : Agricuitoral lands’ nd]mntto llailwnyl 1956
Asgent to Bills - 856
Billa: Jnmndnp—Denmnrk Rallwny. - 1958
Licensing Act Amendment, 3r. 10568

Dalry Cattle Improvement, 3=, e
Suopply {No. 8) £1,040,000, 28 , Com. report...
Pearling Act Amendment, Amembly 'g Memagn 1857
Companies’ Act Amendment, Assembly’s

Amendment ...
Western Australian Bank Act Amepdment
(Private), ZR., Com port. lggg

Closer Settiement (No 2), 2R. ... one

Dog A¢t Amendment, 2B, 1977

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE—FISHING
INDUSTRY.
Extengion of time.
On motion by Hon. F. A. Baglin, the time
for bringing up the report was extended until
December 12th.

[COUNCIL,]

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT.
Surveyor Lefroy’s Report,
Hon. A, J. H. SAW asked the Minister for
Edueation: Will ke lay on the Table of the
House the report of the District Surveyor,

Mr, J. H. M. Lefroy, dealing with land
adjacent to railways in the agrieultural
areas?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yes; files and illustrated plans hero-
with.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Meseage from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the undermen-
tioned Bills:—

1, Light and Air Act Amendment.

2, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.

BILL—JARNADUP-DENMARK
RAILWAY.

Received from the Assembly, and read a
first time.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Read a third time, and returned to the
Agsembly with amendments.

BILL—DAIRY CATTLE IMPROVE-
MENT.

Read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 3), £1,040,000.
Seeond reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) ([4.40] in
moving the second reading said: T had hoped
there would be no necessity for a third Sup-
ply Bill this session, and that we would have
had before us instead the Appropriation Bill.
The Estimates have not yet been passed by
another place, and consequently it is neees-
sary for the Government fo ask for Supply
for November, which has expired, an@ for the
present month. The whole of the Ertimates
have now been submitted to the Legislative
Aasembly, and I trust we shall have an oppor-
tunity of congidering the Appropriation Bill
with the Estimates next week. In the mean-
time the Supply now asked for is based onm
last year’s expenditure, and covers the ro
quirements for November and Deecember. T
move—

That the Bil! be now read a second time.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [441]: I
must compliment the Minister upon the
bhrevity of his remarks, and his evident
anxiety to get through the second reading



